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Political parties not
democratised

Agree leaders from three major parties
at the launch of Rounaq Jahan's new
book 'Political Parties in Bangladesh:
Challenges of Democratization'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Democracy is not practised within the political parties of
Bangladesh but the way to change this non-democratic culture
remains unknown, advisers of two major political parties of the
country and asenior leader of a third observed yesterday.

Gowher Rizvi, international affairs adviser to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, pointed out how factionalisation
takes place within a party during the grassroots level elec-
tions, with the defeated group refusing to accept the results.

"It is for that reason elections are often suspended,
delayed and the ball is passed back to the central authority
to make the decision," he told the launch of "Political
Parties in Bangladesh: Challenges of Democratization”, a
book written by eminent political scientist Rounaq Jahan.

"A powerful election commission and a neutral civil ser-
vice are required to make political parties comply with the
RPO [Representation of the People Order]," said Inam
Ahmed Choudhury, adviser to BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia,
at the programme held at Bengal Shilpalay in the capital.

"I have not seen any political party in the country with credi-
ble commitment to democratising itself," said GM Quader,
presidium member of Jatiya Party, adding that democratisation
within political parties remained far-fetched.

In her book, published by Prothoma Prokashan, Rounaq
Jahan analysed the four major political parties of the country -
- Awami League, BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami and Jatiya Party -- in six
chapters covering a period of 43 years from 1972 to present,
said Prof Al Masud Hasanuzzaman of Jahangirnagar
University, presenting an overview of the book.

International affairs analyst Prof Imtiaz Ahmed said,
"Why would political parties leave violence or democratise
themselves when misgovernance is profitable? "He sug-
gested developing a social charter with seven points, one of
them necessitating a referendum for every major decision thata
ruling party, even with atwo-thirds majority, can take.

Rounaq, however, said making more laws might not be a
solution, "The party that wins a majority goes to power and
starts breaking the law for their own benefits and to punish
the opposition, " she said. "Misgovernance is profitable only
for those in power, " she added.

Moderating the programme, Matiur Rahman, editor of
the Prothom Alo, mentioned the dearth of literature provid-
ing in-depth analysis of the country's political parties and
their characteristics and hoped that the book would initiate
further discussions and research.

AL, BNP in mire over

FROM PAGE 3
obliged and many have not,” he said. “We are not strict to them.
In fact we are paying more concentration to the mayoral post
although the post of councilloris no less important.”

He added, “T am not still confirmed in how many wards
we have single candidates.”
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From left, Gowher Rizvi, international affairs adviser to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina; Inam Ahmed Choudhury, an adviser to BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia; GM Quader, a presidium member of Jatiya Party; Prof Rounaq Jahan, a political scientist; Prof Al Masud
Hasanuzzaman of Jahangirnagar University; and Prof Imtiaz Ahmed of Dhaka University, hold the book "Political Parties in Bangladesh:
Challenges of Democratization" at its launch in the capital's Bengal Shilpalay yesterday. The book was written by Rounaq Jahan and
published by Prothoma Prokashan.
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Country gets its first
education web portal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

can enjoy writing creative contents or can

A new education portal,
myacademybd.com, was launched at The
Daily Star Centre in the capital yesterday to
provide interactive contents to facilitate e-
learning especially for students.

The site has been designed with text
books and tutorials from Class-1 to HSC. It
also offers instructions on how to write CVs
(curriculum vitaes) and official letters.

The portal has a study table where every
individual can prepare lessons with fun. The
audio-video clips make the site more inter-
esting and engaging for reading and learn-
ing, said ATKM Igbal, founder of the portal.

It also has a campus tab where students

read others, said Igbal, adding that the
online portal will help teachers and guard-
ians get updates about their children's
study.

This site will contribute significantly to
the education sector, said Shamsuzzaman
Khan, director general of the Bangla
Academy.

Nazrul Islam Khan, education secretary,
hoped that the portal, first of its kind in the
country, would bring out the virtual Bangla
contents that the country retains.

Khan also stressed the need for involving
educational experts in refining the contents,

Students will be benefitted immensely by

SEE PAGE 5 COL 6, SEE PHOTO ONLINE

Three SIU students
stabbed by senior
peers for 'disrespect'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Three first semester Sylhet International University students
were stabbed in Sylhet city's Samimabad area on Friday by,
as they claim, some in their second semester accusing them
of not “showing due respect”,

Admitted to Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical College with non-
life threatening injuries in the back, hands and hip, Jewel, Duha
and Bappy say they had an altercation with Mumin and others
that day and were laterambushed around 9:00pm.

