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US caught off guard by success

of new China-led bank

AFP, Washington

The success of the new China-led
development bank has caught the
United States off guard, after it
fought the project and now finds
itself increasingly isolated.

Britain, Germany, France... the
United States has watched, helpless
and dumbfounded, as its European
allies flocked to join the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank,
seen as a potential rival to the
World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank, both institu-
tions under powerful US influence.

The list does not stop there. Other
US allies, like Australia and South
Korea, are considering joining the
AlIIB, which already has about 30
member nations and the blessing of
International Monetary Fund chief
Christine Lagarde.

"The US has been caught flat-
footed by the rush of countries,
including its close economic and
political allies, that are lining up to
join the China-led AIIB," Eswar
Prasad, a former head of the IMF's
China division, told AFP, pointing
to the "declining power of the US in
driving the global economic policy
agenda."

The Obama administration has
been waging an intense but low-
profile lobbying campaign against
rival China's $50 billion bank
project unveiled in October.
Officials have insinuated that the
AlIB would lower international
development standards.

"Will it adhere to the kinds of high

standards that the international
financial institutions have devel-

REUTERS

Left, Indonesian President Joko Widodo's wife Iriana and Chinese
President Xi Jinping's wife Peng Liyuan attend a welcoming ceremony
in Beijing yesterday. Indonesia wants to play a major role in a new
Chinese-led Asian infrastructure bank, with at least the vice-
president's position reserved for the Southeast Asian country.

workers, the environment, deal with
corruption issues appropriately?”
Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew said last
week in testimony in Congress.

The upfront opposition, which is
fed by a climate of mistrust between
the world's leading economic super-
power and its fast-growing rival, has
proved ineffective.

"The US became isolated on the
issue relatively early because they
were so vocally critical. As a result
the US lost the opportunity to have
more of an open discussion with
countries who were considering
joining," said Scott Morris, a former

That failure has its conse-
quences. In a rarity since the end of
World War II, the United States
must prepare to cope with a multi-
lateral institution on which it will
have no direct influence.

Accustomed to constructing the
world's financial architecture, the
United States may be overconfident
and underestimated the powerful
attraction of China and its colossal
cash reserves.

tality is a bit behind the reality,”
said Hongying Wang, an expert on
LUS-China relations at the Centre
for International Governance
Innovation, a Canadian think tank.

According to experts, Washington
also underestimated the weariness
of certain countries, including its
allies, with its lack of enthusiasm for
multilateral economics.

The United States is blocking
2010 reforms of the IMF that would
raise the voting rights of emerging
powers and sometimes is accused
of neglecting the World Bank.
Washington is the major stake-
holder in both institutions.

"These countries have more
ambition for larger multilateral
institutions and they become frus-
trated with the position of the
United States, which is not terribly
ambitious," Morris, the former
Treasury official, said of the coun-
tries that are joining the AIIB.

Growing aware of its isolation,
the United States has begun to relax
its position by opening the door to
cooperation with the China-led
bank, which is expected to be open
for business by the end of the year.

"The United States would wel-
come new multilateral institutions
that strengthen the international
financial architecture,” said Nathan
Sheets, Treasury under secretary for
international affairs, on Monday.

In a recent blog post, the US
Treasury said that it will continue to
"engage directly” with China and

coordinate with other interna-
tional partners "to provide concrete
suggestions on how the AIIB can
best adopt and implement high-

"The United States has only
known its status as a leader and it
has psychologically not adjusted to
the real emergence of other coun-

oped? Will it protect the rights of Treasury official, in an interview. tries including China. Their men- qualitystandards.”
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Central Secretariat, Bangladesh Power Development Board,
WAPDA Building( 1¢! Floor), Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
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Notice of Time Extension for
Submission of Proposal Against
Request for Proposal for Purchase

of 250 MW Power from Indian

Sponsor on Long Term Basis

Ref. No: (i) 89-BPDB(Sectt.)/Dev.203/2011 Dated: 13.01.2015
(i) 354-BPDB(Sectt.)/Dev.203/2011 Dated: 12.02.2015

Date: 24.03.2015

The date for submission of the proposals against Request
for Proposal (RFP) or purchase of 250 MW Power from
Indian Sponsor on long term basis has been extended
from March 29, 2015 to May 13, 2015. All other terms and
conditions of the Request for Proposal shall remain
unchanged.

