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Find coal's alternative

Environment experts put out call from conference

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The need to develop alternative energy
sources replacing the use of coal was raised
at a conference in the capital yesterday.

Speakers at the programme discussed the
negative environmental impact and human
health hazards of using coal energy with
particular focus on the Rampal Power Plant.

They further said alternative energy
sources must be considered if the country
wants to reach middle-income status in 2021.

The conference on "Coal energy in
Bangladesh: impact on water and climate”
was organised by Waterkeepers Bangladesh,
National Committee for Saving the
Sundarbans (NCSS) and Waterkeeper
Alliance at Brac Inn in Mohakhali.

Four keynote presentations were made in
four sessions on the first day of the two-day
long conference. Prof Jamilur Reza
Choudhury, Dr Mohd Abdul Matin, mem-
ber secretary of NCSS, and Donna Lisenby

of Waterkeeper Alliance, USA spoke at the
opening session.

From the environment perspective, using
coal energy to generate power in Bangladesh
is not feasible as severe water pollution
occurs at every phase of using coal from
extraction to final usage, they said.

Environmental scientist Prof Ainun
Nishat suggested exploring the possibilities
of producing hydro-electric power in part-
nership with India, as an alternative to coal-
based energy.

Prof Abdullah Harun Chowdhury of
environment sciences department in
Khulna University presented a detailed
study of the area surrounding Rampal and
Orion coal-power projects and showed the
impact they would have on the Sundarbans.

Prof Anu Muhammad, member secre-
tary at National Committee to Protect
0il, Gas and Mineral Resources, Power

and Port, among others, spoke,
SEE PHOTO ONLINE

ROW AT JU OVER NEW BUILDING

CSE, geology students
start fast-unto-death

Teachers decide to resign

JU CORRESPONDENT

Road crashes
kill 6, injure 3

CITY DESK

Six people were killed and
three others injured in road
accidents in three districts
yesterday and Friday.

In Noakhali, four people

Teachers of computer science and engineering (CSE)
department and geological sciences (GS) department
of Jahangirnagar University yesterday decided to resign
and students of the departments began a fast-unto-
death programme protesting the university authori-
ties' decision to transfer another department to their

building.

The teachers of CSE department submitted their resigna-
tion papers to the JU registrar yesterday, while teachers of
the other department would submit them today, said assis-
tant professor Mazeda Islam, chairman of geological sci-

ences department.

Registrar Abu Bakr Siddique said measures would be

taken according to the university act.

The environmental sciences department had been
demonstrating since the beginning of last month
demanding that the authorities transfer their department
to another building, which houses the other two depart-

ments.

Earlier, JU syndicate formed a committee of five members
to investigate the situation and give a recommendation.

Last Thursday, the syndicate decided to move the envi-
ronmental sciences department into the building, which
resulted in protest from the other two departments.

were killed and two others
injured as a CNG run auto-
rickshaw carrying them was
hit by a tractor in Karalia
area of Companiganj
upazila yesterday.

The deceased were Rozina
Begum, 50, Mousumi Akther
Sumona, 18, Abdullah Al
Mamu, 28, and auto-
rickshaw driver Md Naser, 30,

In Narsingdi Sadar,
Tofazzal Hossain Shamim,
37, was killed and his co-
rider injured as a truck
rammed into his motorcy-
cle on Dhaka-Sylhet high-
way in Baghhata Palbari
area yesterday.

In Jamalpur, Abul
Kalam, 42, of Titpallya
village was killed when a
three-wheeler hit another
one at Defla bridge inter-
section on Jamalpur-
Islampur road on Friday.

US Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Wendy Sherman, accompanied by Ambassador Marcia Bernicat,

meets BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia at the latter's Gulshan residence on Friday.

Allies complain of AL's big brother
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general secretary Sharif Nurul Ambia told The
Daily Star that his party first wanted to discuss
the issue of city polls in its own forum before
discussing it in the alliance meeting. "Every
party has its own ideology, and the city
election is a sensitive issue, " he said.

JSD, which has six lawmakers and one
minister (Information Minister Hasanul Haq
Inu) in the government, initially backed two
mayoral candidates in the two Dhaka city
corporations.

Later, JSD-backed mayoral candidate in
Dhaka south Shahidul Islam quitted the race
and threw his support behind the AL candidate
while the second one, Nader Chowdhury,
contested.

JSD and some other partners had candi-
dates for the councillor posts.

The 14-party meeting held at AL chief's
Dhanmondi office mainly discussed the city
polls and the results. Tarigat Federation
Chairman Nazibul Bashar Maizbhandari
presided over the meeting,

Sources said the Workers Party of
Bangladesh and National Awami Party (NAP)
also expressed their disappointment over the
city election at the meeting,

Workers Party politburo member Anisur
Rahman Mollick told the meeting that no

discussion took place within the alliance
although AL assured them of discussing the
matter before finalising candidates. He
termed AL's stand unfortunate.

