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Ibrahimovic
punished

AFP, Paris

Paris Saint-Germain's tem-
pestuous striker Zlatan
Ibrahimovic on Thursday
received a four-match ban
from Ligue 1 officials for
his comments attacking
France and its referees.

The 33-year-old Swedish
star will miss PSG's games
against Nice, Lille, Metz
and Nantes as a result of
his widely televised rant in
which he said France did
not deserve a team like the
star-studded Paris Saint-
Germain because of the
way it is treated.

Ibrahimovic will already
be missing for the
Champions League
quarterfinal first leg against
Barcelona next week after
his sending off against
Chelsea in the last 16.

Agger gets
2-game ban

REUTERS, Copenhagen

Denmark and Brondby
defender Daniel Agger has
been banned for two games
for violent conduct after
elbowing Mattias Jorgensen
in the head in a hotly-
contested derby against FC
Copenhagen on Monday.

"Based on the television
images, the disciplinary
committee found evidence
that Daniel Agger is guilty
of violent conduct and has
therefore given the
Brondby player a two-
match ban," the Danish FA
said in a statement.
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Pele challenges
Messi, Neymar

AFP, Santiago
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Brazilian legend Pele is looking forward to a
star-studded Copa America tournament this
+ summer -- but has challenged Barcelona stars
Lionel Messi and Neymar to reproduce their
best club form at international level.

The three-time World Cup winner said
the June 11-July 4 tournament in Chile promised to be a
"Copa of Stars" with Messi and Neymar being joined by the
likes of in-form Arsenal forward Alexis Sanchez.

"These days the individual players are better known than
the teams," Pele said during a visit to a homeless encamp-
ment. "It's going to be a 'Copa of Stars', no doubt."

However Pele questioned whether Argentina captain
Messi and Brazilian talisman Neymar would be able to hit
the heights of their best club form.

Despite leading Argentina to the World Cup final last
year, Messi is often accused of failing to sparkle in the
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famous jersey of the 'Albiceleste’. Pele also questioned
whether the 27-year-old would be on top form in Chile.

"When he's in Spain, with Barcelona, with a team he
already knows and knows well, he's a player, " Pele said.

"But Messi when he's with the Argentinian team is not
the same thing," the 74-year-old icon said.

"It's a different way of playing -- the Argentinian team is not
organised the same way. The same thing happens with
Neymar and Brazil."

Pele meanwhile shied away from picking a winner for the
tournament, saying only that Argentina and hosts Chile
would start among the favorites.

“Today football is very even -- you can't say who will
win,” he said. "With computers and television, everyone
knows everything about their opponents. It's hard to say
who will reach the final."

Pele was speaking on the sidelines of a visit to a homeless
encampment south of Santiago set up by a charity to help 30
families living in extreme poverty.

Ronaldo wins
appeal

AFP, Madrid
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The Spanish league on
Friday cancelled a yellow
card awarded against Real
Madrid superstar Cristiano
Ronaldo for diving, ending
a threatened one-match
suspension, his club said.

The Portuguese attacker
got the card for diving in
the penalty area against
Rayo Vallecano on
Wednesday. TV images later
showed that he had been
tripped by a defender.

Real confirmed in a
statement that the Spanish
federation's competitions
committee had "cancelled
the referee's yellow card”.

Ronaldo avoids a one-
match suspension for his
fifth yellow card meaning
he will be available to play
in a key match on Saturday
against Eibar.

Real are second in the
Spanish title race, four
points behind leaders
Barcelona. Coach Carlo
Ancelotti will already be
without James Rodriguez
and Toni Kross, who are
suspended, and the
injured Gareth Bale (mus-
cle problem).

"Bale won't be available
tomorrow," Ancelotti told a
press conference.

"He's suffering from a
sprain and it's best to wait
until Tuesday (when Real
face Atletico Madrid in the
Champions League).

"We must put out the
best team possible, and so
the decision on Cristiano
was normal because the
punishment wasn't right."
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Sold for 20 footballs

AFP, Rosario

Angel di Maria has cost more than 100
million euros in transfers in his illustri-
ous career, but the first fee paid for him
was just 20 footballs.

Poor clubs across South America are
getting ready to celebrate stars like
Argentina's di Maria who have risen to
the top of the profession when the Copa
America starts in June.

Copa fever is mounting in the media
and in the small clubs like El Torito in the
Argentinian city of Rosario where di
Maria first made his mark.

Di Maria was only seven when he first
had clubs fighting for his signature, recalled
Marcelo Pavon, the El Torito coach.

"It was not like Real Madrid or
Manchester United, we sold di Maria for
20 balls to Rosario Central," Pavon told
AFP. "It was a fortune."

Portugal's Benfica paid Rosario Central
more than five million euros for the 19-
year-old di Maria in 2007. They sold him to
Real Madrid for 25 million euros.

The Spaniards got more than 80 mil-
lion euros for the attacking midfielder
when they sold him to Manchester

United last year.

But Rosario, 300 kilometers (185
miles) north of Buenos Aires, and which
also produced Lionel Messi and a host of
other stars, remembers a di Maria who was
known for his skinny build even as a child.

Di Maria's mother Diana would ride
more than 10km on a bicycle with herson
to take him to training with Rosario
Central.

She would help him fill coal sacks in
his father's business so he could get away
earlier.

In the Union district of Rosario, Messi
is admired but football fans say they are
loyal to di Maria, who is affectionately
known as "Noodle".

Most wear football shirts with di
Maria's number seven on the back. A
mural on one wall shows di Maria mak-
ing his traditional goal celebration with
his two hands in the shape of a heart.

Di Maria has in turn remained loyal to
childhood friends from Perdriel street.

The names of his five best pals are
tattooed on his left arm. The star also
paid for them to go to last year's World
Cup final when Argentina lost to
Germany.

SHOOTING WORLD CuUpP

Baki finishes
26th

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh's best shooter
Abdullah Hel Baki failed to
reach the final round of his pet
event, the 10m air rifle, in the
ISSF World Cup (Rifle/Pistol)
in Changwon, South Korea
yesterday. The Common-
wealth Games silver medallist
scored 621.9 points in the
qualification round to finish
26th among 98 shooters, with
the 8th and last qualifier
scoring 626 points.

This was an opportunity
missed for Baki to earn a
straight quota for the 2016
Rio Olympic Games, but he
will have three more
chances in two three events
-~ the Asian Shooting
Championship in Kuwait in
November and two more
World Cup shooting events
in Munich and Azerbaijan --
to try to earn a quota.

Despite not makingit to the
final round, the 25-year-old
Bangladeshi shooter's score
was 1.9 points more than what
he had scored to reach the final
the Glasgow Commonwealth
Games last year where he
ultimately finished second
behind Abhinav Bindra of
India tosettle forasilver medal.

Baki, however, performed
better than Olympic gold
medallist Bindra, who fin-
ished 46th, as well as Gagan
Narang and Sanjeev Rajput
of India, who finished 44th
and 50th respectively.

Baki will take part in two
more events in the current
World Cup - the three posi-
tion and the prone position
— before returning home on
April 14.
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Anesthesiologist
Cardiologist
Cardiac Surgeon

ENT Specialist
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Emergency Medical Specialist

Medical Oncologist

Pediatric Neurology
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Pathologist (Biochemistry & Histopathology)

Plastic & Burn Surgeon
Psychiatrist
Rheumatologist

Radiologist
Specialist in Internal Medicine
Urologist
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