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resident of Dhanmondi, Neaz
A finds it easier to start the New

Year there at Rabindro Shorobar,
a location close to his house which now
draws near capacity crowds on the fes-
tive day. There, he will wait for the sing-
ers in the open arena and then go off to
perhaps get a paisley painted on his
cheek or maybe even indulge in the
delicious paanta bhaat and ilish, a con-
coction of left over rice soaked in water,
served with a chilly and a delicious help-
ing-of fried hilsha.

IFhe is a client of a major bank or
telecommunication firm, he may even
avail a sweet discount on his meal: From
there, it's off to Dhaka's latest fancy
eatery for a quick bite or perhaps even a
meet-up with friends at The Westin, one
of the capital city's fanciest hotels. After
partying with friends, Neaz may just be
hame in time for dinner with his family.
Mext to Meaz's room, his mother,

Husna Rahman, has significantly different
plans. At the moment, she s busy prepar-
irg the first meal of the day: homemade
‘paanta bhaat. While she knows her son
is up, she I inno hurry. "He doesn't eat
with us these days. This is one of his few
days off, 50 he spends it with friends” she
savs without a trace of sadness, resigned
to the fate of ever changing times.

Her hushand will be up in an hour
though toeat with her and az a special
treat he will take her out to relive the
good old days. Their first stop will be
Ramna Batamul, one of the most hap-
pening spots during this time. Althaugh
she will miss the Initial round of singing
under the customary batamul, she
knowes she'll catch the rest of the show.

In between her meal preparation,
Husna reaches for her phone 1o ask her
sister when she is coming. After hearing
the response, she hangs up and goes to
her fridge. From there, she brings out a
generoushy sized hilsha fish. She proceeds
o take a picture of it and uploads it to her
Facebook. Then, she logs on to Youtube
and starts to stream “Esho hae Boishakh'|
Pohela Bolshakh's most-loved anthem.

After Ramna Park, she plans on buying
same flowers and sweets and coming
back homie, where a few of her relatives
and friends are due. By then, her husband
wolld have gone to work, only to return
to pick her up for dinrer, which they will
be having at her mother's house.

Mustafizur Rahman, Husna's husband,
is a 58-year old businessman. His business
is located at Shakhari Bazaar, where he
sells spare parts for a living. One of the
old breed, Mustafizur comes from a family
of businessmen, dealing with almost the

try some of the 'paanta bhaat' but save
his appetite for when he gets to Ramina
Park, for the celebrations. But before
leaving, he will call his office to make
sure his accountant has reached.

Mustafizur is still groggy, fatigued
from [ast night's work, when he had to
finally clear all his dues and close all of
last year's accounts. Today, he will have
to open a new financial records book,
called a haal khata, despite it being a
holiday. He hopes to be done before the
afternoon, so he can retum and have
lunch with the family, before going on
with the rest of his day. He doesn't have a
brand new panjabi, but he did not forget
to get his wifie a new sari. Hell have to
take a picture with her in that sari and
post it on his Facebook.

The Bahmans are indesd a typical
Bengali family. They all believe them-
selves to have a set of duties, which they
go through diligently. However, their
understanding of the New Year, differs
vastly on the surface; it is either an
oppartunity to mingle with friends,
begin vour work anew or have a session
involving most members of the family.
Basically, they all wish to socialise, which
is the very essence of the Mew Year.

Reams have been wasted explaining
the origins, history and customs of Pohela
Boishakh. Mow, people spend time won-
dering whether the current generation
hawve bacome far removed from their
culture. The flowers in the hair have
changed to new hairdos and hotels have
replaced parks and open spaces, with
most having a better chance of hearing
Pitbull than Tagore. If the case study Hlus-
trates arthing, then it is just that, o
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chance of wishing his parents in person
first. While he may not go to have paanta
bhaat, he still will mot pass up the chance
to celebrate his culture. In fact, it could be
argued that with the passage of time, we
are returning closer to the essence of
Pohela Boishakh, the true spirit of it
which perhaps time has eroded. Indeed,
nowadays, Pohela Bolshakh, like most
festivals, Isn't restricted to Bengalis. Itisa
celebration for all cultures, all religions
and all races. In fact, Pohela Boishakh
goes to great lengths to retain the sim-
plicity of celebrations. All the day
demands are colourful clothes, not brand
new ones. Similarly, the food to be served
used to be the simplest available in
Bengal. Pohela Boishakh was never a
flashy event. True, nowadays it has
become flashier, but in its essence it
rernains the same; a reunifying reference
point for all who see it for what it really is.
By Osama Rahman
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ing for his cup of tea. Afterwards, he will friends on Facebook, he won't miss the



