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Victory from a mother of victory

PLEASURE IS
ALL MINE

PORTS have
such a univer-
sal appeal and

magnetism that the
Berlin Olympics
staged by Hitler in
1936 turned out to
be a picture-perfect
event. Although
there were murmurs
of reluctance among
some big countries to join it, they ended
up doing it all the same. Owen from the
USA clinched four gold medals.

Remarkably, another real-politik com-
pulsion had been set aside under the
spell of a competitiveness mantra to excel
over each other in the world sporting
arena. This is attested by the fact that
even though Soviet Union was born in
1917, it was not until 1952 that the com-
munist countries wete able to take part in
the Olympics.

Nearer home in South Asia, we have
seen cricket diplomacy at work. Pakistan's
military dictator General Ziaul Haq, who
died in a mysterious air crash, dashed to
Jaipur to watch an Indo-Pak cricket match
during the Rajiv Gandhi era in 1987. It
was a calculated diplomatic overture
reportedly prompted by Soviet Union in
the face of the deteriorating Afghan situa-
tion.

Recently, on the eve of World Cup
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It is going to be hell for us."
-Indira Gandhi

HIS is my third visit to the India-

I Pakistan border 60 miles east of

Calcutta. ... I ask the cab driver to
pull up at a small encampment near the
village of Mandalpara. As soon as I step
out of the car a crowd collects around me.
They tell me they are about a thousand
families of fisherfolk and thatch makers
from the Jessore and Khulna Districts of
East Pakistan. I start with the question I
had put to the refugees when I came this
way in 1957 and 1964: "Why did you
leave Pakistan?"

They are very eager to tell of their
experiences. "Yahya's soldiers raided our
village, killed many young men and
burned our huts... Biharis [people from
the Indian state of Bihar who migrated to
Pakistan] looted our homes and took our
cattle... My daughter was raped in front
of me and [ was told if I did not get out
they would rape my wife and mother as
well."

This is new to me: All previous migra-
tions had been triggered by Hindu-
Moslem conflicts. I recall that from 1948
to 1957 more than four million Bengali
Hindus had fled East Pakistan -- each
wave following discriminatory action or
agitation against Hindus, or actual vio-
lence. In 1955, for example, the exodus
was due to the imposition of Urdu,
which few Bengali Hindus can speak, as
the national language of Pakistan, fol-
lowed by the adoption of a Constitution
declaring Pakistan an Islamic state. In
1964, Pakistani Moslems were agitated
over the theft of the Prophet's hair from a
shrine in Srinagar, India. Once more,
there were rioting and forcible evictions.
This time the migrants who crossed into

Cricket, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi did a bit of Saarc diplomacy. He
wrote letters to heads of government of
countries taking part in the greatest
cricket spectacle in four years wishing
them good luck.

We often talk about the fruits of
national independence 44 years since our
attaining it; sometimes lamenting over
unfulfilled aspirations, and at other times
relishing what we have been able to
achieve. Benchmarked to where we had
been pre-1971, we are much better off in
almost all parameters of socio-economic
development today. That, not only com-
pared to Pakistan alone, but a few other
South Asian countries as well.

Take sports, particularly in cricket
before 1971, a Bangladeshi player could-
n't see beyond the 12th man slot in
Pakistan team.

From this standpoint, our quarterfinals
berth in the World Cup series is a niche
carved entirely by virtue of being an
independent country. Elated that we must
be over the success thus far; its heady
wind must not get to our heads. We can-
not go gaga as though we have moved
into the semifinals, far less within any
striking distance of lifting the World Cup.

Recall here that in the West Indies
World Cup 2007, Bangladesh entered the
last eight by defeating India and South
Africa. That was no small achievement

the Indian State of Assam included large
numbers of Christians and Buddhists,
Likewise, anti-Moslem riots in several
cities of India, chiefly Calcutta and
Ranchi in Bihar and some towns in
Madhya Pradesh, forced thousands of
Indian Moslems to flee to the eastern
wing of Pakistan, which is nearer to them
than the western wing. But beginning last
Matrch, for the first time in the history of
Indo-Pakistan refugee movements, migra-
tion was taking place not because of riots
between Hindus and Moslems but
because of the violent suppression of a
democratic movement by the Pakistani
Army. And thousands of Moslems from
the Islamic state of Pakistan were seeking
sanctuary in predominantly Hindu India,

Grievance over language and the eco-
nomic exploitation thus gave birth to East
Pakistani nationalism, which soon crys-
tallized as a demand for an autonomous
homeland. Once when Mujibur Rahman
was asked why he wanted to break away
from a Moslem state, he is reported to
have replied; “If the only reason for our
continuing to be with West Pakistan is
that we are both Moslem, why shouldn't
we join some other Moslem state, like
Kuwait, from which might get more
money?”

