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Mexico paid Sony and MGM
520 millionto rewrite new

James Bond film SPECTRE to
make their country look good

Mexico officials are offering Sony Pictures
Entertainment and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios
Inc. up to $20 million to portray a positive image of
the country in the upcoming 'James Bond' film,
'Spectre.' Among many private documents leaked by
hackers in the recent Sony hack were emails between
Sony and MGM officials regarding the upcoming
'James Bond' film, looking for ways to save money,
according to Tax Analysts. As part of, what the e-mails
referred to as, the '"Mexican Deal,' producers are mak-
ing several changes to the film to secure up to $20
million from Mexican officials including script
rewrites and casting changes.

In one email, Jonathan Glickman, president of
MGM's motion picture group, wrote that producers
are facing a budget for 'Spectre' far beyond what was
expected. Now more than $300 million, Glickman said
producers are under 'immense' pressure to reduce the
film's budget to $250 million. "This is not about 'nickel
and diming' the production,’ Glickman wrote. 'As of
now, our shooting period is $50M higher than 'Skyfall'
and the current gross budget sits in the mid $300Ms,
making this one of the most expensive films ever
made.' Desperate to save money, producers have
reportedly given up a measure of creative control. They
are so desperate in fact, that the studio allowed
Mexican officials to dictate characters' ethnicities, make
casting decisions, and change the occupation of an
unnamed character that never appears on screen, the
Independent reports.

Among the changes, Mexico officials requested
that the villain in the film be an international ambas-
sador rather than a Mexico City mayor, that Mexican
police be depicted as a 'special force,' and that a

Mexican actress be cast as a
Bond Girl. As was recently
announced, Mexican actress
Stephanie Sigman has joined
the cast of 'Spectre’' as
Estrella.

The film received $14
million for roughly four min-
utes of footage in the film's
opening, Business Insider
reports. Mexico officials would
reportedly give another $6 mil-
lion to the film if producers high-
lighted the skyline and 'modern'
features of Mexico City -- the film's
first shooting location. Amy Pascal,
then chair of Sony's motion picture
group, encouraged Glickman to move forward with the
changes to increase the project's eligibility for
Mexico's film production incentive programs. 'We
should insist they add whatever travelogue footage
we need in Mexico to get the extra money,' Pascal
reportedly said in an e-mail.

However, the producer of 'Spectre' has denied
claims that the script was changed to get incen-
tives in Mexico. Producer Michael G. Wilson said
that there is nothing in the script that they had-
n't had before, like the villain was always an
[talian and they already shot that in Rome.
Officials in Mexico City have declined to com-
ment on possible incentives offered on the
movie.
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COMING SOON

X MACHINE
The Thin Line between
Manand Machine

In Ex Machina, A young programmer is selected
to participate in a breakthrough experiment in
artificial intelligence by evaluating the human
qualities of a breathtaking female A.I. This is as
much a victory lap as it is a trailer. Ex Machina
was debuted by Southwest this week, and its
newest trailer calls out glowing quotes from
just-published reviews. It seems to be well
deserved: the film is currently sitting at 92 per-
cent with nearly 40 reviews on Rotten
Tomatoes. The film is written and directed by
Alex Garland, and stars Alicia Vikander,
Domhnall Gleeson and Oscar Isaac. It'll be out
on 10 April 2015.




