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Amit Dey have now become

household names - only because
they jumped in to save their fellow female
counterparts, who like the rest of the
people that day, were simply having fun
with their family members and loved
ones. "We were returning from a meeting
and happened to be at the TSC area," says
Liton Nandi, President of Chhatra Union.
"There were thousands of people in the
area. Even then, we could figure out that a
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group of men were deliberately trying to
create a gridlock. | sensed that something
was terribly wrong. We could only hear
someone screaming. As soon as we
reached the spot, we saw that the group of
men was gnawing at the girl, while her
husband or boyfriend was trying to protect
her." According to Nandi, the girl did not
have any clothes on her. Her sari had
come off. The men were groping and
grabbing at her. "We tried to stop the men
from attacking; at one point we also
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began to hit the men to make them stop,"
Nandi remembers. "Eventually, | took off
my Panjabi and gave it to the girl so that
she could cover herself. The girl got on a
rickshaw, fixed her clothes and returned
my Panjabi to me."

A few feet away, the rescuers found yet
another group of men attacking a young
girl of not more than 16-18 years of age.
"She fell to the ground because of all the
gnawing and groping," says Nandi. "I
realised that the girl would die under the
stampede. We ran to the spot and were
literally begging the men to stop. She is
going to die - | shouted to the men. Please
let her go!"

It was only when everything had
calmed down that Nandi realised that he
had a broken arm.

Even though an outrage over the
incident spread like wild-fire in the
country, many young people, especially
young men, find it hard to digest the fact
that women can roam about freely in the
city. ‘Why do they not cover themselves?’
‘Why do they entice the men to attack
them?’ - have been the opinion belonging
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to many of the young men, both online
and offline.

"The society has not changed as much
as we would like it to, unfortunately,"
opines Rakiba Sultana. A final year
master's student of Sociology and also a
researcher at the National University,
Sultana regularly conducts workshops
with young male and female students. She
feels that Bangladeshi men, in general, are
still not used to the fact that female
counterparts exist. "And that is where all
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the problems start! The men and women,
especially in their late teens and early
twenties, feel awkward around each other,
despite the fact that they study together or
even work together," says Rakiba.
"Somehow, the idea of sharing an idea
with a woman or watching them do
something completely normal in a public
platform - a platform that has always been
'owned' by the male- is difficult."

Sultana speaks of a workshop session
she had conducted on business writing
skills, where she had invited young male
and female students to attend. "The boys
and girls were sitting in groups where the
boys would not bother to speak to the girls
and vice versa," says Sultana. "l conducted
some ice breaking sessions and eventually
the boys and girls acknowledged each
others' presence, shared ideas and also
worked in groups. This is something that
should be done in our homes,
neighbourhoods and schools, so that
when young boys and girls grow up, they
do not find it difficult to participate in the
real world. Speaking and sharing do not
mean promoting indecent behavior as

Liton Nandi

many claim! It is simply the first of many
steps to respecting each other." People
should stand up, stay united and speak up
against such atrocities - they say. There
should have been more people to help the
women that day at the TSC area on Pahela
Baishakh. If a woman is molested by 20-
30 men in broad daylight, in the midst of
thousands of people celebrating Baishakh,
one simply wonders about the millions of
women molested, sexually abused,
harassed and raped - every 30 minutes in
the country. In fact, Liton Nandi and his
team have been referred to as ‘delusional’
by the Proctor of DU and have also been
accused of stretching the matter too far.
"After the rescue attempts on April 14, |
realised why regular people do not come
forward to help others in need on the
streets," says Liton Nandi. "My friends and
| did so, but despite being a student
politician for the last many years, | am
being attacked and pulled into the blame
game by the authorities."

Nandi is doing everything he can to
protect the others as well as himself from
the vicious blame game. What would you
and | do in this situation?



