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Riddle over
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the south side of Raju Bhashkarja
roundabout.

Liton alleged that the perpetra-
tors groped many women for over
an hour from 5:00pm. The worst of
the assault was made on the south
side of the Raju Bhashkarja round-
about.

He had one of his hands broken
while trying to protect several
women.

An analysis of the DMP-camera
list reveals 17 of the cameras were
either watching towards the north
side of the Raju Bhashkarja or were
set up far away from the place of
assault.

From the DMP list, Liton had
singled out camera-16, which
apparently covered the area where
the worst part of the assault took
place. Camera-16 was placed on an
electric pole right to the Suhrawardy
Udyan's entrance, facing southward.

“The discovery that police con-
cealed information regarding CCTV
camera proves they are trying to
cover up the incident,” said Liton.

Police released the footage of
nine cameras on April 17.

A source in the DMP claimed
they had the footage from 21 cam-
eras out of 22, as one camera
stopped feeding after Asar prayer
(afternoon prayer).

“It was never fixed," the source
added.

The latest findings pertaining to
the number of cameras were recon-
firmed by sources in the ICT
department, detective police and
DMP's media wing.

The Daily Star grabbed 50
screenshots of women being sexu-
ally assaulted from the hour-long
footage from camera-5.

The camera-5 covered only a part
of the area around the roundabout,
particularly its north side.

Contacted, DMP Commissioner
Asaduzzaman Miah on April 20
said, “Talk to the media depart-
ment of police.” He did not give
the reporter a chance to ask ques-
tions.

The reporter was not given an
audience at the DMP boss' office
yesterday. Messages sent to his
mobile phone went unanswered.

DMP Joint Commissioner
Monirul Islam yesterday said he
knew that the DMP had had foot-
age from 21 cameras, and that one
of the cameras went down on April
14.

Earlier on April 17, Monirul
admitted for the first time that
women were sexually assaulted
during the celebrations.

Asaduzzaman Miah on April 18
said it is normal that a woman
could be touched or pushed in an
area filled with thousands of peo-
ple.

The next day, State Minister for
Home Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal
said he found no evidence of sex-
ual assault on women in the foot-

Abbas' bail
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Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha
was yet to assign any new bench for
the final hearing and disposal of
the petitions, since he was not in
the Supreme Court office yesterday
afternoon, Kabir said.

The secretary could not say when
the chiet justice would refer the
bail petitions of the BNP-blessed
mayoral candidate to an HC bench
for their final hearing and disposal.

On April 15, Justice Quamrul
oranted three weeks' anticipatory
bail to Abbas in two vandalism and
arson cases, while Justice Gobinda
rejected the bail petitions and
ordered the accused BNP leader to
surrender before the lower court
concerned immediately.

One of the cases was filed with
Paltan police on December 29 last
year and another with Motijheel
police on January 4 on charges of
vandalising and setting fire to vehi-
cles.

On April 21, another HC bench
of Justice Md Moinul Islam
Chowdhury and Justice ]IBM Hassan
fixed April 27 for hearing the BNP
leader's another bail plea in a cor-
ruption case.

Abbas, BNP's Dhaka city con-
vener, currently stands accused in
at least 60 cases. He is also facing
an arrest warrant issued in connec-
tion with a graft case lodged by the
Anti-Corruption Commission.

7-day ban
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April 25 to 12midnight on May 1 and
the decision was taken for the sake of
law and order ahead of city corpora-
tion polls, said a circular issued by
the ministry.

The members of law enforcement
agencies and the security personnel of
different government, semi-government
and non-government offices, and those
of banks and financial institutions will
remain outside the purview of the
order, added the circular.

Govt cancels 30-year
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capital -- was still locked till yester-
day evening with the BBA authorities
reportedly declining to hand over
the keys before Sunday.

An official of the road transport
and bridges ministry said the deci-
sion to hand over the charge of the
400-acre luxury resort to the army
was taken last month,

"Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has already approved a proposal to
this end,” said the official, who had
access to the proposal, preferring
anonymity.

Road Transport and Bridges
Minister Obaidul Quader said, "The
resort resort might be given to one of
the armed forces.”

Asked whether it was the army, he
said: "It's not just the army. It could
be the Navy as well. The decision
that the prime minister takes will be
absolute."

A new cantonment for
Bangladesh Army was inaugurated
near the resort site in January.

