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Intercropping of
mango gains
momentum

BSS, Rajshahi

Mango intercropping with various cereal crops espe-
cially paddy has been gaining momentum in the region
including its vast Barind tract for a long time as the grow-
ers in general are getting interested towards the farming.

In the wake of adverse impact of climate change, the
farmers face trouble to depend on only paddy cultivation
for the last couple of years.

To get more income and to recoup the losses, they are cultivat-
ing paddy, onion, garlic, brinjal, mustard, turmeric and papaya
with mango as intercropping. By dint of excellent output, the
farmers created new mango orchards in the new method.

According to the Department of Agriculture Extension,
the beneficiary farmers cultivated mango in around 20,000
hectares of land in Rajshahi, Chapainawabganj, Naogaon
and Natore,

Dr Alim Uddin, principal scientific officer of Fruit
Research Station, said intercropping with sugarcane
had been found as more beneficial to the growers as it
could boost total crop production per unit area cou-
pled with ensuring sustainable mango cultivation with
higher economic benefit compared to other crops.

Quoting the field-level research findings and farmers'
views, the mango researcher said systematic intercropping
of paddy, onion, lentil, mug bean, garlic and some other
winter crops, vegetables and spice help increase mango
yield compared to sole-cropping.

Dr Alim revealed that intercropping not only increase total
crop production but also help improve soil health and fertil-
ity with little or no negative effect on mango yield and quality.

Furthermore, intercropping create additional job oppor-
tunity needed for intensive crop production. He under-
scored the need for expansion of mango intercropping
through reactivating the field level agricultural officials and
staff for the nation's food security:.

The production of the juicy fruits increases each year for
its profit, but unfortunately, not a single mango-processing
plant has been established in the region for the preservation
of the fruits since the inception of the country.

Mangoes grow almost everywhere in the district but
Poba, Charghat and Bagha have a long-lasting tradition of
producing quality fruits.

As the growers reap large sums of money from mango
farming, it encourages many others towards farming
mangoes, in turn resulting in an escalation of acreage.

Various processed food-items particularly juice, soft
drinks, pickles, jams and jellies can be manufactured through
processing of mangoes. If possible, this sector can contribute a
lot to the region's economy as the processed foods are in
enormous demand, apart from their high market values.

Mango is a perishable item. So, it needs immediate con-
sumption or processing for its value addition. Besides,
various natural calamities like storms, hailstorms, gusty
winds, tornados and droughts cause a significant portion of
produced mangoes to fall out of trees.

However, the modern processing plant can make the
fallen mangoes valued food items and protect them from
getting damaged.

Meanwhile, mango, the highest juicy and delicious fruit
of the summer season, will start appearing in the local mar-
kets by the end of this month.

Mango growers fear 30 to 40 percent drop in production
this year in the region due to the natural calamity and other
irregular weather pattern.

Air Quality Index for
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on an experimental basis.

The project has established 11 Continuous Air Monitoring
Stations (CAMS) in the country's eight cities to keep track of
air pollution levels. The CAMS operates round the clock with
expected data capture rate of 85 percent.

The data generated by CAMS is also being used in plan-

ning and implementing other development projects, offi-
cial sources said.
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Soil from a building construction site piled up on the adjoining footpath at 1/1 New Bailey Road in the capital, forcing pedestrians onto the
street and right on the path of oncoming traffic. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Lack of qualified guides
hampers tourism

UNB, Dhaka

The major problem in flourishing and
promoting the country's tourism sector is
the inadequate number of qualified tourist
guides, said the industry insiders.

“The biggest problem right now is the lack
of experienced and qualified tourist guides”,
said Taufiq Rahman, director of Tour
Operators Association of Bangladesh (TOAB).

Taufiq, also the founder chief executive of
Journey Plus, said, "We are already far
behind. The country does not have any
government-approved tourist guide. *

Another tour operator and TOAB Director
(Training & Research) M Masud Hossain said
there is no institution in Bangladesh for
producing qualified tourist guides. The
country needs to develop a curriculum and a
specific method to get eligible guides.

Responding to a question, Masud said,
“It is absolutely the government's job. The
private sector does not do it in any country.
We must make sure that we have govern-
ment-sponsored guides.”

He said he has dealt with some 35,000
foreign tourists so far but he does not have
any government-approved guide. “We have
some 22 tourist guides and they follow our
own manual”, he added.

The TOAB director stressed the need for
having other guides like archaeological
guides, nature guides, marine guides and
beach and island guides.