The Bengalis considered their griev-
ances mainly political, but the Pakistani
Army was soon giving the rebellion a
religious twist. The military began con-
centrating on ridding the country of only
Hindu Bengalis. (Hindus make up 90 per
cent of the seven million refugees.) Will
the refugees ever return to East Pakistan?
Most of those I met were landless peas-
ants, shopkeepers, fisherfolk, thatch
makers, potters, weavers, cobblers, iron-
smiths or just unskilled laborers. The
holding of those who had land was sel-
dom more than one acre. And this they

either.

Nevertheless, Bangladesh has taken 15
years since acquiring the Test status to
make it to the quarterfinals. Sri Lanka, on
the other hand, over a similar 15-year
time-span between 1981, when it had
acquired Test status and 1996, when it
leaptrogged to winning the World Cup
beating Australia. So what Sri Lanka had
attained in 15 years we have only crossed
quarter of the way in that long a period.
That defines the configuration of the task
ahead for our cricketers and the game
management.

Bangladesh compares well with New
Zealand minus its present devastating
form. New Zealand became a Test playing
country in 1930 but it had to wait 26
years to record a Test match victory.
Further two decades on, it has clinched
victories over its traditional rivals
England and Australia.

On a savoury note you marvel at the
improvement in the quality of pace bowl-
ing in the Bangladesh side -- both in
terms of speed and the tricks played with
seam, swing and block-hole deliveries.
The nucleus is well-formed, a fusion
straddling batting, bowling and fielding
proficiencies has now to be effected.

An Australian FM Band Radio made a
teasing remark: “Bangladesh saves itself
an embarrassment after a late surge in
performance against minnow England.”

know has been acquired by the Pakistnai
Army and given away to Moslem peasants
to win their support. I asked all those I
interviewed whether they would go back
to Pakistan. The Moslems replied: "Yes,
when Bangla Desh is liberated.” Hardly
any of the Hindus thought of returning.
They have nothing to return to. India's
promise of one square meal a day and a
tent over their heads is more than they
expect to get in Pakistan. Even if Bangla

Khushwant Singh
(2 February 1915 — 20 March 2014)

Desh comes in to being, it will take a lot
to persuade the locals to part with prop-
erties grabbed by them, and for the
Hindus to feel secure enough to return.
“Why should we go back?” many replied.
“This is our country.” To the Pakistani
Hindu, India has always been Amar Desh
-- “my homeland.”

On the last day of my visit, I call on

Not all comments have been as hilari-
ous; in fact, the Bangladesh team from
time to time has been, for the love of hell,
been reserved for taunts and snide remarks
from some commentators and even play-
ers of repute. These were not certainly the
stuff that constructive criticism is made of!
For instance, an otherwise personable Sir
Geofirey Boycott, now 74, who had
watched the England-Bangladesh encoun-
ter didn't have any praise for the perfor-
mance of the Bangladesh team. To him,
England didn't play well, full stop. He was
at the vanguard of critics who thought
Bangladesh shouldn't have had Test status
at the time it did.

I find it in bad taste to refer to a chatty
Pakistani commentator's two points;
One, the size of some Bangladeshi crick-
eters Mushfique and Sunny and the other
his favourite dig at Bangladesh not get-
ting its act together at crunch time. But
this time when he was talking about the
‘crunch time' failure, Bangladesh was
actually coming together putting England
on the defensive,

Instead of encouraging an improving
side to go the extra mile, such people
revel in delivering pinpricks for which the
perpetrators should have compunction
rather than those at the receiving end.

The writer Is Assoclate Editor, The Dally Star.
E-mall: husain.imam@thedallystarnet

Why they fled Pakistan
-- And won't go back

Here we publish an excerpt from the article "Why they fled Pakistan -- And won't
g0 back." It was written by famous journalist and litterateur Khushwant Singh. The
New York Times published it on August 1, 1971.

officials in the Bengal state government
who are entrusted with the handling of
the refugees. Nirmal Sen Gupta, chief
secretary of the government, exclaims:
“Our tragedy is that as soon as we begin
to make headway in any direction, we are
pulled back by some catastrophe or
other.”

In the afternoon, I call on Mr. Hossein
Ali, who defected from the Pakistan
Government and is now the chief repre-
sentative of Bangla Desh in India. He is
ensconced in a massive, three-story man-
sion which was once the office of the
Deputy High commissioner of Pakistan.
The green-and-gold flag of Bangla Desh
now flies from the mast.”

