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EC results should make the party
rue its early boycott decision

SHAKHAWAT LITON and WASIM BIN

HABIB

The results of Tuesday's battle of
ballots in three city corporations offer

much food for thought.

Three BNP-backed mayoral
aspirants together polled 9.24 lakh
votes, around 35 percent of the total

votes cast, even though they boycotted
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But when the election results came
at night, it surprised many as the
numbers showed the BNP-backed
mayoral aspirants were not lagging
much behind their rivals.

In Dhaka North City Corporation
(DNCC), BNP's candidate Tabith
Awal bagged 3.25 lakh votes, some
1.35 lakh less than mayor-elect Annisul
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midway through the polls.

Their rivals -- the ruling Awami League-
blessed candidates -- who won the elections
obtained 14.70 lakh wvotes, around 55
percent.

The results prompted many to think that
the fight would have been close if the polls
had been held in a free and fair manner and
the BNP-backed candidates had not pulled
out early.

The wvictory the AL-backed mayoral
hopefuls secured was tainted by widespread
irregularities.

The presence of voters in polling stations
was fairly good, but it started to grow thin
after the BNP announced pullout of its
mayoral candidates around noon.

Hugq. The difference of votes between the
two contenders is not unusual as such gaps
were also found in the previous city
elections, which were highly competitive.

Take, for example, the Gazipur city
corporation polls of 2013. It was the last
city polls before Tuesday's. BNP-backed
mayor candidate MA Mannan won the
polls by defeating his AL-backed rival with
a difference of 1.06 lakh votes. The total
number of voters in Gazipur was 10.26
lakh.

The Gazipur polls saw a turnout of 63
percent whereas in the DNCC the turnout
was 37 percent of total 23.44 lakh voters.

Vote casting in the polls to the two Dhaka

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina congratulates the mayors-elect of Dhaka north and south city corpo-
rations, Annisul Huq, right, and Sayeed Khokon, left, after the two had gone to meet her at Gono
Bhaban in the capital yesterday.

City polls

free, fair

Claims PM,
criticises media

coverage
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday observed
that Tuesday's city polls
were very much fair, saying it
was the victory of democ-
racy and people.

"This is the victory of
democracy, this is the vic-
tory of people... at least this
is not the victory of mili-
tants, terrorists and those
involved in subversive
activities,” she said.

The PM made the
remarks when two mayors-
elect of Dhaka north and
south city corporations
Annisul Hug and Sayeed
Khokan and some council-
lors-elect met her at Gano
Bhaban in the capital.

Hasina, also chief of the
ruling Awami League, men-
tioned that the win of the
Al-sponsored mayors and
councillors was people's
victory against militants and
terrorists.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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“There's no need for
a democracy better
than the one exist-
Ing in our country
where thousands of
people take to the
streets on rumours
that Delawar
Hossain Sayedee has
been seen on the

AN AWAMI LEAGUE LEADER
WHILE SPEAKING ANONYMOUSLY TO

@he Batly Star

Only cheer from
polls campaign

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARIJEE and
Wasim BIN HABIB

Political mudslinging has long been a key
feature in Bangladesh politics, but the city
polls have given people hopes that the
culture of electioneering might see a change
for the better.

The election campaigns, which began on
April 7 in Dhaka and Chittagong cities, were
different in many aspects from the ones the
country witnessed in the past.

Almost all mayoral candidates and their
supporters carried out electioneering,
complying with the electoral code of
conduct. But of course there were a few
exceptions.

People saw new approaches from the
mayoral aspirants: The candidates shared
the same stage on a few occasions, had
discussions and gave their views on solving
the decades-long problems in the capital.

Some ran campaigns riding bicycles or
public bus, cleaning roads with brooms or
jogging with general people. They even used
the social media in every way possible,

Holding each other's hands, they had
their group photos taken, Some of them

Then DNCC mayor aspirants Mahi B
Chowdhury, Annisul Hug, and Tabith Awal -
are all smiles at a views-exchange meet at -

Krishibid Institute on April 12.

even visited homes of their rivals -- a rare

scene in the country's confrontational .
- spokesman for the UN

. chief.

politics.
The candidates engaged their family

members, especially their wives, in the .

campaigns. BNP-backed mayor and coun- | daily press briefing at the

- UN headquarters in New

public fearing arrest, depended on their - York on Tuesday.

cillor candidates, who didn't appear in

family members.

Afroza Abbas, wife of BNP-endorsed °
mayoral candidate Mirza Abbas in Dhaka -

UN, EU for
- probe into
election
-anomalies

: DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT :

have lost

. INAM AHMED

 The United Nations has

. called for a probe into the
- allegations of irregularities
- in Dhaka and Chittagong
. city corporation polls by

. the competent authorities.

. General Ban Ki-moon
" encouraged the competent
- authorities to investigate all -

PHOTO: FILE - @PPOSIUON 1O
+ cratic institutions to

. express its concerns, said

The European Union

- has made a similar call,
. urging all parties to shun
" violence.

