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Restored family heirloom
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Back in 1957 Toyota launched a tiny affordable
car with the girly name of Tiara. It was also
called the Corona and the car was a midget
with basic instrumentation and light weight. It
didn't sell very well though. The second genera-
tion improved upon that and did slightly better.
It was the third generation that caught the pub-
lic eye. What you see in the pictures here is one
of those: a 1966 Corona of the T40 series.

This did so well in sales that they
made everything out of it: a beautiful
Italian designed 2-door hardtop, a
sedan, wagon, pickup truck, van and
quite possibly a robot and a dish-
washer. The Aussies put these through
endurance races where they domi-
nated as an unknown Japanese
upstart. The success continued when
Toyota did a performance test where
the car ran reliably for 100,000 kilo-
meters. This was back in the day
when a car that started two days in a
row was considered reliable. And if
the rust had not caught on your foot
through the floorboard by the week,
it was a keeper.

[ have a soft spot for old cars, Park
this beside Scarlett Johansson in her
red headed glory and I would have a
difficult time keeping my eyes on the
lovely Avengers actress. The restora-
tion has gone for mostly original
fittings. It has received leather uphol-
stery everywhere including the spare
wheel cover. And it is beautifully
done; taut, tan, smooth. Aging
Hollywood celebrities could take a
few lessons here on how to maintain
their youth. They should become a
car.

The RT40 is owned by a man
called Magsood Ahmed who prefers
to be known as Max. | don't know
what he does and I don't care. Most
likely he is an international master
thief but he has great manners and
taste. He showed me around the

snippets on every possible
detail. They say if you want to

place, home or toilet. And the
same goes for the person's car.
The Corona is impeccably

are subtle and elegant without
causing offense like those
unusual modern wheels with
white stenciling. And it's rust
free, much like the owner.

its lifetime. It's seen a war and
suffered a bit too. But now it

looks like the day it rolled off
the factory albeit for those

the occasional squeaks and
thunks as the old column
with a solid mechanical clunk.
satisfyingly. You don't ride this

you be a movie star in it.
People stare and many pull

crashes, neglect and rust. It's a

Its classics week on Shift, as we take a look at two
60’s machines which took the world of fun fam-
ily sedans by storm in their hey-days. The
Japanese field hosts the third generation Toyota
Corona RT40, a versatile, reliable and classically
gorgeous car. This level of fit and finish in a resto-
ration job was unheard of in Bangladesh even a
few years ago, but with each passing day, the
craftsmanship, finesse and owners’ tastes are
improving with massive leaps. On the
American/European front, we have Ford's
Cortina, a car that cemented Ford's position
outside of America. The two cars signify the turn-
ing point for the worldwide car industry in the
mid to late 1960s, when rising incomes meant
car manufacturers had to scramble to make effi-
cient, reliable and cheap-but-well-equipped
machines for the masses.

— Shaer Reaz, sub-editor, Shift.

We have a new and revamped website for The
Daily Star. Make sure to check out:

www.thedailystar.net/shift

for regularly updated automotive news, reviews,
and everything in between. We will be running
web-exclusive features on project cars,
modification/maintenance tips and tricks, and
more. As a bonus, you get access to exclusive hi-
res wallpapers ready for download.
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whole car giving me scoops and

know a person, visit their work-

maintained. Everything is where
it should be. The changes made

The car went through a lot in

modern wheels. And it runs like
the day it was born too. You get

mount shifter engages the gears

The heavy gauge metal doors with the
thin rubber seals shut loudly and

their smartphones to Instagram as it
rolls past. While this particular
Corona model was an in thing for
people wanting a posh car back in the
day, most have disappeared due to

feeling as I ride along despite occa-
sionally making farty noises as I move

966 TOYOTA CORONA RT40

Classic car

ownership
with Magsood Ahmed

Its not often we get to meet a
man who shares the same kind
of zeal for classic cars as us,
especially a person who happens
to own a classic. Naturally, we
pick his brain to see what makes
him tick.
Why so much love for the car?
Look at it. There's few things
like this on the road.

Mechanicals?

The 67 car has a stock 1490cc
2R engine. The bumper was in
bad shape and the re-chroming
was done from India. The car still
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around on the leather seating. The car
glides over most bumps. Gear lever
moves with a little cajoling. This car
feels alive like a friend, confidante,
And Max treats it like one. It can't get
dirty, it can't stay wet after the rain
and it can't ever be dusty inside or
out. Those are the rules. The engine
whirs and purrs at the same time. It's
a pervasive sound that you don't want
to drown out with a loud track from
a Soundcloud playlist. 1 felt alive to
be in a car that itself was alive. Cars

has the stock drum brakes all
around. Some bits and pieces had
to be sourced from different
places during the restoration
process. Tail lights were brought
from Pakistan. Plans?

Still searching for white wall
tires and original hub caps. I also
want to give it a new paint job
because the last time I had it
done, a few cracks developed in
the paint on the fenders.

should not be the silent mice that
they are now. Toyota did it right with
this model, taking hints from con-
temporary styling and made a car that
stood the test of time. This particular
Corona has been in the same family
for 48 years, longer time than most
human family members are willingly
kept in a family. And the family loves
their RT's. Yep, Max's brother owns a
white Corona. And I've been intro-
duced to them by the equally car
crazy nephew of his. Classics like

these become not just a story of
metal, rubber and petrol but also a
huge story of the people that love
them,

I don't see that love being heaped
on the last generation sterile Corona.
Maybe four decades from now after
all the cool kids have crashed their 97
Corona Premios and one remains, the
story might rinse and repeat.

WoRDS AND PHOTOS:
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The Ford Cortina was the car that started it all for Ford in Europe. Before Escorts and
Slerras started selling like hot cakes, the MK1 Cortina laild down the groundwork.
The second generation Cortina (pictured) took the fight to the Japanese offerings
like the Toyota Corona RT40 and Datsun 510, grabbing a large portion of buyers in
the UK and the rest of the right hand drive markets in Europe.
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Courtesy of the car crazy nephew,
Farhan Ahmed.
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1,159,389

NUMBER OF MK2

FORD CORTINAS

SOLD IN THE UK
(1966-1970)

2,600,000

TOTAL NUMBER
OF CORTINAS
SOLD IN THE UK,
MAKING IT THE
THIRD MOST
POPULAR CAR
EVER SOLD THERE
(AS OF 2009)

The success of the Cortina,with Its elegant styling, compact size and reliable en-
gines made Ford the dominant player it is now, and would eventually save the
brand from the fate that other American manufacturers faced In the mid-80's. it
was also a precursor to the rallying heritage of the Escort, many claiming the leg-
endary Escort to be a fusion of the Cortina's reliability and the Anglia’s agility.
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