RESTAURANT REVIEW

Dining like an emperor

HO doesn't love spicy, filling and comfort
W food? Hakka Chinese offers all of that and

much more. Red Emperor has captured the
hearts of Dhakaites as one of the leading Hakka
Chinese restaurants in the city, with delicious yet
reasonably priced meals.

You can choose one item each from a platter of soup,
appetiser, noodles, rice, chicken, beef, and prawn or fish.
The platters come in two options - a platter for two
people priced at Tk.1250 and a platter for four priced at
Tk.2400. The generous portions are perfect for hungry
souls, looking for a satisfying escapade.

The ambiance is comfortable enough for a quick
meal with your dear ones. There are Chinese
encryptions and surrealistic paintings on the walls
echoing the cultural nuances of Hakka Chinese cul-
ture. The atmosphere is great for taking family and
friends out for a scrumptious meal.

Chicken cream corn soup 4/5

The soup is a definite yes for those who want to start
the course with something that is soothing and not at
all spicy. It was cooked to perfection, with chunky
amounts of chicken and sweet corn. The broth was also
cooked well, and it was not too thin or thick, and tasted just
right.

Squid spicy salt and pepper 3.5/5

The fried squid was garnished with spring onions and pep-
per powder. It was not over fried or greasy, and had a
crunchy feel. It was cooked very simply, with flavours of salt
and pepper dominating the dish. It did seem a bit dry
though, and you can ask for a chilli sauce if you find the

taste a bit bland.

Chicken Hakka noodles 2/5

The noodles came with ample portions of chicken strips
and vegetables. You will find yourself exploring the various
flavours of Hakka spices with each mouthful of the noodles.
The noodles however was slightly on the greasy side and
arguably could have been made from fresher ingredients.
Chicken fried rice 3/5

The chicken fried rice also came with ample portions of
chicken. The spices were infused with the rice and chicken,

18 LiFEES t\/| o

giving a flavourful dish. The rice dish complemented
the side dishes very well as it did not have a particular
dominant taste.

Beef sizzling 3/5

The dish was served hot on a platter of sliced beef and
sweet sauce garnishing. The beef was tender but
lacked the particular sizzling effect that the dish is
generally known for. Overall, the dish was pleasantly
spicy.

Kungpao chicken 4/5

The chicken came dipped in a sweet and sour sauce
with pepper and peanut garnishing. The chicken
chunks were well cooked and juicy, and tasted just
about right with the rice. The crunch of the peanuts
along with the chewy chicken and finger licking sauce
made this dish the highlight of the meal.

Prawn Chilli Garlic 3.5/5

The prawn chilli garlic tasted a lot like the Kungpao
chicken. It had a more of a sour and garlic taste than
the chicken. The prawns were large and soft, making
the dish a superb addition to the meal.

Red Emperor is popular for its Bangla-Chinese cuisine
and affordable prices. It is a place to go to when you are
really hungry, and you want food that is filling, spicy and
flavourful. The two branches of the restaurant in the city are
located at Banani and Uttara at House 15 (1st floor), Road
No 8, Banani and House 2 (1st floor), Road 2, Sector 1,
Uttara, respectively.

Open from: 12pm-4 pm, 6.30pm - 11pm.

By Nileema Huda Khan
Photo: Red Emperor’s Facebook page
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Be a lifesaver: Donate blood

CCIDENTS never come with a warning. It can hap-
A pen at any place, any time with anyone. And not

just accidents - emergency situations when you
might badly need a bag of blood for your near and dear
ones are aplenty.

Many people think that donating blood can be harmful
for them and they have certain reservations about blood
donation. The fear and discomfort has a lot to do with a
lack of knowledge. But donating blood is a very safe and
simple procedure and it takes only 10-15 minutes to com-
plete the process. Any healthy adult aged between 18- 60
and weighing at least 50 kg is eligible to donate blood.

In conversation with active blood donor Faisal, who is a
university studen, het says, “Donating blood can give you
the fulfillment of knowing that you have helped to save
someone's life. | have been a regular blood donor from the
age of 20 and | continue to do so today. | have seen how
desperate and distressed people can get when trying to
manage blood for their near and dear ones and that
inspires me to be a voluntary blood donor”.

For emergency situations you definitely need to know
the locations of blood banks or get connected to active
donors.

Quantam Blood Bank: It is one of the most well known
blood banks in town and they can be contacted at any
time. Whether you want to donate blood regularly, or are in
need of a bag, Quantum is the place to check first. To con-
tact, call: 9351969, 01714010869 or email:
info@quantummethod.org.bd . Their address is 1/1 Pioneer
Road (Ground Floor), Segunbagicha, Kakrail, Dhaka.

Shandhani (BMC): Shandhani has units in different areas
and divisions of Bangladesh. In Dhaka they are located at

BMC Unit, House 34, Road 14/A (New) Dhanmondi R/A,
Dhaka 1209. Their phone number is 9124619 (BMCH),

01716858723.
Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood Bank: Bangladesh Red

Crescent blood bank has been doing donation drives for
decades. Their office is located at 7/5 Aurangzeb Road,
Mohammadpur, Dhaka, Bangladesh. They can also be

contacted at 9116563, 8121497.
Bandhan: Bandhan is a voluntary blood donation

organisation based in TSC, Dhaka University that provides
blood in emergency situations with the help of their net-
work of students. Their head office is located on the
ground floor of TSC and they can be emailed at cen-

tral@bandhan.orq.
They can also be reached at 8629042, 01711025876,

01720080012,01917264615,01912082919 (BUET),

01712180246 (Jahangirnagar University).
Motivational campaigns and donation drives take place

in many universities to encourage young people to donate
blood. Those interested in donating can contact
blood_donor@emedicalpoint.com or register as a blood

donor on the website www.rokto.com.
World Blood Donor Day (WBDD), observed annually on

June 14th, takes the opportunity to promote the culture of
donating blood. The joy of saving a human life is such a
wonderful feeling. Come forward to save lives and be a
voluntary blood donor.
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