“Joy Bangla -- victory to Bangla Desh,”
[ say upon meeting him. He gracefully
acknowledges the greeting. "It will be so
soon, Inshallah -- if Allah wills. We are
giving our liberation forces extensive
military training. We'll throw out the
Pakistani Army,” he says with confidence,
He is discreet and does not tell me how
many are being trained, where and by
whom. But I have picked up the informa-
tion from my journalist friends, who
report that 15,000 are undergoing regular
army training and many more are being
put through a three-week course in guer-
rilla tactics -- how to dynamite bridges
and roads, how to throw hand grenades,
and so on. The target is a force of 50,000
in a few months.

“When will your forces go into
action?”

“They harry the Pakistanis all the time.
Go to any point of the border and you'll
hear sounds of rifle and mortar fire. Now
the monsoon is on and Pakistani tanks
are immobilized. Our liberation forces
have stepped up their operations. It won't
be too long -- Inshallah.”

Source: The New York Times. For full article please
visit our website:www.thedailystar.net/op-ed

CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

RUBY
Tuesday

HUMOROUSLY CIOBEK 23,
YOURS 1929 - Black
Tuesday. The

stock market crashes in the

LS.

March 10, 2015 - Ruby
Tuesday. Our kids go to
school on a weekday for
the very first time this year,
thanks to the 'relaxing’ of
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hartal.

But my daughter is not relaxed, as I wake her
up late Monday night to tell her to go back to
sleep and rest well so as to wake up at 6am on
Tuesday so as not to fall asleep in class during
school, which, by the way is open, according to
the SMS 1 receive from her school at 10pm.

While she and countless other disoriented
kids go to school on an otherwise academic
weekend day called Tuesday, the picketers relax
by taking a break from the breaking while don-
ning all green and red (not blood for a change)
to join in on the nationwide party. That's party
party, not political party. Perhaps some hang-
overs the day after with picking up of wickets
instead of bamboo sticks to continue with the
destruction. Oh, the LEDs light up upon shat-
tering Lexus windshields.

And thus, an omnipresent 'V' sign. 'V' for
victory, the 2 runs each by Tamim, Imrul and
Shakib, the 2 precious wickets taken each by the
hobbling Mashrafe and the multi-taskin' Taskin,
the likening of Rubel to a powerful 2-stroke
engine whose pummeling blitz results in a 2-
fold jump in the valuation of the Ruble against
the rubble of the Pound, our own M&M soul
candy, aka, the Mahmudullah-Mushfiqur duo,
the nation begging the 2 most powerful women
in the country to a truce...

But the moment doesn't come easy. Just
minutes before, the nation almost gets a heart
attack when Tamim drops the catch, whether
from sweaty palms, or from greasy fingers from
a greasy lunch, or from squinting eyes in the
flood lights from too much of Fair & Handsome
and the ensuing albino effect. The nation's
momentatry wrath may have called for his rele-
gation to Nirman School Cricket, but in hind-
sight, he merely prolonged the climax, perhaps
giving Reckitt Benckiser a brain wave for mak-
ing him the brand ambassador for its flagship
product.

In the end, Tamim is spared of seriously
contemplating a sports asylum in Australia.
Nothing goes wrong with England. It is all that
goes right with Bangladesh. The Tigers don't
participate, they perform. So does even the
seemingly fumbling Tamim -- I, as a stage per-
former, know what nervousness means even
when just 10 pairs of eyes are glued on to you.
The Tigers carry Bangladesh through to the
guarter-finals while a Boeing carries England to
Heathrow Airport. I wonder if the inventor of
cricket now regrets spreading the game to its
colonies.

Oh, and Rameez Raja, it's not the underdog
Down Under. Perhaps many felt like putting a
pacifier in his mouth, replacing the foot that
was already in there and after the last of
England's wickets gone, making him eat a hum-
ble pie. The ill-mannered is now no longer
called bay-tameez, but bay-Rameez.

And today, Friday the 13"? If Bangladesh
loses, hartal may be pushed ahead (or as India
puts it, 'pre-poned') from Sunday to Saturday.

Never knew that the game changing game in
the game of thrones would be the game of
cricket. The Tigers are not only our pride, but
are also our Hartal Busters. We may not have
cricket, let alone the win of the Tigers, every
day, but in some game somewhere, somebody
wins every day. To celebrate that win, maybe the
powerful can Tamim, er, drop, their plans for
prolonging the climax of stalemate on every
single day...
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The writer Is an engineer & CEQ turned comedian (by
cholce), the host of NTV's The Naveed Mahbub Show and the
founder of Naveed's Comedy Club.

E-mail: naveed@naveedmahbub.com
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