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“The streets and institutions are
male-dominated and aggressive.”

Professor Dr. Saskia Wieringa of University of Amsterdam speaks to Nahela Nowshin of The Daily
Star at the International Conference on Gender, Diversity and Development hosted by Dhaka
University from March 27-29. Dr. Wieringa is the co-founder and secretary for the Kartini Network
for Women's/Gender Studies in Asia, and is working on a book on heteronormativity in Asia.

HE Daily Star (TDS): Dr. Najma western world and the Indian subcontinent
Chowdhury, Founding Chair of the

in terms of women's issues?

tions are male-dominated and aggressive.

[ am so happy to be in the field of education
because there's so much stupidity and preju-
dice around. A lot needs to be done in the
field of education. We have to move away
from aggression and greed in our society and
towards one of peace and harmony. And I
don't mean harmony based on inequality but
one based on respect for everybody.

Women and Gender Studies
Department of Dhaka University, and you
go way back...

Dr. Saskia Wieringa (SW): This was around
twenty years ago. I was approached by the
Dutch embassy about an interesting project
and they wanted us to collaborate with
Dhaka University. So | came to Bangladesh
and met Professor Dr. Najma Chowdhury.
She told me about her dream to set up a
women's studies department and I said, “Ok,
let's go ahead.” The embassy also gave us
their full support. The two of us together had
a vision of what we thought would turn out
to be a wonderful department. We would
spend lots of time together planning and
talking about the books, courses, research
projects and programs that we wanted the
department to have. Maybe it took a bit lon-
ger to realise this dream than originally envis-
aged but Professor Chowdhury's dream has
come true and very few people in the world
can say that.

SW: You have to look at the socio-economic
indicators. To have full equality, things like
political power, education and access to
health should be equal. In the Netherlands,
the figure is around 0.9 (1 being full equal-
ity) and for Bangladesh the figure is 0.6. So
an improvement has to be made there. But
apart from that, the pervasive mentality that
views women as subordinate and dependent
don't appear on these indicators. In the
Netherlands, we have these kinds of ideologies

TDS: It's always the women who are ques-
tioned and put under the microscope (even
when they themselves are victims of sexual
violence perpetrated by men).

TDS: You have published widely on sexual
politics in Indonesia. Could you please tell
us a bit about that?

SW: I have written several books on
Indonesia. To give you a short background, I
started out with research on batik labourers and
the weak women's movements in Indonesia. The
women's movement was weak in part because of
the military push in 1965 that stigmatised the
Communist party through myths, lies and
sexual slander of its women. They associated
women's political agency with prostitution,
rape and castration of the generals who were
murdered. This was a total lie. From that
moment onwards, women's political agency
was sexualised and perverted. All throughout
Suharto's dictatorship women's movement
was extremely weak. The grassroots women's
movement was dead. I also did more general
research on tradition, gender and sexuality.

[ am back to my first big research project
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current chair of the committee,

TDS: Please tell us about some observations Dr. Saskia Wieringa speaks at a roundtable session at Senate Bhaban in

that you've made after coming here, Dhaka University on March 29.
SW: What strikes me the most here is the
aggression I see on the streets. A study has

shown that 80-90% of female domestic work-
ers here face physical and sexual abuse in the  gender roles are reversed and here she imag- they do in Bangladesh. It's terribly violent,

households they work in. There's an ines a feminist utopian society in which open and public here. A lot of people here
extremely high level of sexual violence in this women are at the wheel and men are the ones  live on the streets so they have no recourse
society. One of my PhD students, Imtiaz being controlled because most of the mischief but to be out in the open. We should not
Shaykh, did a brilliant study about men and and acts of violence are carried out by men. have to live in fear but in a neoliberal world
masculinity. He sheds light on the ways in Why don't we give women the control for driven by greed, people's livelihoods are at
which women are viewed as objects and men  once? Begum Rokeya saw the dilemma... risk and that is more apparent here than in
tolerate their own objectifying pornographic everything is controlled by men. the West because people there at least have
gaze on women; this plays into the question social security (however insufficient). Because
of masculinity. Women (although, very few) TDS: Women's sufferings around the world  of higher insecurity in this part of the world,
are becoming aware of their rights but men are not that different. But what would you we see more violence because insecure peo-
have to change as well. The streets and institu- say are some of the differences between the  ple are easier to fight.

