@he Daily Star

i Ultimate
Strength Etrenqth
Tes | Test

'\ N] | '||.||;‘|

'“FEEI safe With Xtreme inside

WWW.DSFmL.Com

Inverter
D\ treme

Technology

from Hitachi Refrigerator

INVERTER x Dual Fan Cooling @

TRANSCOM
U DIGITAL

R-V470PG3
395 Litres

1k.96,500

R-V610PG3
510 Litres
1K.127,900

HITACHI
Inspire the Next

Up to 9 EMI @ Q% Interest

Care
!IIEE'JE_

For More Information:
09613 700700

R-WB480PG2
4065 Litres
1k.135,000

Narayan temple in Kathmandu.

Nepalese civilians and police personnel clear rubble
at the Narayan temple in Kathmandu yesterday, one
week after a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck the

Himalayan nation. Jolts were even felt in Bangladesh.
Inset, an idol of the temple sits amid the rubble of the

PHOTO: AFP

'NO more survivors'

Hope fades for thousands missing as Nepal

ends rescue operations

AFP, Kathmandu

One week on from an earthquake that killed
more than 6,700 people, Nepal ruled out
finding more survivors buried in the ruins
of Kathmandu yesterday despite relatives
refusing to give up hope.

Two days after any signs of life had been
detected among the mountains of rubble
that litter the capital, the focus was shifting
to reaching survivors in far-flung areas who
have yet to receive relief supplies.

The UN children's fund UNICEF warned
of a race against time to avert an outbreak of
disease among the 1.7 million youngsters

estimated to be living in the worst-hit areas,
with monsoon rains just a few weeks away.

The 7.8-magnitude quake wreaked a trail
of death and destruction when it erupted
around midday last yesterday, reducing much
of Kathmandu to rubble and even triggering a
deadly avalanche on Mount Everest.

"It has already been one week since the
disaster," home ministry spokesman Laxmi
Prasad Dhakal told AFP.

"We are trying our best in rescue and
relief work but now I don't think that there

is any possibility of survivors under the
rubble.”
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Breakthrough
test 1n cancer

INDEPENDENT ONLINE

Scientists have developed a
new test that can predict
with 100 per cent accuracy
whether someone will
develop cancer up to 13
years in the future,

The discovery of tiny but
significant changes taking
place in the body more
than a decade before cancer
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Press Freedom
Day today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

World Press Freedom Day is
being observed in
Bangladesh and elsewhere
today, at a time when press

EXCLUSION OF ASSAM

Congress, BJP
tussle over LBA

REZAUL KARIM And PALLAB BHATTACHARYA

freedom around the world,
according to a survey, has hit
its lowest level in a decade.

Journalists faced intensi-
fied pressure from all sides
in 2014 as they globally
encountered more restric-
tions from governments,
militants, criminals and
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In a major political development in India, the Congress has
strongly opposed the BJP government's decision to keep its
northeastern Indian state of Assam from the implementa-
tion of the Indo-Bangladesh Land Boundary Agreement.

Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi yesterday slammed
the BJP-led NDA government at the Centre for deciding to
exclude the state from the proposed amendment to the LBA
due to be tabled in the current Budget session.

In a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Gogoi
expressed surprise at the federal government's decision of
dropping clauses relating to Assam from the protocol to the
LBA without any consultation with the state government.

"We are completely in the dark about the reasons behind
this turnaround and how the interest of the people of Assam
are going to be protected by the exclusion of the clauses in
the protocol relating to Assam during the process of ratifica-
tion by Parliament,” the chief minister said.

The Assam chief minister requested Modi to include
those clauses in the constitution amendment bill that the
Indian parliament needs to pass to operationalise the LBA.

The protocol to the LBA, which contains these clauses
relating to Assam, were signed between the Government of
India and the Government of Bangladesh on September 6
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SBtar ROUNDTABLE ON DISASTER

Preparedness way
too precarious

Geology experts see quakes in the making;
rescue bosses lament lack of one control

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country lacks a central command and
control system for a coordinated rescue
operation in the event of a major earth-
quake disaster, according to high officials
and experts.

“It is not yet officially spelt out who will
command, control and coordinate the
search and rescue operations of different
government agencies in an earthquake
disaster,” said Brig Gen Ali Ahmed Khan,
director general of Fire Service and Civil
Defence, at a discussion held yesterday.

“We don't have an emergency operation
centre for earthquake either,” he said, adding
that they had divided Dhaka city into four
zones with available workforce, logistics and
13 fire stations. He further said they urgently

“The buildings constructed by various government
departments, except PWD, with one or two
engineers are of poorer quality than those

built by private developers.”
Chief Engineer of Public Works Department

needed at least five more stations in the capital.

The Fire Service and Civil Defence has
300 stations across the country.

The Daily Star organised the discussion
on preparedness for earthquake disaster
management at The Daily Star Centre.

Except the Armed Forces Division (AFD),
none of the 17 government agencies had
prepared their respective contingency plan
for an earthquake rescue operation, said M
Abu Sadeque, director of House Building
and Research Institute,

The government departments were asked
to prepare the contingency plan more than a
decade ago and the respective National Plan
for Disaster Management during 2010-15,
which too had not been prepared either, he
added.
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