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Tamim Igbal (R) grabs one under the watchful eyes of Chandika Hathurusingha during a practice session at the Seddon Park in Hamilton yesterday.
The Lankan born coach would be hoping his opening batsman doesn't grass another crucial catch like he did against England the other day.
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TODAY'S MATCH

Mashrafe Bin Mortaza has suddenly
caught cold and that has even changed
his voice; he has been suffering from calf
muscle pain; and more importantly, the
threat of a suspension for slow over-rates
has been hanging over his head -- and all
these have put the Tigers captain
in a dilemma whether to play the
last Pool A match against New
Zealand or not at the Seddon

Park here tomorrow.
South Africa v UAE The captain was little both-
Time: 7:00am ered about the first two prob-
Venue: Wellington lems, but what really was dis-
FRIDAY'S MATCHES turbing him was the over-rates
New Zealand v Bangladesh issue. A ban looms over him as he was
Time: 7:00am fined 40 per cent of his match fee on
Venues Hamilton Monday and if he is found guilty of one
more minor over-rates offence during the
Mgh?:'{:::a;‘ ;ﬂg;gland World Cup while acting as captain, he

Venue: Sydney

ee0_._+————— ' during thE event.

will receive a one-match suspension
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While Kumar Sangakkara is
grabbing all the headlines for
his supermanlike runscoring,
senior statesman Tillakaratne
Dilshan is quietly going about
his job, albeit with a lot of
aplomb. The highest run-
getter in the last edition of
the World Cup is very much in running this
time too as he trails Sangakkara in second posi-
tion by a mere 101 runs, With two centuries and
a half century in five matches, including yester-
day's 104 against Scotland, Dilshan averages 79
at a healthy strike rate of 98.25. The all-
rounder has also chipped in with the odd
wicket as his one for 15 yesterday took his
tournament tally to five wickets at a decent
economy rate of 4.88.

go beyond

cold and pain in my calf muscle, but I am
not too concerned with these problems,
rather my main concern is the over-rates,”
said Mashrafe when asked about his possi-
bility of playing the last group match.

"We have a day in hand. Many may
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love to see me take a break before the

Aamer suffers
washout in
comeback

AFP, Rawalpindi

Pakistani fast bowler
Mohammad Aamer on
Wednesday shrugged off the

disappointment of his come-

back match being washed
out following a five-year
ban for spot-fixing,

The 22-year-old was due
to make his return to com-
petitive domestic cricket this
week but a waterlogged
pitch -- the after-effects of
torrential downpours last
week -- meant all three days
of his game for Omar
Associates were abandoned.

Aamer, cleared to return
early from his ban for bowl-
ing no-balls to order in the
Lord's Test against England in
2010, said it was "Cod's will"
the match was rained off.

"We have three to four
more matches to play God
willing and we are focus-
ing on them," he told
reporters.

quarterfinal game, but I want to play the
match because I believe that the team is
now in good shape and 1 don't want to
upset the rhythm of the team. I have
accepted the fact that I will have to play
with the pain and there is no other choice
for me, so the calf muscle is not a big issue
for me, butl am really concerned about the
slow over-rates issue as you know
we have three pacers in the line-
up,” continued Mashrafe.

He however said that his team
was hungry for more success and
were looking forward to playing
good positive cricket against the
co-hosts.

"Yes we are excited about
reaching the quarterfinals, but what we
believe is that we have the ability to play
much better cricket and we want to show
it against New Zealand. The Kiwis are a
tough opponent, we know, in their home
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RUBEL

MAY NOT BE HAPPY AGAIN

BISHWAJIT ROY from Hamilton
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Cup dreams.

ary 8-11).

He was sent
to the jail after
a Dhaka
Court rejected
his appeal for
a bail petition
in connection
with a rape
case filed by
film actress
Naznin Akter

Happy.
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THIRD EYE

The toothy smile vanished when Rubel
Hossain talked about that turbulent episode
of his life, which almost shattered his World

He took a long breath before recalling the
memory of those three fateful nights behind
bars. And when he talked it seemed he was
not standing in front of the Novotel Hotel in
Hamilton yesterday rather he was inside a
semi-dark room of Dhaka Central Jail (Janu-

‘I cannot forget those three nights,” said
the pace bowler who hogged the headlines
with a match-winning performance against
England at the Adelaide Oval on Monday.

“It was a very difficult case, so T had doubt
whether it would be possible for me to play
in the World Cup, so sometimes I cannot
still believe that I am here. My family also
suffered a lot for this episode. But the affec-
tion people showed to me during that tough

Should Mash play or not?

"l know the quarterfinal is now the
most important game for us, but the last
group game is no less important to keep
our momentum ahead of the
quarterfinal. If we can play good cricket
against the Kiwis then it will help us a lot
in the quarterfinal. So, it's a tricky situa-
tion for me. Yes, | have been suffering from
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Most 6s hit by a player

Chris Gayle

West Indies

18

Most 4s hit by a player

K Sangakkara

Sri Lanka

34

time was unbelievable. It's an unbelievable
feeling to know how much love a player can
receive from the people; the people in my
home town (Bagerhat) supported me alot,”
Rubel said in one breath.