SW: The short story Sultana's Dream (by
Begum Rokeya) addresses such issues. The

(maybe even as strong) too but they don't
manifest themselves in as aggressive ways as

Are we losing
Bangladesh?

ABDUL MANNAN

tally killed in a premeditated grenade attack in a rally on

Bangabandhu Avenue addressed by the then Leader of the
Opposition and Awami League, Sheikh Hasina. Needless to say the intended
target was Sheikh Hasina, as12 deadly grenades were aimed at her. Luckily, she
escaped the mayhem but her hearing capability was seriously damaged. After
the incident, noted Indian journalist Hiranmay Karlekar wrote a thought
provoking book titled 'Bangladesh: the next Afghanistan?’

Afghanistan was then being systematically ravaged by the Taliban militants.
Earlier another attempt was also made on the life of Sheikh Hasina in Kotalipara,
Gopalgonj. Police arrested a man named Mufti Hannan in connection with the
attempt in Kotalipara and August 21 grenade attack. Hannan had close connection
with HuJl. He also confessed that he was regularly in touch with Tarique Rahman,
elder son of Begumn Zia. After witnessing the never ending attacks by religious bigots
and the petrol bomb related violence introduced in our political arena recently
many have started thinking that perhaps Karlekar was right in his observation. The
thinking was further reinforced when blogger Md. Oyasiqur Rahman Babu was
hacked to death by three religious bigots in broad daylight in Dhaka on Tuesday.
This comes barely after the brutal murder of Avijit Roy, another blogger and online
activist. The same year, a very similar attempt was made on another blogger Asif
Mohiuddin. Similar attempts were made to kill the eminent poet, now deceased
Shamsur Rahman, and writer Dr. Humayun Azad. Although Shamsur Rahman
managed to save himself, Dr. Azad succumbed to his injuries a few months later in
Germany. The killers who were involved in such barbaric acts often did not have
any idea what blogging is.

Religion was used for all recent killings of bloggers, though in Islam
nowhere is it written or said that anyone has the right take another person's
life in the name of religion. According to available reports, the three alleged
killers did not know Masum, their hujur who gave them their 'assignment,’
from before but met him for the first time when he shared with them the plan
as to how Babu should be killed. He even showed the photograph of Babu
beforehand so that the killers can identify him easily. The three did a recon-
naissance on Babu's movement and he was hit near his residence in Tejgaon
industrial area when he was on his way to office.

Those involved in these killings and militancy belong to fundamentalist
political parties like Hu]Jl, Ansarullah Bangla Team, IMB, Hizbut Tahrir, Hizbut
Towhid, LoT, and if not all most have their roots in Jamaat-e-Islami. Another
recent phenomenon that has surfaced is that not all who are involved in such
brutal killings are madrasa students. Some of them, especially those belonging
to Hizbut Tahrir, come from different public and private universities. Those
arrested for killing Rajib were all students of a high profile private university of
the country.

On October 2, 2014, there was a massive explosion in Khagragar in the
district of Burdawan in West Bengal where two bomb makers with close connec-
tions with JMB were making highly dangerous and deadly Improvised Explosive
Devices (10D). A week or so ago, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) of India,
while submitting charge sheets against 22 JMB operatives in the Bonkshal Court in
Burdawan mentioned that those charge sheeted at least 4 of them were Bangladeshi
citizens. Of those accused 13 were arrested and 8 are absconding. 2 died during the
deadly explosion. The charge sheet mentioned that those accused were involved in a
conspiracy to remove the elected government of Sheikh Hasina and replace it with
“Sharia' based government. All arrested or accused had connections with madrasas in
Burdawan, Nodia, Birbhum and Murshidabad. Unfortunately since the attack on poet
Shamsur Rahman till the killing of Rajib, no one was convicted though there is a long
standing demand to try the militants and terrorist under Anti Terrorism Act of 2009
(amended in 2012).