Sources said NAP general secretary Enamul
Haque expressed frustration over AL's "go-it-alone
policy", saying the alliance's decisions were not
implemented while AL did not discuss any
major issue with its partners.

He also said only four partners of the com-
bine had participation in the government and
the parliament.

Nazibul Bashar alleged that there was no
coordination among the partners for Dhaka
city polls.

'FREE, FAIR POLLS'

Briefing reporters after the meeting, 14-party
spokesperson Mohammad Nasim said BNP
boycotted the city election to make it contro-
versial.

Claiming that the city polls were free, fair and
neutral, the AL leader also said, "One or two
isolated incidents might have occurred during
the polls. The local government elections even
claim lives. But such incidents did not take
place during this election.”

He also said AlL-backed candidates won the
mayoral posts in all three cities because the
party avoided mistakes and took lessons from
past faults in five other city polls.

Obituary "

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Rawshan
Ara Begum,
mother-in-
law of
Bangladesh
; ¢ Bank
7 4N Governor

Atiur Rahman, died on
Wednesday. She was 80.

She left behind two sons
and two daughters, and was
buried in Jamalpur Central
Municipal graveyard. Her
qulkhwani was held at
Gulshan Azad mosque after
Asr prayers yesterday.

Prodip Kuar Das
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Freedom fighter Prodip
Kuar Das died at his home
in Nazirpur upazila in
Pirojpur yesterday. He was
59. He was an assistant
teacher of Kailani Girls'
High School in the upazila
and Nazirpur correspondent
of Bangla daily Inkilab.
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Construction of New Liberation War Museum
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Affairs Minister Asaduzzaman Noor as a contribution to the construction of the new Liberation War Museum in
the presence of the museum trustees, from left, Rabiul Hussain, Z Tariq Ali, Aly Zaker, and Mofidul Hoque, on

the museum's current premises yesterday. PHOTO: COLLECTED

PM wants
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election day, Hasina said
their aim was to make the
polls questionable.

Ban Ki-moon strongly
criticised violence and
subversive acts and said
there was no place of such
activities in a democracy.

The UN chief said BNP's
participation in the polls
was relieving. However, he
expressed concern over the
party's withdrawal from the
election in the middle of
the voting day.

Ban Ki-moon also said
that the UN had been
informed about some
irregularities in the elec-
tions.

The UN secretary general
informed the prime minis-
ter that he gave responsibil-
ity to Assistant Secretary
General Oscar Farnadez
Taranko to hold talks on
the overall situation.

Syed Tanweer Murshed
1938-1988

Loving father, devoted husband.
Always in our thoughts and prayers.
May Allah grant you maghfirat and eternal peace.

Ameen.

Yasmeen, Maher and Madiha Murshed

located at Gulshan 1.

Baridhara.

478 029.

Apartments for Rent

Approximate 2800 sfi, 3rd floor south facing four
bedroom fully furnished apartment with parking,

Approximate 2100 sft, 3rd floor north facing two
bedroom fully furnished apartment placed at

For viewing and further details, please contact
Urban Residential BD at 01919 464 800 or 01762
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TO LET @ UN Road, BARIDHARA
3500 sft Apartment. 39 Fl. European

Standard. 2 Parkings. Fully renovated.
Contact: 01720-982949

The Leading Developer in Bangladesh

DEVELOPMENTS
WE CARE ...

your Lana
- We Add Value

If you have LAND at GULSHAN, BANANI
BARIDHARA,
LALMATIA, MOHAMMADPUR, DHANMONDI.

1(one) BIGHA LAND or above at any
other prime locations.

We never follow others.

We always think out of the box.

We create new benchmark to deliver excellence.

APARTMENT RENT

Plot 670 (Old), 20/B (New),
Rd No: 32 (Old), 11 (New),
3250stt, Dhanmondi-RA.

01732300500
Furnished/Unfurnished

House To Let

Independent House
Road-5, House-5, Block-1,
Banani.

3 bed, 3 bath, living room,
ground floor.

Contact-01726111403
C-279

C-278

BASHUNDHARA

Please talk to us - £ 09606-222-444

We Are Open Every Day
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Wendy Sherman for
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4th Partnership Dialogue, US Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs Wendy Sherman stressed the need for a
transparent investigation into the electoral irregularities.

“I think what everyone needs to focus on how the next
election is highly improved and that is very important for
democracy,” she said. "I am here to discuss finding ways that
two moderate, pluralistic nations can work together to
advance common goals.”

