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Dhaka south area
more risk-prone

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law enforcement agencies have identified
around 500 polling centres as risk-prone in
Dhaka north and south city corporations, ‘parpe
accordingto officials of an intelligence agency. =

Most of the centres for Tuesday's polls are in 201 5
the south, which has been a hub of student
politics for having a good number of higher education
institutions, said one of the officials.

Dhaka University, Jagannath University, Dhaka College,
Kabi Nazrul Government College and Alia Madrasa are in
Dhaka south that has 889 polling centres. Dhaka north has
1,093 centres.

"Leaders and activists of student bodies at these educa-
tional institutions might work for some of the candidates in
the south, and try to use muscle power during the polls,” the
official told The Daily Star seeking anonymity.

Some councillor candidates backed by a few ruling party
leaders might resort to violence to ensure victory in the
polls, added the official.

However, Dhaka Metropolitan Police Commissioner
Asaduzzaman Miah said they have put all the polling
centres in two categories -- “important” and “general”.

Of the 1,982 centres in the two city corporations, 1,429
have been identified as “important” and the rest as
“general”, the DMP boss said at a press briefing at the DMP
Media Centre.
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Schoolchildren are seen running campaign offices of candidates in Moghbazar in the capital yesterday. They have also been
seen in processions and meetings of councillor and mayor aspirants.
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Victims' struggle
on to rebuild life

Trauma, hardship not over

WASIM BIN HABIB

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY and

'2 YEARS OF'

collapse still haunt them.

April 24 is a day the survivors of Rana Plaza
disaster find too difficult to forget as it had
turned theirworld upside down.

The horrifying memories of the building

RANA
PLAZA

DISASTER,

Many survivors are still struggling to rebuild their lives as
they were not given the financial support they were prom-
ised. Many received financial assistance from the govern-
ment, NGOs, charities and social organisations, which
turned out to be inadequate to run the families.

Halima Begum was a sewing machine operator at New
Wear Style on the seventh floor of Rana Plaza. She was
working on the floor when the building imploded on the
fateful day. She survived, but her right leg and left hand were
broken.

Birth rate static, child
mortality rate declines

Says Bangladesh Demographic and Health Survey

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country's birth rate remains static
at 2.3 since 2011, the year when the rate
of 2 was set to be achieved by 2016.

Avery insignificant advancement in
contraceptive use is the reason for this
stationary birth rate.

The use of contraceptive among the
married women [aged 15-49 years|,
between 2011 and 2014, rose by a
meagre one percent to stand at 62, still
trailing by 10 percent from 2016's
targetof 72.

However, not everything is bleak in
the preliminary findings of the
Bangladesh Demographic and Health

Survey (BDHS), 2014, which was
presented at the Radisson Blu Hotel in
Dhaka yesterday.

Success came in the forms of under-
five child mortality rate and stunting
[height for age]| reduction as
Bangladesh could achieve targets in
both these areas two years ahead of
2016.

A target was set to reduce under-five
child mortality to 48 deaths per 1,000
live births by 2016 from 53 in 2011.
Bangladesh has already lowered the
rate below 46.

Similarly, the rate of stunted chil-
dren has reduced to 36 in 2014 from 41
in 2011 against a set target of 38 by

2016.

The experts attributed the no-
change in birth rate since 2011 in an
over-populated country of nearly 160
millions to the almost static contracep-
tive usage.

They also pointed out very high
birth rates in Chittagong and Sylhet
divisions.

While the total fertility rates in
Khulna, Rajshahi and Rangpur divi-
sions range between 1.9 and 2.1, it is
2.5 to 3.1 in Chittagong and Sylhet. In
Dhaka and Barisal the range is 2.2 to
2.3,

The National Institute of

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Western
Marine to
build ships
for India's
Jindal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Western Marine Shipyard, a
leading shipbuilder of the
country, has struck a deal
with Indian business con-
glomerate Jindal Group to
supply 10 cargo ships worth
Tk 480 crore, the
Bangladeshi company said
yesterday.

Western Marine signed
the agreement with Jindal
Steel Works Ltd in Mumbai
on March 5 for building the
ships. However, the com-
pany disclosed information
about the deal yesterday at a
press conference in Dhaka.

In the first phase, the
company will build six ships
to be delivered in the next
18 months, and the rest after
successful completion of the
first phase, according to a
press release.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

'‘Criminal’
killed in
'shootout'

STAR REPORT

An alleged criminal was
killed in a “gunfight” with
police in Phultala upazila of
Khulna, while a “robber”

was shot in a similar inci-
dent in Satkhira's Tala
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
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ELECTION CAMPAIGN

Khaleda asked not
to violate rules

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The returning officers of Dhaka north and south city

corporations vyesterday requested BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia to refrain from activities that violate the
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the fallen
of Gallipoli

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Australia and New Zealand
have led tributes to the
fallen soldiers who died
while fighting at Gallipoliin
Turkey during the First
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electoral code of conduct during campaign.

World War.

Following an Election Commission directive, the ROs
sent two separate letters to Khaleda requesting her not to
break the electoral rules, said EC officials.

The letters also reminded her that violating the electoral
code of conduct was a “punishable offence”, they added.

"I would like to inform you [Khaleda] that peoples'
movement [on streets] is being hampered when you get
engaged in electioneering as the BNP chairperson,” said one
of the letters, signed by Mihir Sarwar Morshed, RO of Dhaka
South City Corporation.
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Events throughout yester-
day, across the world,
marked the centenary of the
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PUNDRO UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (PUST)

LEARN TO LIFE (Government & UGC Approved)
First Pvt. University in North Bengal

Admission
Summer-2015
PROGRAMS

. Graduate
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Under Graduate

BBA (4 Years)

B.Sc in Computer Science & Engineering (4 Years) o

B.Sc in Electronics & Communication Engineering (ECE) (4 Years) : At |easta Bachelor Degree from any discipline.

B.Sc in Information Technology & Net-works. (ITN) (4 Years) : EMBA (Classes are on Friday & Saturday)

+ Admission Eligibility:

' Minimum two years work experience as an
executive with at least a Bachelor Degree.

Application Deadline:
05 May, 2015

' MBA (Reguler)
Admission Eligibility:
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Admission Eligibility:

Minimum 2nd Division of GPA 2.5 in both SSC and HSC
or equivalent examiniations of 'O’ Level in five subjects
and 'A’ Level in two major subjects with minimum 'C' in
each.
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Special Oppurtunities:
Tuition waivers and scholarships are available in different

categories. PUST fund is available for financially
disadvantaged but meritorious students.

Seats are limited

N.B.: (1) Application forms are available in PUST web site.
(2) There is no admission office, Outer Campus except of its Founding Campus.

Admission office remains open even on Friday
Contact: 01713-377076, 01713-377037

Campus: Rangpur Road, Gokul, Bogra.

Web site: www.pundrouniversity.com, E-mail: pundrouniversity@gmail.com
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