Understandably, he has been the subject

to embarrassing discussions ever since that
incident. He was also shy and uncomfort-
able when he joined the team after winning
a bail until the end of the World Cup for the
'national interest’. But he said that his team-

mates helped
him to recov-
ering from the
mental stress.

“Every-
body made
funofme (ina
good way)
which made
things easy for
me. They still
love to make
fun with me

regarding this matter. I must thank my team-

The most feared
gentleman in cricket

NAIMUL KARIM

One can't help but feel for the Sri
Lankan journalists covering the World
Cup. How they plan to describe Kumar
Sangakkara's fourth consecutive cen-
tury is bemusing.

The century against Bangladesh
could have been portrayed as the one
that revived the Lankans; his blistering
approach against England
earned him the 'Superman’
tag and by the time he deliv-
ered against Australia the
press box was at a loss for
words; 'speechless’, as a Sri
Lankan journalist put it.

The fourth century? Now
that's just cruel. Come on
Kumar! You can't just expect journal-
ists to create new adjectives to describe
your innings overnight. Don't you
have a loose end we could write about?
Now that's something that would sell!

But then again, those following
Sangakkara closely should have
expected him to reach the amazing
feat. He does after all portray a

machine when in form and on occa-
sions such as these all that the oppo-
nents can do is sit back, hope that the
perfectionist feels slightly over-
whelmed and commits a mistake.

That rarely happens though; just ask
the Bangladeshis and they can spend
an entire night telling you of all the
nightmares that this man has caused.

There's often a debate in Sri Lanka

as to who among the two, Mahela
Jayawardene and Sangakkara, have
influenced Sri Lankan cricket more.
Jayawardene is described as the natural
athlete who was deemed as the next Sri
Lankan great from a very early age.
Sangakkara, on the other hand, has
had to work extremely hard to reach
where he has today. A mere glance at

his net sessions during training depicts
the amount of work he puts in. When
he came to Dhaka in January last year,
he was seen practicing his front-foot
defence shots for close to an hour, the
day before the start of the Test series
against Bangladesh.

He justified his disciplined training
approach by scoring more than 400
runs, including a triple century, in the
second Test of that series. The
hosts had no answer.

The fact that he thought it
was necessary to work on
something as elementary as
his defence prior to a game
against one of the weakest
bowling line-ups in Test
cricket, says a lot about the
maestro's mentality.

But that of course was just his
account on the field. Off it, it was the
left-hander's humility that left every-
one awestruck.

After the post-match press confer-
ence of the second Test, all the 30-odd

SEE PAGE $-4 COL 5

mates for my success in the World Cup,
especially Mashrafe bhai encouraged me a
lot to come back strongly against all the
odds, " said Rubel.

The pacer appeared vibrant when his
attention was focused on tomorrow's match
against New Zealand.

“I have a good record against them (New
Zealand), especially my best bowling figure

SEE PAGE 5-4 COL B
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SRI LANKA V SCOTLAND

SRILANKA RB  4/6
Thirimanne c Mommsen b Evans 421  0/0
Dilshan ¢ MacLeod b Davey 104/99 10/1
Sangakkara ¢ Cross b Davey 124/95 13/4

layawardene c Macleod b Davey  2/6  0/0
Mathews c ColemanbMachan  51/21 1/6

K Perera ¢ MacLeod b Taylor 2413 212
T Perera ¢ Coleman b Berrington 7711 0/0
Prasanna ¢ Cobernan b Bvans 5 00
Kulasekara not out 1817 11
Malinga c Leask b Berrington 13 0/0
Chameera not out 1219 10
Extras: (Ib-3, w-10) 13

Total: (For 9 wkts in 50 overs) 363
Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-216, 3-244, 4-244, 5-
289, 6-326, 7-328, 8-341, 9-316.

Bowler 0 M R W
Taylor W 0 4 1
Evans 10 i) il 2
Davey 8 0 6 3
Bemrington 61 0 3 2
Leask 7 0 6 0
Coetzer 4.5 0 i9 0
Machan | 0 4 1
SCOTLAND REB 4/6
Coetzer c & b Malinga 0/2 0/0
Macleod b Kulasekara 11721 0/0
Machan Ibw b Dilshan 1931 1/0
MommsencThiimanne b T Perera 60/75 7/0
ColemancT Perera b Kulasekaraw  70/74 7/0
Berington ¢ Kulasekara b Chameera  29/22 272
Leask ¢ Sangakkara b Kulasekara 27 0/0

Cross ¢ Sangakkara b Chameera 710

=
=

Taylor c T Perera b Malinga 36 0/0
Davey c Thirimanne b Chameera 4/7 0/0
Evans not out 1/5 0/0
Extras: (Ib-2, w-6, nb-1) 9
Total: (All out in 43.7 owers) 215

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-26, 3-44, 4-162, 5-189,
6-192, 7-200, 8-209, 9-210.

Bowler 0 M R W
Malinga 9 0 29 1
Kulasekara ] 0 20 3
T Perera 7 0 41 1
Dilshan 3 0 15 1
Prasanna 8 0 5 0
Chameera 1.1 0 51 3

Result: 5ri Lanka won by 148 runs

Player-of-the-match: Kumar Sangakkara.
Toss: Sri Lanka
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