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Allies complain of AL's
big brother attitude

JSD skips yesterday's 14-party alliance meeting

The rest of the parties attended the .
meeting but they too expressed frustra- |
tion over Al's attitude towards its -
partners, meeting sources said.

About boycott of the meeting, JSD .

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE Jatiyo Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), a
major ally, even skipped yesterday's
alliance meeting in an apparent pro-
test of AL's contesting the election
unilaterally without discussing the

matter with others.

Differences have surfaced in the 14-
party ruling alliance, as Awami League
kept its partners in the dark on the issue
of the just concluded city elections.
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‘Wendy Sherman for
probing irregularities :

- Disappointed at BNP's boycott; meets Khaleda Zia -
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT ;

: Conveying disappointment both at

. focus must now be on a transparent
- investigation to make sure that the
. nextelection is highly improved.
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98pc centres saw

code violation
Claims Hannan Shah at BBC

Bangladesh Sanglap; Suranjit

Sengupta denies
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

"We remain focused on a long- -
term solution that accommodates °

all parties and allows the -
Bangladeshi people to peacefully . The BNP chairperson's adviser Hannan Shah

express their views,” said a top US - yesterday said electoral code of conduct was
diplomat in Dhaka on Friday. - flouted at 98 percent of the polling centres
Speaking at a joint press confer- . during the recent polls to the city corpora-

ence on the outcome of the two-day - tionsin Chittagongand Dhaka.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 7 * SEE PAGE 5 COL 7

irregularities in the city corporation
elections and BNP's boycott midway
through, Washington has said the

=TT ‘h’m—r-.‘uﬁr‘-‘ﬂ
=y w=rey syw, o - - v
Rana FIaIE'THZrﬂEn__ = Iy i ereT S gy

no more, Ensure Safe VWorkplace
- ‘
'EHC#%:“I .._,’HEFEF ﬁﬁﬁlﬂ CN CE 9| Ili_f-_:f

e l : TG == CEFEica=i=y

Different garment workers' organisations under the banner of "Jatiya Garments Sramik Federation" bring out a

procession in front of Jatiya Press Club in the capital on May Day. PHOTO: STAR

Salahuddin's
wife again
seeks Hasina's

US experts
stress AL-BNP

dialogue

PM wants UN chief
to persuade BNP into

. ‘ [ 3 . : .

intervention | 'return to democracy' | Cauion against rise of
religious extremism

’[O lOC&tE UNB, Dhaka DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

husband

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Friday expressed her
hope that UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon would advise
BNP to return to the democratic politics shunning the path
of “terrorist and militant” activities.

She made the request when the UN secretary general
called her over the phone in the afternoon.

Later, Prime Minister's Press Secretary AKM Shameem
Chowdhuri briefed reporters about the 14-minute conver-
sation.

He said the prime minister told the UN general secre-
tary that BNP had created anarchy across the country over
the last three months since January 5, burning innocent
people through hurling petrol bombs and arson attacks.

About the recent city corporation polls in Dhaka and
Chittagong, Hasina said on an average over 44 percent
voters exercised their franchise and the number of votes cast
was not abnormal.

She mentioned that the Election Commission
announced the results discarding 5 percent of the votes over
which there were some allegations.

Referring to the skipping of BNP from the polls on the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Amid rising concern of
religious extremism in
Bangladesh, American
experts have called for
encouraging genuine dia-
logue between Awami
League and BNP to break
the political deadlock and
restore stability and the
democratic process.

Taking part in a hearing
in US Congress, noted
American researchers,
scholars, and foreign affairs
experts said Islamic extrem-
ists have recently murdered
two bloggers, raising con-
cern that religious militants
will take advantage of any
prolonged political unrest.

Subcommittee on Asia
and the Pacific of the

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

Hasina Ahmed, wife of
BNP leader Salahuddin
Ahmed, yesterday again
sought intervention of
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to locate her hus-
band who disappeared on
March 11 from Uttara in
the capital.

Her request yesterday
came 53 days after the BNP
joint secretary general was
allegedly detained by detec-
tives from his relative's
residence.

Hasina Ahmed, also a
former BNP lawmaker of
Cox's Bazar, was talking to
journalists at her Gulshan

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5
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> Free Ticket offer is valid for GP STAR customers only > To check your STAR status dial *111*9*1# (Free) or type STAR
and send SMS to 9000 (SMS charge Tk. 2+VAT Applicable) > To know more of such exciting offers for STAR customers,
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ANUGERAH

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED
FOR CONSUMER PRODUCTS

Anugerah International Ltd, a
Malaysia-based FMCG company
dealing in health, beauty,
cosmetic and beverage
products Is seeking for
distributors in Bangladesh.

The brand 'Anugerah’ (meaning 'the qgift’) is only three
year old but it has taken the market by storm in
Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei. Products efficacy
attributed by curative benefits of traditional herbs,
product safety backed by scientific studies and the
healing power of al-Quran are the three main
principles that have propelled Anugerah into a
household name.

Anugerah has over 50 products under its portfolioand ¢
growing. However, we would like to first introduce Air
Anugerah to the Bangladeshi market.

A drinking water with extraordinary benefits. ’ | _1__,#
Air Anugerah is a high-oxygen, high-alkaline water | "

that is consumed to help stabilising acidity level in the!

body. Thousands of feedback from consumers claiming, § |
that Air Anugerah reacts positively to many types of /

health problem.

The opportunity for Air Anugerah to be successful in \\
Bangladesh is great but the potential to help millions \
consumer elevating their health problemsiseven ° |
greater...

We seek for distributors with an existing operation
in the distribution of FMCG products to chain
stores, traditional retailers and individual reseller"
Please contact us at +603-55180443 or email your
business profile to export@anugerahquran.com
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