First digital designing
contest in offing
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HOUSE TO LET

Plot#53, Sohrawardi Avenue, Block-K,
Baridhara Diplomatic Zone, Dhaka. 5000 sft
2 Storied Independent House with 8 Bed,
Bath, Kitchen, Drawing, Dining , 4 Cars-
parking, Drivers' & Guards' Room, Garden
& Others Facilities. Preference will be given
to the Bank, Foreign Mission, Organization/
Company. Contact: 01733-000034

URGENTLY REQUIRED

Work wear Factory for round the year production
for Australian market. Please contact with factory
details at tasmia3@tasmiabd.com; it@tasmiabd.com
and 01718- 402840

House To-1.et

Independent three storied
building 5000 Five thousand
SFT (Apporx) for Immediate
rent for Office/Commercial
Organization. House # 81/C,
Road # 6, Banani, Dhaka.

01713061917, 01713009646

Looking for Investors

We are looking for investors who will be interested in
collaborating with foreign investors to build up a
Jacquard Sweater Factory, maintaining all regulatory
compliances. Interested investors are requested to

TO-LET

Brand New 11 Apt.
2200/2700 Sft, 3/4 Bed,
House # 17, Road #117, Gulshan.

Q1714358004

http:/iwww.avcbd.com/pages/frontavcrfa
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T F=E=
O2-9339390, 0-9539b00
2-2e13 bicmbd@gmail.com
info@bicm.ac.bd
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Request for Application (RFA)

Development Alternatives, Inc. (DAI) implementing the USAID-funded Agricultural Value Chains
(AVC) Project, formally invites application from interested legally registered Bangladeshi firms/
NGOs specialized in summer tomatoes to facilitate the expansion of summer tomato production
and/or promote safe summer tomato production techniques and access to market. The full RFA,
including project description, terms and instructions are available at:

All final applications must be received by AVC by Saturday, April 25, 2015, 5:00pm Dhaka time
and clearly marked “RFA-Dhaka-011;: Summer tomato production and safe production
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contact at quiyyum@tasmiabd.com and 01711541003.

S OFFICE SPACE TO-LET
RS At Tejeaon-Gulshan Link Road
: 'Ground Floor for Office use only. 100%
‘Power Backup, Fire Alarm, Fire Hydrant,
CCTV, PA, Intercom System, 2 Wide
g Cabin (Fast) Lifts, 2520 sft. and 2 car

2&¥ Parking in the Basement.
= Contract: 01190201818, 01727346908.

News Desk incharge wanted

The Bangladesh Monitor- Premier Travel & Tourism
fortnightly of the country, invites application to fill up
a position of "News Desk Incharge". The Candidate
having worked for any English daily or periodical in
the mid level or above, may apply immediately in

person with detailed bio-data. ——
Ménitor

City Heart, 9th Floor, 67 Naya Paltan, Dhaka
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PAN PACIFIC SONARGAON

DHAKA
The Oasis of Luxurious Hospitality and Tranquility

Invitation for E“d Re- Tender
For Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Elevator

Sealed Tenders are hereby invited from the bona-fide and
renowned manufacturers/suppliers for supply, installation, testing
and commissioning of 07 (seven) nos. elievatnrs for Pan Pacific
Sonargaon. Detai%ed Specifications, terms and conditions are
mentioned in the Tender Schedule. |
Type of Elevator : 01. Passenger (Guests) Elevator : 03 nos.

02, Service Elevator : 04 nos
Brand : OTIS, Schindler, Hitachi, Mitsubishi and Fujitec

I.’.}mmtr_',F of Drigin & Shipment : Japan/USA/UK/Germany

France/Switzerland/Spain/Italy
Interested  bidders Iy obtain  Tender Schedule tupon
submission of an application on their respective letterhea pad
addressed to the Purchase Manager on cash payment Tk,
000,00 {now re-fundable) from the Purchasing Department,
April 6 to April 27, 2015 on all working days
during office hours.

April 28, 2015 at 3:00 pm

Tender must be dropped in sealed envelope into the
“TENDER BOX" kept at the Purchasing
Department premises, Pan Pacific Sonargaon, 107
Kazi Nazrul islam Avenue, Dhaka on May 24, 2015
between 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.