Interested bidders intending to submit proposals to BPDB
should check BPDB's website on a reqular basis to ensure
that they are familiar with any time extension for
submission of the proposal or amendments or
modifications to the Request for Proposal, which shall be
binding on the bidders and their proposals.

Md. Zahurul Haque

g O

Memo No. 728-BPDB(Sectt.)/Dev.203/2011

w Secretary
Biddyut/Jana-950(3)/24/3/15 Bangladesh Power
Sl GD-1128 Development Board
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India’s Idea
pays $4.8b for
alrwaves, most
in auction

REUTERS, Mumbai/New Delhi
Idea Cellular Ltd,
India’s third-biggest
mobile operator by
market share, spent
303.06 billion rupees
($4.84 billion) to buy
mobile airwaves in the
country's spectrum
auctions, telecoms
minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said on
Thursday.

That was the single
biggest amount spent.
Together with market
leaders Bharti Airtel
and Vodafone Group
Plc's India unit, the top
three players paid
855.75 billion rupees,
or about 78 percent of
the total airwaves sold,
according to figures
provided by the minis-
ter.

The government
expects to receive
about 288.72 billion
rupees ($4.61 billion)
in initial payments,
which winning bid-
ders have to make by
April 4,

India raised a record
$17.6 billion from the
sale of mobile phone
airwaves after 19 days of
fierce bidding that
ended Wednesday.

Facebook brings applications,
businesses to Messenger service

REUTERS, San Francisco

Facebook Inc on Wednesday opened up its Messenger ser-
vice for developers to create apps and for shoppers to com-
municate directly with retailers, as the Internet company
seeks to expand its reach.

The new features mark Facebook's latest effort to trans-
form its mobile messaging service into a full-featured plat-
form with the same pull with consumers and businesses as
its flagship 1.4-billion user social network.

Facebook unveiled the new features at its annual devel-
oper conference in San Francisco, for the first time allowing
developers to create apps that function inside the Messenger
service used by more than 600 million people.

Messenger will feature more than 40 different apps in the
next few days, allowing users to send each other sports clips,
animations and other items, Facebook said. Among the first
apps will be those from ESPN and The Weather Channel.

"This is just the first step towards creating better sharing
experiences across this whole family of apps," Facebook Chief
Executive Mark Zuckerberg said on stage at the conference.

Facebook has amassed a collection of mobile apps in
recent years, including photo-sharing app Instagram and
messaging service WhatsApp, which Facebook acquired for
$19 billion in 2014. But the spotlight was on Messenger
during the first day of the two-day event.

Facebook hopes to turn its messaging service into one
that operates independently of the company's social media
network as it faces intensifying competition from Twitter
Inc and Google Inc, as well as fast-growing messaging apps
such as Snapchat and WeChat.

Facebook partnered with online retailers Zulily and
Everlane to let consumers contact them directly on
Messenger to change online orders, such as the colour of a
shirt, for example, and be notified when a purchase has
shipped. The service will be available in a few weeks.

David Marcus, Facebook's head of messaging products,
said in an interview the service was likely to expand to busi-
nesses besides retailers.

Purchases can be made by sending a message, provided
the store has the consumer's payment information, Marcus
said. But he declined to say whether Facebook might even-
tually process such retail purchases directly in Messenger.

The new Messenger apps are meant to improve conversa-
tions between users, Marcus said. The ESPN app offers short
animated sports clips that fans can send to friends.

Bangladesh Power Development Board
Invitation for International Tender

Twye s Ht 1S 3w T

1: Ministry/Division Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resources/Power
Division.

2. | Agency Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB).