Bangladesh Tourism Board (BTB) CEO
Akhtaruz Zaman Khan Kabir also
emphasised the importance of having quali-
fied tourist guides to promote tourism.

“We'll work on it and our activity plan
has already included it," the CEO said,
adding that they need resources and a mas-
ter plan of international standard to work as
per the plan.

He said Dhaka University is going to
introduce a long tourist guide course and
BTB can go for a partnership with DU, if the
university wants.

Chairperson of the Department of
Tourism and Hospitality Management of
Dhaka University Dr Mojib Uddin Ahamed
said, “We cannot imagine tourism sector
without tourist guides.”

For the first time in Bangladesh, the
department is going to introduce “Campus
Tourism” in collaboration with Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation (BPC) to attract and
inform foreign tourists about the scenic
beauty of the campus and also the historical
and cultural significance of the monuments
and establishments within the vast univer-
sity area, said an official.

Tour guides must have thorough knowl-
edge about the cities, regions and coun-
tries where they work, said the insiders,
adding that qualified tourist guides can
provide relevant and proper heritage infor-
mation to tourists in a friendly and enter-
taining manner.

Food and Agriculture Organization
Of the United Nations

Invitation to Bid For Procurement of Materials for Street Food
Carts and Related Services & Procurement of Laboratory Equipment

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations invites bids for Procurement of Materials for Street
Food Carts and Related Services & Procurement of Laboratory Equipment under project GCP/BGD/047/NET.
The bids should be submitted in the format indicated in the ITB Document. ITB document can be downloaded from
the organization’s Website: hitp://www.fao.org/bangladesh/fac-in bangladesh/employmentprocurement/en/.
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FAQO Representation in Bangladesh

Closing date and Time for submission of Bids is 17 May 2015, 12:00 Hrs.

House # 37, Road # 8, Dhanmondi, Dhaka - 1205
Phone: 811 8015 — 18, Fax: +88-02-58152025
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Date
Time
Venue

:11®"May 2015 (Monday)
:09:30 AM - 05:00PM

Products are as tollow:

Electrical & Electronics Item: UPS, AVR, Inverter Power Welder, Voltage Reducing Device for AC Welder, Charge

Controller, Photovoltaic (PV) Products.

IT Accessories: HDD Internal/External Rack, Enclosure, Accessories, NS5 Connector, Cable, Computer Cabling Total

Solution Provider.

Solar Products: Solar Power System, Solar Charge Controller, Solar Applications etc.

Steel& Metal: Steel Coils, Cold-Rolled (CR), Hot- Rolled (HR), Galvanized or Gal annealed (GA), Hot-Dip Galvanized
(GI), Electro Galvanized (EG), Steel Sheet, Steel Pipe, Metal Deep Drawing, Metal Stamping, Metal Welding, Cutting/

Slitting Equipment, Steel Storage, Metal Mold/Die Making, Metal Casting etc.

Lighting: LED, LED Display, LED Strip, LED Lighting, LED Module, LED Controller.

Health, Beauty Products: Dietary Supplement (Power, Granule, Tablet, Capsule), Feminine Intimate Care(Mousses,
Lotion, Gel, Serum, Mist), Skin Care: (Liquid, Lotion, Essence, Cream, Mask), Cosmetics, Pain ease balm, Herbal

Cooling Liquid, Digest Pill, Pain Relief, etc.

Garments &Textile :Heat Transfer Materials to Print on Fabrics (Flocking Paper/Reflective Paper, PET Cold, Hot Peel)

Label Printing Material, Offset Printing, Laser Heat Printing etc.

Chemicals: Textile Chemical (Antifoam, Softener, Amino Silicone Fluid, Releasing Agent, Fleeting Agent, Coating etc.)
Machinery: Metal Working Machine, Welding Machine, Screw & Nut Making Machine, Grinding Machine, Rolling

Machine, Trimming Machine, Forming Machine, Drawing Machine etc.

Fastener& Hardware: Fastener Making Related Machines (second hand), Special Screws and Bolts (Auto Parts), Air

Tool, Hand Tool, Auto Repair Tool, Screw, Spray Gun, and Power Tools etc.

Others: Printing Materials & Inks, External Sunshade Blind, Heat Transfer Label Reflective Flocking Paper, etc.
You ae Codially Snuited to join thiy Yrade Meeting

: Ball Room, Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka.

TO LET @ UN Road, BARIDHARA

3500 sft Apartment. 314 Fl. European
Standard. 2 Parkings. Fully renovated.