On May 24, 2015 at 3:00 pm at Conference Room of Hotels
International Limited in presence of bidder (s}, if any

Tender must be supported by Earnest Money of Tk. 500,000 (fve
Lac) only in the form of Pay Order/Bank Draft from any
scheduled bank of Bangiadesh i favor of Hotels International Ltd.

Contact Number Phone : (880) 2 9128008 (Extn : 4164)

Pan Pacific Sonargaon Authority reserves the right to accept/reject any tender in

Collection of Tender Schedule

Date & Time of issuing Tender Schedule

Pre-Bid Meeting Date & Time

Tender Dropping Date, Time & Place

Tender Opening Date, Time & Place

Earnest Money

part or in full or all the tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.

@ Purchase Manager
Pan Pacific Sonargaon Dhaka

To improve the digital designing clusters in Bangladesh,
Ra'dia Media Inc, a digital advertising and f-commerce firm,
has decided to arrange a digital designing contest, says a

press release.
The competition will be comprised of digital art, typog-
raphy, graphics design, social media and webpage layout
SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

Lawyers
demand

circuit bench
of HC in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Lawyers in Chittagong city
yesterday demanded that a
Circuit Bench of the High
Court (HC) be established
in the port city for faster and
easier disposal of cases.

Under the banner of
"High Court Circuit Bench
Bastabayan Parishad", the
lawyers made the demand at
a press conference at
Chittagong Press Club.

The government's plan
for quicker disposal of
cases cannot be realised if
a Circuit Bench of the HC
is not established in the
port city, said Advocate
Abul Hasem, convener of
the parishad. He men-
tioned that out of 28 lakh
cases in courts, 1.75 lakh
were filed in Chittagong
city.

People living in
Chittagong city face prob-
lems as they have to go to
the capital for filing appeals
with the HC, said Hasem.

Bar Council member
Advocate Kabir Chowdhury
read out a written statement
at the conference.

The lawyers also
announced numerous
programmes, including
seminars and human
chains, to press home their
demand.

Death anniversary
CITY DESK

The 18th
death
anniver-
sary of Dr
Rostom
Ali, former
govern-
ment health officer and the
father of Awami League sub-
committee assistant secre-
tary ABM Reazul Kabir
Kawsar, was observed yester-
day:.

On the occasion, a
milad and a doa mahhfl
was held in his Khilgaon

residence.

usage and stay on Robi network.

All Robi customers are categorized into 6 unique tiers namely Platinum Ace,
Platinum, Diamond, Gold, Silver and Bronze under this program based on their

Customers are categorized as per the following table:

Reward Partner Benefits:

Dhonnobad Partner Outlets across the country

Priority Service:
e Priority at Robi Customer Care Centers:

Customer Care Centers
e Priority at Robi Call Center (123):

Free of Cost SIM replacement:

Customer Care Centers
Important Information for customers:

send it to 1213

Robi Network for 3 months

last three months’ usage meets the criteria

Zaya\1>1>1

an axiata company

Age on Robi Usage (BDT Excluding VAT)
Network < 301 301-800 801-1800 >1800
< 3 months Bronze Bronze Bronze Bronze
> 3-12 months | Bronze Silver Gold Diamond
13-36 months | Bronze Gold Diamond Platinum
> 36 months | Bronze Diamond Platinum p'i@:m
Benefits:

All subscribers, part of the Dhonnobad Program can enjoy benefits at 60 Robi

Platinum Ace and Platinum subscribers can enjoy priority service at Robi

Platinum Ace to Silver subscribers will get priority service at Robi Call Center

Platinum Ace to Silver customers will get free of cost SIM replacements at Robi

1. To know more, visit www.robi.com.bd/bn/dhonnobad-program
2. To know your status under this program, type CAT in the message option and

3. Customers can update their status by changing their usage pattern of their
Robi connection and their stay on Robi Network (as suggested in the above
table). For example: a Bronze customer can update his status to Silver tier by
increasing the average usage of last 3 months to BDT 301-800 and staying in

4. Customers will be upgraded to higher categories every month provided their

5. Based on the usage and age on Robi network, assessment for down gradation
will happen once every 6 months for Platinum Ace and once every 3 months
for Platinum, Diamond, Gold and Silver subscribers. For example: if a platinum
subscriber's last 3 months' average usage is less than BDT 801 and age on
Robi network is greater than 36 months, he will be downgraded to Diamond.

6. The above points are valid till further notice. Conditions apply
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