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The unlikely heroes

Mahmudullah Riyad Rubel Hossain

Just over a year ago there were calls for Riyad's exclusion The pacer barely had anything going for him prior to the
from the side. That Riyad would go on to be the first World Cup. From maintaining an embarrassing Test
Bangladeshi player to score a World Cup century was a bowling average that hovered above 80 to getting
prediction that not many would have made. involved with unwanted legal tussles, his life was pretty

e
Mr (0“SIStent However, his promotion in the batting order did won- much in dire straits. The way Rubel turned around the ca tain
ders for him and the team. Of all the aspects of his p

; table in this competition was quite surprising. His fierce
Mushfiqur Rahim must have batting in this World Cup, it was his aggression — a o ‘ I m yorkers and controlled line and length impressed many
heaved a sigh of relief after quality that you could rarely relate to the player — that in the competition and suddenly he had become the courageous

this World Cup; for his last surprised many. If it was pitched up, he confidently World’s Most Preferred Cement Brand fmm bowler, not Shakib Al Hasan, that Bangladesh's oppo-
one, in 2011, was a disaster. It went for the drive. The shorter deliveries were pulled nents had to study. The difference with regards to Rubel
wasn't a happy 2014 for the and hooked with precision. His fitness was another + ' in this competition was that he managed to direct that and wave in frustration, you
little batsman. As captain he aspect that he focused on going into the World Cup. He  ster — who had played just one ODI prior to the raw pace into the right areas. witticesed hitn djest-tl{ump
had to take the brunt of the lost plenty of weight and that clearly helped him spend ~ World Cup — excited the team management. Taskin Ahmed the youngest and, in all likeli-
criticism that the Tigers faced more time at the crease. According to skipper Mashrafe Bin Mortaza, Soumya’s  19.yearold Taskin Ahmed could not have asked for a better hood, the gtr[}ng:-_‘-gt player to
last year. Soumya Sarker aggressive _tEn:h nique at t%'u-z top helped calm the nerves gt World Cup. With nine scalps he was the highest wicket- the ground and you also saw
A sad Mushfiqur with While sporting pundits in Bangladesh did expect asur-  ©f the batting order. He is one of those rare textbook  ayer for Bangladesh; in addition to that his yorkers and himhdrag his broken body on
his head bowed down was prise in the selection, considering chief selector Faruque ~ Players that Ealngiadesh have produced and while he is  oncers tested some of the best batsmen in the world. to the field to provide the
a common scene witnessed Ahmed's reputation, not many expected him to select still raw, there's no doubt tl}ﬂt he can occupy a perma-  The highlight of his o bowling was that Tigers the best possible start
at the post-match press Soumya Sarker, The way he batted in the Dent —— place in a position - number inswinging yorker ' which toppled with the new ball; that's just
conferences in 2014. mega event though, 7% = - S . three - that Bangladesh's Rohit Sharma's stumps in how Mashrafe Bin Mortaza
Perhaps the worst part of it displayed exactly ' _ , ' o batsmen have been strug- the quarter has been throughout the
all was that he had to face why the young- ' P = gling with for long, —., final. competition; he played
all this despite being the > with an uﬁdﬂring SI:;irit
best batsman in the side. In unmatched b}f any other
2014, Mushfiqur was easily player on the field.
the highest run-getter for + Captaincy has been an
E%“Elade'fh h""ﬁ ?;ESME; his issue for Bangladesh ever
axing mus:t iy since 2014. The Tigers rarely
However, t:ua- showed managed to finish games
plenty of spirit and defiance. that year and many reckoned
ﬁ:.lrer SICE he hﬂi?t’dh”":r that the losing tendency had
€ captaincy to Mashrate gotten to Mushfiqur Rahim.

Bin Mortaza, at no point .
: : After the series of defeats
did he seem to let that move efea
there was barely any aggres-

f;i:} :jn;ﬂlt;lg ;‘f‘:‘;ggem sive intent from Mushfiqur.
Cup, scoring 298 runs at an While the EﬂFICkEt-l{EEpF:'I‘
. batsman batted fluently, his

avefi‘;: Ef;;i‘ll'_ "1 ?{Jshﬁqur bowling changes and fielding

was involved in rihn-:e crucial pl‘af:ezmsnta WeTel SevEtEly
: criticised.

recovery partnerships that All th - .

>ventually took Bangladesh at Homecyer. chiangerd

EYEra 3y 1 Blacs when Mashrafe took over the

home. Against Afghanistan _ , 0 |
his century stand with helm. Aggressive by nature,

You saw him shout in anger

Shakib Al Hasan for the g ' : ! / ! Mashrafe rarely took a step
fifth wicket took the game , ’ . ' : back: He always wanted to
away from their opponents. y ' . | s ‘ ' : | stay in EGHU‘G} of the game;
Against England, he along - o ST . . s © - - ' ' be it by malﬂng' d hmﬂ.:'lmg
with Mahmudullah took - . ' : _ change or by adding a slip. It
Bangladesh from a precari- = therefore wasn't a surprise to
ous 99 for 4 to 240 by the /! . - see him scratching his head
45th over and changed the ' . [ and wave his hands in frus-
complexion of the game. _ b % tration against Sri Lanka and
His quick half-century PN ' \ ' : India. Those were games that
against Scotland played a ¥ - N L y were slipping out of his
crucial role in chasing down ' g u y hands.
that 300-plus target as well. ' = While is.ur_h moves ar:i*
While Riyad set the tone > s > | i commonly witnessec
t the top 1.\;1[[1 his paﬂmt 2 = @ WORLD WILL SEE : E]uﬂ'hf[:;::iia;:l;:?sm amidst the higgEI‘ teams in
centuries and Rubel : ; RGN WHEN : ; g the contest, they were miss-
Hossain cleared the tail, £ 7 S 7Y . at the World Cup for ing in Bangladesh's context
Mushfiqur calmly went by , " 4 4 /A l LK " his fierce bowling. for the last one year. As a
his business and upheld e | nnnﬁms YOUR LIFE v result, these strategies in a

the middle order. ; ; x J = : : ' PHOTO: AEP SEE PAGE 5S4 COL 2

Mushfiqur Rahmin and Mashrafe Bin Mortaza may have played to their hest but it was the unheralded players -- Mahmudullah Riyad, Taskin Ahmed and Rubel Hossain -- who rose in 1he PHOTOS:
occasion and provided the Tigers with the impetus to make World Cup history. AGENCIES
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The West Indies and New Zealand fans enjoyed a great day of cricket had mo! “%”;"“ f’“’ inha Eg “’*" "I_,E fies E{"*s :.-%L!;:tf’; shance
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at Wellington yesterday, with brilliant strokes being played all around - 3 f;f-,f'h: A sal: f-ﬂ tin i&ﬁﬁ%ﬁ
- and one beyond -- the stadium. i ”"" i b T o
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