Foreign Secretary Md Shahidul Haque, who led the
Bangladesh delegation at the two-day dialogue, said they
discussed issues of three broad areas -- development and
governance, trade and investment, and security cooperation.

“We're extremely happy as the meeting was held in a very
productive manner,” he said.

Speaking about the partnership dialogue, Sherman said
they have broadened the discussion to include an emphasis
on the environment, health and infectious diseases, and the
blue (maritime) economy. She termed relations with
Bangladesh strong, deep and vibrant. "We support
Bangladesh's goal of becoming a middle-income country by
2021 -- and we are actively partnering with Bangladesh and
investing our resources to make it a reality,” she said.

Appreciating Bangladesh's contribution to the peace-
keeping efforts, the US official said Bangladesh's contribu-
tion in peacekeeping is second to none.

She mentioned that in a just few days, they are providing
Bangladesh with its second Coast Guard Cutter. “Ambassa-
dor [Marcia] Bernicat will deliver the ship to Vice Admiral
[Farid] Habib at a ceremony in California on May 6.”

The under secretary thinks expanding the country's
investments in women and girls will foster broader and
more sustainable economic growth.

“Prime Minister Hasina (Sheikh Hasina) has been an
outspoken champion of empowering women and girls, and
we share the view that a country's true strength is deter-
mined by how well it integrates its entire population.”
KHALEDA-SHERMAN
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia has informed the visiting US
diplomat of the widespread irregularities and vote rigging
with documents in the election to three cities.

Before leaving Dhaka on Saturday, Sherman went to Khaleda's
Gulshan residence, along with Ambassador Bernicat, and
held nearly a half-an-hour meeting. She did not talk to the
press about the outcome of their meeting.

However, talking to reporters, BNP standing committee
member Abdul Moyeen Khan said the BNP chief projected
the country's political situation, the government's repres-
sive acts, sacking of opposition-backed elected representa-
tives from different local government bodies, repression on
the opposition leaders and activists, and filing of false cases
against them.

Khaleda also provided Sherman with various documents
and footage on the issues, he added.

Meeting sources said the BNP chief told Sherman that
her party is repeatedly calling for dialogue but Sheikh
Hasina is not paying any heed to their call.

Rancon Imports Ltd.
Importer Wholesaler Retailer

TOYOTA Corolla Axio
2010 & 2012 (New Shape)

TOYOTA Harrier - 2015

TOYOTA Prado
2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015

Ready Stock available

PASSPORT LOST

I HAVE LOST MY PAKISTANI
PASSPORT BEARING NO.
AAGB03792, GD NO. 23, DT. 01-05-
2015, KOTWALI THANA,
CHITTAGONG.

QAZI MOHAMMAD YASIN.
[3-234

Accounting Bangla Tuition

'0-A' Level Utmost individual
care, 10 yrs Update Q/P Solve,
Mock for best result Committed.
Cambridge-Edexcel Trained-
20 Yrs Exp DAS Sir (Single & Batch)
(Gulshan, Banani, Mohakhali, DOHS, Uttara)

for sale.

Gulshan showroom:
House 21, Road 103

01798779977, 01787744796

O1715-311925

INDEPENDENT UNIVERSITY,
BANGLADESH

VACANCY for “FIRE SAFETY OFFICER”

by human perception.

preference.

candidate.

Independent University,
position of “Fire Safety Officer” who is required to have professional
knowledge and skills for preparing the general population in the university to
quickly douse/ extinguish fire if there is any, detected either mechanically or

The incumbent will primarily be responsible for:

e Timely maintenance of all fire-fighting equipment installed in the campus;

 Providing necessary training to concerned persons regularly on how to
fight fire incidents in case any;

e Conducting “the fire drills and the evacuation plans” periodically; and

e Advising the management on upgrading the system from time to time.

The applicant must be a graduate from any recognized university with about
10 years relevant professional experience of fire fighting/ extinguishing and
evacuation systems. Retired officers of the Fire Service and Civil Defense
Department or the Army/Navy with required experience will be given

Age should be within 40 years. His total emoluments will be within the range
of 40,000 (BDT) (inclusive of all benefits) in case of a really deserving

Bangladesh (IUB) invites applications for a

2008 | www.assurance.com.bd

Please download the Application Form from our website at
http://www.iub.edu.bd/jobs fill it in and e-mail it to

ASSUSHET/LW-AD/DETR -4/ 150503

hrdept@iub.edu.bd by May 25, 2015.

Only prescribed online application forms will be acceptable. You can
also upload your curriculum vitae for more information.
Phone: 88-02-8401645-53, 8402065-76, Ext: 1901- 4