The UN Secretary

the allegations and the
opposition to use the demo-’

Farhan Haq, deputy

He was addressing the

Responding to a query,
Farhan said the secretary
SEE PAGE 2 COLS5 -

IETEJANALYSIS I
City election:
Things we

Instead, what we saw is the crudest form of an election.

It seemed the government was afraid to test its popularity -
in an election that had actually no effect on power change. .
- And it showed the government was in the “I could not care -
- less” mode to have an election in this fashion.
. And through this farce we have lost quite a few things. .
" Let's count them.
First, we have lost the faith of our citizens, especially the -
. youngsters who were the first-time voters in the democratic -
. process that the government so staunchly preaches.
*  There was this young nursing student who recounted her *
. polling centre experience. She almost danced to the polling -

"Dhaka
- Chittagong city corpora-

Not credible

- Observes Election
- Working Group
- about city polls

. STAFE CORRESPONDENT

. The city corporation polls
“held
- Chittagong on Tuesday are
. not credible by any stan-
" dard, says Election Working
- Group (EWG), a platform of
. 28 non-partisan civil society

. There is a sea difference between the election that was and . ©rganisations.

" the election that could have been.
* It could have been an election in which people could -
- merrily walk to the polling centres and pick their mayors. It
- could have been a return to true democracy. We could have ;
* run pictures of the winners and the losers embracing each °
. other, the victors saying they want support of the losers and -
. the losers promising their best for building a better city.

in Dhaka and

The EWG at a press

. conference at the Jatiya Press
. Club vyesterday presented
* their preliminary observa-

tions of 619 out of 2,701 poll
centres in Dhaka North,
South and

tions.
"Numerous incidents of

ballot stuffing, intimida-

- tion, booth capture and

violence were reported,”

" said Md Abdul Alim, direc-

tor of EWG Secretariat,
"Based on the extent of

- malpractice and irregulari-

ties observed, EWG evalu-
ates these elections to be not

- centre, the first time in her life, and then the polling officer | credible,” he added.
- gave her a smile and said, "Well, since you have come to -

- The summary of their
SEE PAGE 2 COL 6 - findings shows that ballot

Nepal quake
victim rescued

after 82 hours

Tells horror tale
AFP, Kathmandu

As he lay trapped for some
82 hours under the rubble
of his Kathmandu hotel
after Nepal's devastating
earthquake, Rishi Khanal
knew what he must do to
survive: drink his own
urine.

After a painstaking res-
cue effort, Nepalese and
French emergency workers
finally pulled the 28-year-
old alive late Tuesday from
the wreckage, from where
he had been desperately
calling relatives on his
phone for days.

Dazed and caked in dirt,
Khanal was carried out of
the wreckage on a stretcher
before being taken to hos-
pital where doctors said he
was lucky to be alive, suf-
fering a leg injury.

Brother-in-law Purna
Ram Bhattarai, 32,
described how Khanal was
left helpless when his leg
was pinned under debris
during Saturday's quake

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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Residents carry their belongings taken out from their destroyed hou
Rescuers are facing a race against time to find survivors of a mammoth earthquake that hit Saturday and killed more than 5,000 people.

ses in Harisddhi on the outskiris of the Nepalese capital Kathmandu yesterday.

PHOTO: AFP
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JP candidates
stage poor show

PaNKA] KARMAKAR

All three mayor aspirants blessed by main opposition in
parliament Jatiya Party could not even bag one-eighth of the
votes cast in Tuesday's city polls, resulting in the forfeiture
of their security deposits.

All of them put together bagged only 13,600 votes from
the 26.53 lakh people who voted, according to the results
released by the office of the returning officers.

A high number of councillor aspirants even bagged more
votes than the three JP leaders had got together.

"This humiliating result has tarnished the image of the
party,” P lawmaker Ruhul Amin Hawlader told The Daily
Star yesterday.

Hawlader, also former secretary general of the party,
blamed the process of endorsing the mayor candidates in
the polls.

"We hope we will work to strengthen our party with the
lesson from the mistake," he added.

The JP leaders' poor performance caused forfeiture of
their security deposit. According to electoral laws, an
individual needs to deposit Tk 1 lakh to become a mayor
aspirant in Dhaka North City Corporation while the
amount is Tk 50,000 for Dhaka South City Corporation and
Chittagong City Corporation.

If a candidate fails to get one-eighth of the total vote cast
in an election, the candidate does not get the money back.

In DNCC, JP-backed mayor hopeful Bahauddin Ahmed
obtained only 2,950 votes out of 8.74 lakh vote cast.

JP blessed mayor aspirant in DSCC Mohammad
Saifuddin bagged 4,519 out of 9.05 lakh vote cast.

In Chittagong, JP supported candidate Solaiman Alam

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6