Contact: 01720-982949

Invitation for B2B Meeting with
Taiwanese Manufacturers/Suppliers
TRADE MISSION FROM TAIWAN

Taiwan External Trade Development Council (TAITRA) is leading a delegation team consisting of 15 excellent Taiwanese
Manufacturers and Suppliers to Bangladesh.

(OFM).

&/ USAID

Position Vacancy Announcement

Position: Financial Analyst, FSN-11

The United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) in Bangladesh is seeking applications from
qualified Bangladeshi nationals for the position of
Financial Analyst in the Office of Financial Management

Location: USAID/Bangladesh, Deadline for application
submission: May 17, 2015.

For a complete job description, required qualifications and
detailed information on how to apply please visit
USAID/Bangladesh website
http://www.usaid.gov/bangladesh/work-with-us/careers and
www.bdjobs.com
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Please contact the following telephone number to collect the full delegation list and make an appointment
with your interested company to get Prioritized Trade Meeting Service
TAIPEI WORLD TRADE CENTER, DHAKA

Tel: 9840704-035, Mob: 01759315389, Fax: 9840706,
E-mail: dhaka(@taitra.org.tw, dhaka2(@taitra.org.tw, dhakaS(@taitra.org.tw,

Website: http://dhaka.taiwantrade.com.tw

Organized by : The Bureau of Foreign Trade, MOEA
Implemented by: Taiwan External Trade Development Council (TAITRA)

Ad by: BOFT
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Road crashes kill 8,
injure 12

CITY DESK

Eight people were killed and 12 others injured in
road accidents in three districts yesterday and

Saturday.
In Patuakhali, two people were killed and nine oth-

ers injured when a bus collided head-on with a three-
wheeler on Baufal-Patuakhali road in Boga area yester-
day.

The deceased were Moslem Ali Khan, 65, and Shah Alam
Sikder, 70, residents of Kowkhali village.

In Tangail Sadar, Amzad Hossain Master, 50, president
of Jadabpur union-unit of AL was killed when a truck hit
his motorcycle on Dhaka-Tangail highway at Taratia yes-
terday.

In Sunamganj, two people were killed and three others
injured as a bus hit a mini truck on the Sunamganj-Sylhet
highway in Gagli village of Dakhshin Sunamganj upazila
on Saturday.

The deceased were Osir Miah, 72, and Nepur Miah, 18,
residents of Puran Noakot village.

In Munshiganj, the people were killed when a bus
rammed a motorcycle on Dhaka-Mawa highway at
Shomoshpurin Sreenagar upazila yesterday.

The deceased were Omar Faruk, 24, Sifat, 22,
and saimon, 23, residents of Kabutarkhola wvil-
lage.

Savar housewife
torched for
dowry

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

A woman was torched for
dowry allegedly by her
husband at Majhipara of
Fulbaria in Savar, outside
the capital, on Saturday.

Nidra Rani, 30, is under-
going treatment at Enam
Medical College Hospital
with minor injury.

Locals said Doshorath
Rajbongshi, of Gazipur mar-
ried Nidra, mother of two, for
dowry. For three months
Nidra has been staying at her
father's house as Doshorath
beat her up for her father's fish
shop in the capital's Shyamoly
which he runs.

On Saturday, villagers tried
in vain to settle the matter. In
the evening Doshorath with 4
to 5 accomplices set Nidra on
fire with a lighter after they
failed to pick her up forcefully,
the locals alleged. She was
rescued and rushed to the
hospital. No case was filed but
police are investigating the
matter.
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mangrove forest's unique
ecosystem.

The whole of Bangladesh
will be threatened if the
Sundarbans is not there, it
said, also urging the govern-
ment to abandon two other
coal-fired 600MW power
plants in Dhaka and Khulna,
to be built by private com-
pany Orion.

Bangladesh's per capita
energy consumption is
among the world's lowest
and the government is taking
up power generation pro-
jects, including “some very
harmful” ones which will not
be cost-effective, said the
declaration. The government
i1s yet to formulate a coal
policy but taking up projects
involving the “dirtiest energy
source”, said speakers at the
press conference,

“We want to protect the
Sundarbans for the sake of
the country and also for all
the children,” said Donna
Marie Lisenby, the coal
campaign coordinator of
IS-based organisation
Waterkeeper Alliance.

National Committee for
Saving the Sundarbans
Convener Advocate Sultana
Kamal, and Member
Secretary Dr Abdul Matin,
and Waterkeeper Alliance
Regional Coordinator Min
Zheng Asia also attended,
while Nijera Kori
Coordinator Khushi Kabir
chaired the session.
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