3. Procuring entity name & district | Manager, Haripur Power Station (SBU), BPDB,
Narayanganj, Bangladesh.

4, Invitation for Procurement of Flame Detector (UV Scanner Type: 43969-
00001, Drg No. D4-G2626, P/N-43969, MCGRAW,
EDISON-USA) for Haripur Power Station, BPDB, Haripur,
Narayanganj.
The tenderer is entirely responsible for complete design as
per specification, supply, inspection, testing & delivery to
the site (Haripur Power Station), at his own cost (including
cost of insurance from the port of shipment to the site).
Detail scope of the tender is provided in the tender
document.

b Invitation for tender Ref & date | HPS/7.10/2015/1457 date: 19/03/2015.

KEY INFORMATION I

6. Procurement method Open Tendering Method (Single Stage Single Envelope).

FUNDING INFORMATION

7. Budget and source of funds Cash foreign exchange from revenue fund of Haripur
Power Station, BPDB.

PARTICULAR INFORMATION I

8. Tender package No.

G6 (FY 2014-2015).

9. | Tender package name

Procurement of Flame Detector (UV Scanner Type: 43969-

00001, Drg No. D4-G2626, P/N-43969, MCGRAW,
EDISON-USA) for Haripur Power Station, BPDB, Haripur,
Narayangani.
10. | Tender publication date 22/3/2015. |
11. | Tender last selling date 10-05-2015 during office hours.

12. | Tender closing date and time

11-05-2015 at 11:30am (tenders can be submitted on any
day before closing time during office hours).

13. | Tender opening date and time

11-05-2015 at 12:00 noon.

14. | Name & address of the office

Manager, Haripur Power Station BPDB,

Narayanganj, Bangladesh.

(SBU),

15. | Name & address of the office
for selling the tender document

1) Assistant Chief Engineer (Generation), BPDB, WAPDA
Building, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000.
2) Deputy Manager (General), Haripur Power Station
(SBU), BPDB, Narayanganj, Bangladesh.

for receiving the tenders

16. | Name & address of the office

Manager, Haripur Power Station BPDB,
Narayanganj, Bangladesh.
Atten: Deputy Manager (General), Haripur Power Station

(SBU), BPDB, Haripur, Narayanganj, Bangladesh.

(SBU),

opening the tenders

17. | Name & address of the office

Manager, Haripur Power Station (SBU), BPDB,
Narayanganj, Bangladesh.
Atten: Deputy Manager (General), Haripur Power Station

(SBU), BPDB, Haripur, Narayanganj, Bangladesh.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

18. | Eligibility of tenderer

Tenderers from all countries except the countries specified
in TDS.

works

19. | Brief description of goods or

Complete design as per specification, supply, inspection,
testing & delivery of the matenals including clearing,
insurance, transportation, from port to the site (Haripur
Power Station).

20. | Tender document price

hundred) only in the form of Pay-Order in favour of
Manager, Haripur Power Station.

21. | Amount of tender security

3,750.00 US$ or 3,00,000.00 BDT (three lakh).

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

22 | Validity of tender and tender

120 (one hundred twenty) days and 148 (one hundred forty-

security eight) days respectively from the date of opening of the
tenders.
23. | Contact details of official | 01713-129278.
inviting tender 01819-242637.

24. | Special instruction

1) The procuring entity reserves the right to accept and
reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason
thereof.

2) The whole of the procurement will be performed
according to the Public Procurement Act, 2006 and
Public Procurement Regulations-2008.

3) Document submitted through fax/telex/post/courier

Non-returnable BD Taka 2,500/- (two thousand fve\
service etc. will not be accepted. |

25 | Name, designation & address

Mr. Pratapaditya Chakraborty, Deputy Manager (General),

Biddyut/Jana-943(4)/22/3/15
GD-1091

of officer inviting the tender Haripur Power Station, BPDB, Narayanganj-1411,
Bangladesh.
This tender will be performed according to "The Public Procurement Rules-2008".
Pratapaditya Chakraborty
ID No. 1-1508

Deputy Manager (General)
Haripur Power Station (SBU)
BPDB, Haripur, Narayangan;




