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T'S 6 o'clock. As the
THE SOUND sultry Baishakh breeze
& THE FURY blows, I walk through

the familiar spaces in
Suhrawardy and TSC that
I've passed through innu-
merable times, places
where I've had life-
changing debates, made
life-long friends and learnt
to indulge in the many joys
of life, from politics to
prem. The mobile tea-biri
stalls, the mahogany trees
and the nonchalant ganja smokers on the grass all
scream familiarity, but today I can't recognise the
space anymore. Today, it doesn't seem like a place
where [ belong,

A few days ago, at this very place, 20 women
and girls were sexually tortured, harassed,
assaulted, violated (semantics is important: which
— if any - of these words can sum up adequately
the severity of the violence?) by 30-40 men, in
broad daylight, amidst thousands of people cele-
brating Pahela Baishakh. In clusters, for a whole
hour, these men carried out their nasty, vicious,
callous 'celebrations': everything and everyone was
up for grabs, from 10-year-old girl to middle-aged
mother, to be forcefully stripped, groped and
bitten. For a whole hour, the women's screams
were drowned by the loud siren of vuvuzelas and
the even louder thud of people's apathy.

The "unsuspecting crowd” apparently bustled
to and fro; did they really notice no oddity? Did
they miss the flailing arms, lurid jeers, flashes of
skin and the stench of rampant masculinity? Or did
they, glimpsing something ominous, scurry away to
a safe corner, like they did the night Avijit was
hacked to death in front of a street full of people,
only a few feet away? Maybe some thought the
women deserved it - the audacious girls who had
come out of their homes to celebrate the New Year,
dressed in the “"provocative” colours of Boishakh!
For others, the molestation of girls in public spaces
may have seemed like 'business as usual’.
Eyewitnesses suggest that some of the bystanders,
instead of helping them, took to videotaping the
assaults, while others joined in the "festivities”
directly, hurling themselves onto the women. They
found, in the attacks initiated by others, an oppor-
tunity to indulge in their own inner fantasies of
humiliating and harming women in (forced) posi-
tions of weaknesses. Men (in this hetero-patriarchal
capitalist society) are honourable creatures, after all.
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But forget the bystanders, who, beyond a moral
binding, are at least not legally obligated to protect
other citizens of this country from vicious attacks.
What of our honourable law enforcers, who just
stood 20 yards away from where the series of attacks
took place and failed, albeit refused, to step in? Some
even provided a flawless logic for their non-
intervention: the area where the attack took place
was, apparently, “beyond their jurisdiction”! And so
they allowed the hour-long attack to continue, with-
out so much as a call for backup, despite repeated
pleas by Chhatra Union activists to intervene. Worse
still, they allegedly released five perpetrators (includ-
ing two DU students) handed over to them by the
activists. At a time of the year when extra police was
supposedly deployed all around the area to ensure
maximum protection to citizens, such shameless
police (in)action must be interrogated and those
responsible held accountable. But, oh wait, what's the
point of these academic demands? After all, when
there was an outcry about the police's “See no evil,
hear no evil, catch no evil” syndrome in the Avijit
case, didn't the police themselves carry out an investi-
gation about their ‘alleged’ inadequacies and come
to the conclusion that they had, in fact, done nothing
wrong? In a country where impunity runs deeper
than blood, it's all but a fantasy to wish that law
members be held liable for their failures to carry out
their mandated tasks.

If police response during the attack was abhorrent,
how they reacted to it subsequently was even more
disgraceful. For four days, the police, who had access to
19 CCIV cameras positioned strategically around the
site, refused to admit that sexual assault had taken
place. It's all media hype, they said. On Friday, they
released a CCTV footage to the media arguing that it
revealed nothing. Unfortunately for the police, who
clearly have no conception of what constitutes sexual
assault, the media and the public were not so easily
fooled; the tape, though not of the area where wit-
nesses suggest the most atrocious assaults took place,
showed multiple instances of women being sur-
rounded, groped and attacked. On Saturday, after
releasing six more footages, they really had no option
but to admit that some assault had taken place,
although they still insisted that what they saw on the
tapes was really no cause for such fuss. Apparently,
unless a woman is stripped and raped, there's no point
in losing any sleep over it: all other kinds of violence is
“minor” that women should just accept as an inevita-
ble part of their existence. The police sub-inspector of
Shahbagh Police Station even went so far as to say that
the youth weren't molesters but were rather "related to
the girls”. How or why they came to these twisted
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conclusions is anybody’s guess. Also, let's not forget,
the police have still not released the tape of CCTV
camera-16 which apparently covered the area where
eyewitnesses suggest the stripping took place.