In the last 40 years, the country has witnessed the alarming mushroom
growth of Quomi madrasas without any sort of government control and subse-
quently most of them have become incubators of nurturing militants. So far
none of these madrasas have managed to produce any religious scholar worth
naming. Even a country like Pakistan has attempted to control these breeding
grounds of militants but the failure of the Bangladesh Government has contrib-
uted in the creation of killers of Babu and others. It may be safely said that Babu
is not the last victim of these religious fanatics. There will be many more to come
unless the government is serious enough to take action against these bigots.
Delay in action may result in losing the Bangladesh that three million martyrs
dreamt of in 1971 and transforming the country into another Afghanistan as
Hiranmay Karlekar forecasted. These demons should be made to understand that
the reach of the government is much wider than they think.

O N August 21, 2004, 23 Awami League leaders and workers were bru-

The writer is a former Vice-chancellor, University of Chittagong. Currently he teaches at ULAB, Dhaka.
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17 Computer unit 8 Sherwood Anderson book
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36Movie plantation 33 Took the wheel
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m BBA
= MBA

School of Liberal Arts & Social Science

m B.A. in English
m B.A. in Economics
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Application Deadline . Wednesday, April 15 2015

AdmissionsOpen

www.eastdelta.edu.bd

School of Science, Engineering & Technology
mB.Sc. CSE
mB.Sc. EEE
mB.Sc. ETE

1286/1672, Al Noor Badrun Centre : !
4th floor, Probartak Circle, Chittagong e A-levels
0312-558645-6, 0312-514441-3, 01714-102062 ' B

01974-102062, Web: www.eastdelta.edu.bd

Baccalaureate

I AACSB

INTERNATIONAL

Degree Programs Offered
School of Business (BBA) :

® Accounting ® Finance ® Marketing ® Management
® Management Information Systems (MIS) ® Human Resources Management (HRM)
@ |nternational Business (IB) ® Investment Management ® BSc in Economics

School of Engineering & Computer Science (B.Sc.) :

® Computer Science ® Computer Engineering ®# Computer Science & Engineering
® Electrical & Electronic Engineering ® Electronic & Telecommunication Engineering

School of Environmental Science & Management (B.Sc.) :
® Environmental Management ® Environmental Science ® Population Environment
School of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences (BSS, BA, LLB) :

® Media & Communication @ Anthropology ® Sociology ® English Literature
® English Language Teaching (ELT) ® Bachelor in Law (LLB Hons.)

School of Life Sciences (B.Sc.) :
® Microbiology @ Biochemistry

Application Eligibility
4 Combined GPA of 80in S.S.Cand HS.C
with minimum 3.5 in each

4 Minimum GPA 2.5 in five subjects in
O-levels and GPA 2.0 in two subjects in

4 U.S High School Diploma and International

4 Microbiology & Biochemistry students must
have biology in S.5.C or O’ level

¢ Environmental Science students who have
taken Chemistry/Physics in S.5.C or
O'Level will get preference

Undergraduate Admission
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Summer 2015

100% scholarship with free
board & lodging will be provided
to meritorious underprivileged
FEMALE candidates from
outside Dhaka provided by
Shaheed Khalek & Major Salek
Bir Uttam Trust

Academic Partner

ot ran] s
CISCO.

== Microsoft

Admission Test:
April 10, 2015 at 10 A.M

Last date for Applications :

Scholarship and
Financial Aid

¢ Up to 100% scholarship

iadiiiiia Bl A ril 09, 2015 till 10 A.M
records ]

¢ 50% financial aid for Classes Commence:
concurrently admitted May 10, 2015

siblings & spouses.

¢ 20% -100% Financial aid
based on performance in
IUB and financial need.

Apply Online:
www.iub.edu.bd/admission

¢ Help desk available at IUB

Admissions & Financial Aid Office (Ground Floor), Plot-16, Block-B, Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1229.

Tel: 8401645-53, 8402065-76 Ext-1354, 1355 Fax: 8401991 Cell: 01780 185006 e-mail: admission@iub.edu.bd