On March 16, the BBA issued a
notice asking the JRL to explain why
the lease would not be cancelled for
"not implementing some projects

and paying the dues," ANM
Shahjahan, general manager of the
JIRL, told The Daily Star.

They replied to the notice on
March 23, and the BBA sent another
letter on April 1 saying that the lease
had been cancelled as "the reply was
not satisfactory", according to
another JRL high-up.

Then the resort operators moved
before a Dhaka court which on April
2 stayed the lease cancellation notice
and directed the BBA to maintain a
status quo on the resort's possession
until further order.

The same court on Wednesday
removed the status quo following a
sovernment appeal and the same
day the BBA conducted the eviction
drive,

The JRL yesterday moved before
the High Court which stayed the
April 22 order of the Dhaka court
and allowed the consortium to run
its business for the next three
months, JRL's counsel AKM Ehsanur
Rahman told The Daily Star.

The HC bench of Justice Nazrul
Islam Chowdhury and Justice Amir
Hossain asked the government to
explain why the April 22 order
should not be overruled, he added.

JRL Director Tafsir Awal, also a
son of Mintoo, questioned the
motive of the government move.
"Definitely there is a bad intention
behind this ... It's a political harass-

ment."

Asked if he thinks his brother's
mayoral bid with BNP's support had
anything to with it, Tafsir said: "Defi-
nitely it has."

Due procedures were not fol-
lowed in the cancellation process, he
said adding: "It was done all so hur-
riedly”.

Both Tafsir and Shahjahan said
they had heard that the army was
going to get the resort's operational
contract.

The JRL is a consortium of 10
companies -- including Mintoo's
Pragati Insurance, Pragati Life insur-
ance, Nepal's Chowdhury Group,
KDS Group of Chittagong and WW
Grains-- among others.

India’'s Zinc Hospitality Ltd has
been given the operational work of
the resort.

The JRL took the Jamuna Resort
on lease in November 1999 for 30
vears but the BBA handed over its
possession in 2005, according to
Shahjahan, GM of the JRL,

He also alleged that wvaluables
were looted from the resort during
Wednesday's eviction drive,

Subir Kumar Banerjee, general
manager (operations) of the resort,
told The Daily Star that the BBA
authorities displayed an "inhumane
behaviour” during the eviction.

"They came along with police and
magistrate to evict us immediately.
They were hurling abusive words at
us," said the Indian national.

"I couldn't leave immediately
since I live here with my family. I
requested them to give me at least 24
hours so that I can prepare myself to
vacate the house. But they wouldn't
do it. Finally, when I telephoned the
DC (deputy commissioner of Tangail),
he granted me the time," he said.

"I also have informed the Indian
High Commission in Dhaka of the
matter," he added.

To talk on these, Minister Obaidul
Quader suggested this correspon-
dent to talk to the BBA secretary.

Contacted, Secretary Khandker
Anwarul Islam said: "The BBA direc-
tor (admin) can speak on this better
than me. Please, talk to him."

Director Sobir Ahmmed then said
the BBA secretary knew it better than
him. "You should talk to him," he
told The Daily Star.

An official of the road transport
and bridges ministry said if the deci-
sion i1s implemented, the govern-
ment will have to pay the JRL Tk 70-
80 crore in compensation.
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make an arrest in connection with
the Monday's incident.

The case statement of Qaiyum
said 40 to 50 AL cadres wielding
firearms, sticks and rods swooped
on Khaleda's motorcade in an
attempt to kill her when it stopped
at Bangla Motor traffic signal at
5:20pm Wednesday.

They also vandalised the vehicles
of motorcade and damaged their
windshields, including the BNP
chief's SUV. The attack left many
people, including members of her
personal security force, wounded.

Qaiyum, a former inspector gen-
eral of police, also said the members
of law enforcement agencies had
played a silent role during the
attack.

They also learnt that the attackers
were cadres of the AL, Jubo League,
BCL and Sramik League, he said.
CASE FILED BY AL
In his case statement, Babu said he
along with others was heading
towards Bangla Motor after election-
eering for AL-backed mayoral candi-
date Sayeed Khokon.

When they reached near the
Bangla Motor branch of Mutual
Trust Bank around 5:15pm, BNDP
chairperson's motorcade hit them,
leaving three of them, including
him, injured, he said.

As they protested the incident,
around 20-25 people, including the
CSF members, came out of the vehicles
at the behest of senior BNP leaders.