That the police are acting in this manner is
alarming to say the least, for it suggests that in all
likelihood justice in this case will remain elusive,
much like the hundreds of cases of sexual assault
before it that saw no justice. One may well wonder
if the police are attempting to save any particular
group of people; why else would they go to such
lengths to refuse to acknowledge the evidence? Or
are we to assume that the police are, in general,
this oblivious and insensitive to incidents of vio-
lence against women? Either way, if this is how
state apparatuses ensure protection of its citizens,
can we even be surprised that people carry out
such rampant attacks so fearlessly in public?

The university authorities' reaction have also
been abhorrent, with the acting proctor taking an
equally wishy-washy and problematic stance. That
he, too, would see no evidence of assault upon
scrutinising the tapes is a cause for apprehension,
highlighting the DU authorities' “sensitivity” to
sexual violence on its campus.

To top it all off, the Information Minister's com-
ment that this was a conspiracy of militant and

Islamist forces to attack our cultural values is yet
another insolent example of the state's refusal to

admit responsibility and acknowledge that sexual
violence, carried out every day by ordinary men, is an
integral part of how this patriarchal state functions.

Such blatantly sexist reactions on the part of
powerful institutions only go to show how deep
the problem runs, and the extent to which
women's bodies are restrained and controlled by
various patriarchal structures of power. The cate-
gorical refusal to acknowledge sexual assault high-
lights that groping, abuse and harassment of
women in public spaces are acceptable, even rou-
tine practices that women must live with. They
suggest that public spaces and celebrations, even
today, belong to men,and that should women
dare to transgress, they can and will be put in their
rightful place. But, in the end, these ludicrous
responses remind us just how much more con-
certed our fight has to be, how much stronger,
louder and more determined we have to be in
challenging patriarchal institutions and attitudes,
so that we can finally reclaim our public spaces
and our lives.

Losing a battle to win a war?

ZIAUDDIN CHOUDHURY

ade punctuated by strikes has elicited a sigh of relief from

hartal stricken people of Bangladesh. But it does not necessar-
ily bring an end to the political uncertainty that the country may
continue to face in the coming months and years. This is so because
a weakened opposition and absence of agitation and protests do not
promote growth of democracy in a country.

In the three-month long conflict, sacrifices were mainly made by
people in whose name the opposition started its battle. The devotees
and defenders of the party may call this exit a tactical retreat, but
cynics will view this as an admission of the mistaken strategy and
egotistic belief of the party leader that time was ripe for a mass
upheaval. Unfortunately, absent from this strategy was an evaluation
of the happenings only a year before when the party had tried simi-
lar methods of non-stop strikes and blockades to persuade people to
throw in their lot with the movement.

We can speculate on the change of strategy or tactic of the opposi-
tion, the most obvious of which is sheer exhaustion and a slow
implosion of party organisation because of internal conflict. The
other could be the upcoming Mayoral elections in the two big cities
where several members of the BNP want the party to participate.
This is despite its leader's public vow not to participate in elections
held by the current election commission. This vow did not hold
before either when the party supported candidates standing in the
local Upazila elections. It may be that hopes are riding high among
some in the party that they could cash on the anti-government senti-
ments in many and probably win these elections. But it is also possi-
ble that the exit from the policy of confrontation is because of a
realisation amongst the prudent section of the party, however late it
may be, that a political tactic of defiance based on arm wrestling
with state power will lead the party nowhere.

One hopes that the exit of the main opposition party from its policy
of violent confrontation will lead to a more constructive engagement of
the party in the democratic process. That there will be a lesson learnt
from previous failed tactics of hostile baiting and it will give place to
other time honoured practices of wooing the public for their support.

But this may be a tall order in the environment that now exists in
the country. For our political parties including the government have
yet to demonstrate to the people and the world at large that they are
committed to the preservation of people's rights.

Three important ingredients of a meaningful democracy are free-
dom of speech and movement, rule of law, and good governance. One
cannot say with conviction that our institutions operate within these
parameters. A major reason given by the Opposition when they
launched their attack on the government was that they wanted to
restore these operative principles. Unfortunately, the path they
adopted was one of violence and gross disregard for of law. You can-
not fight for rule of law with lawlessness; neither can you stand for
people's rights when you violate their rights to move and speak. It is
one or the other.

