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Performance by
Imran Ahmed Quintet

The audience had only barely finished arriving at the venue before the
tickets for the show had sold out. Such was the case for Imran Ahmed
Quintet’s show at EMK Center in Dhaka on March 28.The Quintet con-

sisted of Imran Ahmed on quitars, Rahin Haider on the saxophone,
Apurba Mustafa on trombone, Mohaimin Karim on bass, and Towfig
Arifin Turjo playing the drums.
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The audience had only barely finished
arriving at the venue before the tickets for
the show had sold out. Such was the case
for Imran Ahmed Quintet's show at EMK
Center in Dhaka on March 28. The Quintet
consisted of Imran Ahmed on guitars,
Rahin Haider on the saxophone, Apurba
Mustafa on trombone, Mohaimin Karim
on bass, and Towfiq Arifin Turjo playing
the drums.

Soon after the audience had finished
settling into their seats, Imran Ahmed took
the stage to perform a short improv piece.
Once he had gotten the crowd hyped, he

called up his group mates to the stage to
perform their first crowd favourite
“Splash.” The song had essentially started
with a slow build, with insert of the trom-
bone and saxophone at calculated times
that worked brilliantly. The song to follow
was dubbed by the group as “Lights”, and
it helped the crowd to get familiarised with
the experimental sound of the group. Once
the song ended, Apurbo Mustafa explained
the formation of the Quintet.

The third original song “Five Oceans
Belief” was another crowd favourite or at
least the favourite of yours truly. “I find
rhythm really fancy. And I love playing
uneven and complex rhythmic patterns. So

[ enjoy spending time analysing rhythm
and thinking about how to go deeper into
that rhythm. What I, or just about any
other musician listens to, reflects a lot
upon what they create. I personally listen
to a lot of jazz and Indian classical music.
So I ended up using chords and some
harmonic concepts that provide that jazzy
feeling. And being focused within a span
of a specific time signature is considered an
ornament in Indian Classical Music - both
in the north and the south,” Imran Ahmed
said about his influences and inspiration
regarding the compositions.

The only cover the group featured was a
song from the Mahavishnu Orchestra; then
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followed another original composition by
the group, “Please Turn Over to 35", They
tried to end the show with their final com-
position, “City.” However, despite the time
crunch, the crowd - that was spilled over
the floors and the back of the room - were
far from satisfied and demanded an encore.
The group complied, and played “Splash”
once more before closing the show.

The show's success is a good sign for
experimental musicians, and experiment-
ing creative artists, in general. If you're
trying to bring something new to the table,
the audiences are willing to listen. Here's
to such shows becoming more frequent in
the future.

. INDUS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Pioneering innovation in the field of education

MITHI CHOWDHURY

Imagine a trekking club, several football fields, a
basketball gym, a couple of tennis courts, rooms full of
futuristic smart-boards, and a number of clean,
comfortable living quarters to share with your friends -
sounds like a dream, right? Well that's exactly what Indus
International School aimed to do: create the perfect
environment for their students to nurture their talents,
while fostering their individual needs. “In Omnia
Paratus!” (Prepared for all challenges) - the excited Lt.
General (Retired) Arjun Ray, PVSM, VSM
declared. Ray and other founders
together excelled IIS to the list of top
ranking international schools in India,
establishing their unique take on
education in the process. In their efforts
to pioneer holistic education in the
subcontinent, the founders have
arranged seminars on IIS' schooling
system in Bangladesh. During an
interview, SHOUT learnt about IIS, its
philosophy and how it stands out from
other institutions in the traditional
education system.

When asked what motives led to this
exceptional venture, Ray said, “At some
point in life, people must give back to | A
their community - not from a profit-
motive perspective but from a purely
altruistic one.” Spanning expansive campuses in the
regions of Hyderabad, Pune, and Bangalore, IIS' vision
has been to create tomorrow's leaders through a holistic
education system, which prioritises not only academic
excellence but also creative development.

The school's academic curriculum offers three main
programs - the IB Primary Years Program (IBPYP),
IGCSE, and IB Diploma Program (IBDP). The IBPYP is
for young learners from kindergarten to grade 5; the
IGCSE is implemented for the students of grades 9 and

(From left) Sarojini Rao and Lt. General (Retired) Arjun Ray, PVSM, VSM.

10; the IBDP, for grades 11 and 12. While students are
encouraged to work using laptops, the classrooms are
equipped with interactive whiteboards, also known as
smart-boards. Subjects such as biotechnology, graphics,
internet, ecology, entrepreneurship and bio-diversity
form a pivotal part of the syllabus. We were particularly
interested to find out how the Indus authorities tackled
an obvious problem - finding smart, creative faculty to
match their innovative schooling system. As expected, the
founders agreed that this was a major obstacle. “The
difficult part was finding suitable human resource,” said
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Sarojini Rao, Principal of IIS, Bangalore. “As the Indian
education system emphasises primarily on mathematics
and science, we had to implement extensive training

programs to get faculties to think laterally - to step out of

the box.”

Although students were surprisingly receptive to the
three programs, parents were hesitant to accept what was
far from their traditional understanding of a promising
education system. The authorities had planned to tackle
this as well. Rao added, “We wanted to convince the
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parents that a purely academic focus isn't enough for a
child to succeed in life. In order to do this, we established
the Parents Advisory Committee (PAC) which engages
parents extensively into all our programs.”

Just when we thought that things couldn't get any
more novel, Sarojini Rao declared that they had an entire
school devoted to teaching leadership. The Indus School
of Leadership (ISL) aims to hone the inner 'leader’ in
every student through various community-centric initia-
tives. The Indus International Community School (IICS)
project, undertaken to provide equal-opportunity educa-
tional facilities to rural, underprivileged
children, defines Indus' mission to give
back to the people.

Indus houses students from numer-
ous nationalities. When asked about IIS'
Bangladeshi students, Arjun Ray spoke
fondly: “The Head Girl of 1IS,
Hyderabad, is from Dhaka. Our
Bangladeshi students are extremely
bright and they have excelled in every
field.”

The founders have plans to expand
outside India and could establish a
school in Dhaka very soon. In the near
future, IIS plans to introduce 'Emerging
Sciences', a combination of
nanotechnology, quantum physics,
robotics and genomics, into their
already diverse curriculum. There are
numerous projects in the pipeline, some of which
include the establishment of more teacher-development
centres in cities in and out of India, including Dhaka.

Indus' dedication to constant innovation and improve-
ment is what truly distinguishes this school from others
of its kind. In founder Arjun Ray's words, “The traditional
education system prepares individuals for jobs. They
define success by how much money we make. At Indus,
we believe that the purpose of education is to make a
difference. Preparation for life is our objective.”