Equipped with shotguns and
sticks, they started beating them
(Babu's men) indiscriminately and
threatened to open fire and kill them,

They tore leaflets of Sayeed
Khokon and threatened to kill them
(Babu's men) if they continued their
electioneering for him, said the state-
ment.

Credible polls
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ment for campaigning,” said
Stéphane Dujarric, spokesman for the
UN chief.

He was addressing the daily press
briefing at the UN headquarters in
New York on Wednesday:.

Responding to a query about
reported attacks on BNP chief Khaleda
Zia's motorcade, Dujarric said, “We are
aware that the responsible authorities
are investigating the incidents.”

In a statement on April 4, the UIN
secretary-general called upon the
authorities in all relevant institutions
to ensure that the elections to Dhaka
and Chittagong city corporations will
be transparent, inclusive and credible,

FROM PAGE 20

said he had done groundwork on it,
and mentioned everything in his elec-
tion manifesto.

“I want to see Dhaka as a new gener-
ation city that would ensure security
for all. Itis also important to transform
it into a dynamic city. The new genera-
tion deserves a world-class city.”

In his election manifesto, Mahi
pledged to resolve the city's problems
through a "SMART" approach. Here
“S" stands for specific, “M" for measur-
able, A" for achievable, "R" for realis-
ticand “T" for time-bound.

"It means we will have to identify
the problems, and measure those for
finding solutions," he said.

Mahi, son of ex-president AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury, said if elected,
he would address the city's major prob-
lems such as insecurity among city
residents, food adulteration, traffic jam,
illegal drug trade, water logging and the
lack of good bus services.

He claimed his rivals in the city
polls didn't do any homework while
preparing their election manifestos.

Asked why he is running in the
mayoral race, Mahi said, he had always
been into politics, as he came from the
family of a politician.

A 'mew generation city'

“However, it is certainly not the
only reason for me to run for mayor-
alty. [ want to bring a change to the
existing political culture of confronta-
tion and muscle power. I want to do
something good for people.”

He said the major obstacles to
improving services for city dwellers are
a lack of proper political leadership
and good governance. "Legal reforms
and empowerment of the mayor are
also needed to thisend.”

“The concept of city government
must be applied to ensure better ser-
vices for city residents.” Proper politi-
cal leadership can definitely make a
difference,

Mahi said if he was elected mayor,
he would do everything within his
jurisdiction to implement his pledges
to voters.

Asked why people should vote for
him, Mahi said they would cast ballots
for him because the new generation
wanted politics of unity, not division.

“The new generation wants only
peaceful programmes. They will
choose me because they want to get
out of the current political situation.
They also want a leader who is honest
and has a close political relationship
with common people.”
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growing on-site,” said Erik
Oberholtzer, co-founder of the
California-based fast food chain. "But
all of our restaurants are in high-
density urban areas, so aside from a
few planter boxes we thought there
was nothing beyond decorative that we
could everdo.”

But when Erik and the other found-
ers started researching vertical gardens,
they came across the concept of
aeroponic towers from Green City
Farms, These towers are basically
plant-filled poles that can easily blend
in, pretty much anywhere. So they
decided to get some for their
Hollywood location.

“They're perfect for our patios
because there's not much energy need
and the water usage is miniscule,” Erik
explained. "We can grow 44 plants per
tower. In Hollywood we have 24 tow-
ers, and they're just popping with all
kinds of fruits and vegetables.” The
produce is harvested once a week, and
used to prepare a daily special.

Linderstandably, the food grown in
the towers cannot be used to prepare
every single dish, given the high vol-

Restaurant grows food

ume of diners. And the poles cannot be
used indoors yet, because of the large
amount of energy required for light-
ing. Which is why Tender Greens only
has outdoor poles on the patio.

But the concept is a great example of
companies shifting to more eco-
friendly and efficient means of farm-
ing, especially as California's drought
worsens. Reports suggest that hydro-
ponic farming needs as low as 10 per-
cent of the water required to grow food
in a traditional field.

Although they aren't able to grow
all the food they need, the restaurant's
tounders hope to source as much 60
percent of their produce from
aeroponic or hydroponic systems. In
fact, Erik himself has installed a new
aeroponic system at Scarborough
Farms outside LA, which supplies most
of the company's vegetables. He also
hopes to work with startups that use
hydroponics indoors.

"We're all in on controlled environ-
ment agriculture,” said Erik. "This sets
the occasion for us to have a conversa-
tion with our guests around the future
of farming and the role that we intend
to play in that.”
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