People's dissatisfaction with an incumbent party is a world-wide
occurrence. That is why in most democratic countries the ruling
party loses in elections in a cyclical fashion. We had seen that in our
country as well, although not in the same manner as in other
mature democracies. Sometimes our incumbents need a harder
nudge. But all such changes happen at people's will through a demo-
cratic process where all institutions including the political parties
play their respective roles with integrity.

The end to the political nightmares of the last several months is a
welcome development. This may have come at a price that we may
not be aware of, some are obvious and some not. It may have come
about because of determined and heavy handed actions from the
government. It may also have come about because of a severely
weakened and demoralised opposition. But even as it puts the coun-
try on a relatively peaceful platform, going forward with a silenced
opposition may not augur well for our democracy.

For a vibrant democracy we don't only need a good government
but also a viable opposition that acts as the conscience of the public
and oversee the government. Otherwise, we cease to have democracy
and end up with autocracy. The coming Mayoral elections might be
a small sample, but this sample can foretell who will eventually win
the long war for democracy.

: I YHE rather undramatic end to the three plus months of block-

The writer is a political analyst and commentator.
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FACULTY SEARCH
Department of English

EAST DELTA
UNIVERSITY

EDU is seeking full-time faculty members for the following positions.

Professor

Assistant Professor
Lecturer

Application Deadline
23™ April 2015

Apply at:
hr@eastdelta.edu.bd

1267/A, Goshaildanga, Agrabad, Chittagong, Bangladesh Tel:+88 0312-514441-3,

NO HARD COPIES WILL BE ACCEPTED
Please ignore if you have already applied for the
same position against the recent advertisement.

Fax: +88 0312514440, www.eastdelta.edu.bd

Candidates must have PhD (for Professor), Masters
Associate Professor (ELT/Applied Linguistics) preferably from reputed
foreign universities, publications and experiences
as required for each position.

Application Eligibility

with minimum 3.5 in each

A-levels
Baccalaureate

have biology in S.5.C or O’ level

O'Level will get preference

ependent University,

Undergraduate Admission
Summer 2015

Degree Programs Offered
School of Business (BBA) :

® Accounting ® Finance ® Marketing ® Management
® Management Information Systems (MIS) ® Human Resources Management (HRM)
@ International Business (IB) ® Investment Management ® BSc in Economics

School of Engineering & Computer Science (B.Sc.) :

® Computer Science ® Computer Engineering ® Computer Science & Engineering
® Electrical & Electronic Engineering ® Electronic & Telecommunication Engineering

School of Environmental Science & Management (B.Sc.) :
® Environmental Management ® Environmental Science ® Population Environment
School of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences (BSS, BA, LLB) :

® Media & Communication ® Anthropology ® Sociology ® English Literature
@ English Language Teaching (ELT) ® Bachelor in Law (LLB Hons.)

School of Life Sciences (B.Sc.) :
® Microbiology ® Biochemistry

¢ Combined GPA of 8.0in S.S.C and H.5.C

4 Minimum GPA 2.5 in five subjects in
O-levels and GPA 2.0 in two subjects in

4 U.S High School Diploma and International
4 Microbioclogy & Biochemistry students must

4 Environmental Science students who have
taken Chemistry/Physics in 5.5.C or
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FEMALE candidates
outside Dhaka

Bir Uttam Trust
Academic Fartner
'III'III' 8= Microsoft
CISCO

Scholarship and
Financial Aid

4 Up to 100% scholarship
based on admission test
results and academic
records

# 50% financial aid for
concurrently admitted
siblings & spouses.

4 20% -100% Financial aid
based on performance in
IUB and financial need.

Admission Test :

April 30, 2015 till 10 A.M

Classes Commence:
May 10, 2015

Apply Online:
www.iub.edu.bd/admission

¢ Help desk available at IUB

Admissions & Financial Aid Office (Ground Floor), Plot-16, Block-B, Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1229.

Tel: 8401645-53, 8402065-76 Ext-1354, 1355 Fax: 8401991 Cell: 01780 185006 e-mail: admission@iub.edu.bd

‘1UB Quarks’is the
NASA Space Apps

100% scholarship with free
board & lodging will be provided
to meritorious underprivileged
from
provided by
Shaheed Khalek & Major Salek

May 2, 2015 at 10:30 A.M
Last date for Applications :
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