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The cry of Joy Bangla
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214 years
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grove of Polashi in
—n Behrampur on
June 23, 1757, the resting sun rose once
more to glory in an unknown village in
Meherpur, Kushtia through the
announcement of independence of then
East Pakistan by the Awami League. This
unknown village became the temporary
capital Mujibnagar in the sovereign,
independent Bangladesh.

The mouthpiece of independent
Bangladesh, the weekly newspaper Joy
Bangla, began publication from
Mujibnagar from May in 1971. People
who did not personally experience the
events in the nine months preceding the
liberation of Bangladesh cannot really
understand how the paper changed
hands in different villages and areas,
evading the perpetually watchful atten-
tion of thousands of Pakistani soldiers.
The role of the weekly Joy Bangla is truly
incomparable in protecting the collective
martial conscience of all the defenseless
people who stood in protest against the
well-armed Pakistani force; the homeless
people who were breaking down in
frustration after suffering inhuman mis-
ery day after day; and every young man
and woman, mother and father, brother
and sister who took up arms to immerse
themselves in overt and implicit combat
against the enemy. Joy Bangla was an
even more dangerous, a much sharper
weapon than the guns and cannons of
the enemy. The Bangalis living in and
outside Bangladesh from April to mid-
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December 1971 will realise the truth of
my statement to the very core of their
hearts. was not just a political slogan; it
was the mantra Joy Bangla or isme azam
of our liberation movement. There was
only one purpose for this mantra and
that was the attainment of an objective.
The same goes for isme azam. The sole
goal of this mantra or isme azam was to
gain the independence of the country
and to carefully nurture this earned
freedom.

Muhammad Enamul Hug
(September 20, 1902 - February 16, 1982)

The person who discovered this
mantra was the Father of the Nation,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
When Sheikh saab uttered this isme
azam in his amazingly baritone voice,
the infallible mantra was echoed and
reverberated by millions of voices at the
speed of light from one end of the
country to another. The latent con-
science of their hearts was awakened
while their suppressed realisation was
resuscitated. They realised that they
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were not limited to the identity of a
Hindu, Buddhist, Christian or Muslim -
- they were Bangalis, they belonged to
this country. A small segment of selfish,
treacherous people openly or implicitly
opposed the mantra of Joy Bangla by
giving it a fictitious spin and claiming it
to be un-Islamic. They are trying to be
friendly with us now but their ideolo-
gies haven't yet been completely anni-
hilated. In the guise of patriotism and
violent nationalism, many amongst
them make public appearances in dif-
ferent organisations and areas of the
country, They've forgotten that every-
thing that glitters is not gold; taking a
rope as a snake is just an illusion, not
the truth; the days of deception are now
over; the citizens of the country have
awakened. In the past the countrymen
had foiled all their hostile attempts; at
present all their visible and invisible
attempts will also fail.

Today, we are awakened and free
thanks to the inspiration of Joy Bangla.
This inspiration helped us create a new
history in the world; a new and astonish-
ing history, Who has ever heard of a
nation being successtul in announcing
its independence without any expecta-
tions of earning its freedom with limited
arms? With the exception of a few
Bibhishans and Mir Zafars, which coun-
try can claim that its population of sev-
enty million people (except the remain-
ing half million who were traitors) stood
firm against the enemy by involving
themselves with the liberation move-
ment? 3 million people of the country,
including the elderly, students, adoles-
cents, teenagers and innocent children,
laid their lives for the sake of the coun-
try's freedom. Which country in the
world earned its independence in nine
months after defeating a brutal and vile
occupation army that consisted of a
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quarter million well-educated, well-
equipped soldiers who had the most
modern arms and ammunition? Which
country forced the commander of its
enemy country, who boasted of his gal-
lantry all over the world, to surrender
trembling and shaking like a coward to
his foes, along with his 95,000 warring
soldiers? Just six months after their inde-
pendence, which state earned the recog-
nition of every superpower, save one,
along with 57 other states of the world?
And which new state of the world has
been successful in establishing a unani-
mous constitution and ordinance in the
very language of the country's citizens
within a year of independence? All of
this is an inseparable part of an unimag-
inable and unprecedented history of the
Bangali nation.

It goes without saying that the poi-
gnant political cry of Joy Bangla formed
the magic words or the key to the forever
closed doors of history, This mantra was
adopted as the slogan of the new-born
state in Mujibnagar of Meherpur in the
district of Kushtia on April 17, 1971, The
independent, sovereign state of
Bangladesh was born. Even though the
role Joy Bangla played since that time
until eight months later was not a cease-
less one, it played an important, indis-
pensable part as a great source of inspira-
tion that ignited genuine patriotism
amongst people. That's why Joy Bangla is
now considered a main ingredient in our
liberation movement. If the history of
our liberation movement is penned
without the appropriate mention of this
ingredient, then it will never be consid-
ered as a correct or complete account of
history.

The writer was a famous researcher, litterateur and
educationist.

Source: Bengali, Bangladesh and Bangabandhu,
Monaem Sarkar, February 2000.
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ANGLADESH has made history in

cricket. For the first time they quali-

fied to play in the quarterfinals of the
ICC Wortld Cup by defeating England at
Adelaide. England, the birthplace of cricket,
are now virtually out of the tournament.
Fielding first, they made early breakthroughs
by dismissing the Bangladesh openers but
superb batting by Mahmudullah, Mushfiqur
Rahim and Soumya Sarkar helped them to
score a competitive total of 275 runs.
Mahmudullah was the first Bangladesh bats-
man to score a century in the ICC World
Cup. Mushfiqur was the second highest
scorer with 89 runs against England. After a
good start, England lost wickets almost at
regular intervals. They were all out for 260
runs heralding our victory by 15 runs. Rubel
Hossain took four decisive wickets, turning
the match in favour of Bangladesh. Skipper
Mashrate Mortaza, proudly wearing a green

victory to the freedom fighters of our War of
Independence.

President Abdul Hamid, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and the leader of the 20-
party alliance Khaleda Zia congratulated the
Bangladesh team. The prime minister urged
the people to take out victory processions
on Tuesday to celebrate Bangladesh's vic-
tory. In fact, the nation started the celebra-
tion soon after the fall of the last England
batsman. There were scattered processions
by joytul youngsters all over the capital city
on Monday evening. Be it in a posh club in
Gulshan or a street-side tea shop in a
remote village, all the discussions now
centre on cricket. The 20-party alliance
announced holding of victory processions
across the country to celebrate the victory
and lifed the hartal for twelve hours from 6
am to 6 pm on Tuesday. The decision to
relax the hartal was welcome even though
they did not lift the blockade. The Awami
League and its affiliated organisations

brate the occasion.

Our boys have so far done their job.
Have we done ours? The victory against
England is only the entry to the knock-out
round. Our boys will face the real chal-
lenge when they meet their opponent in
the quarterfinal. They need our support
and our prayers. The people are united
behind our team but are they getting the
right message? Why should the political
parties announce separate programmes?
Should politics be involved in cricket?
Should we not forget politics for the time
being and celebrate the victory as citizens
of Bangladesh? I am sure the present tur-
moil in Bangladesh is also distracting the
attention of our players. How do they feel
when they hear about torching of vehicles
or deaths taking place here and there
almost every day at home? Can they con-
centrate fully on the game?

The writer Is a senlor nuclear engineer.
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the much-fancied English side in the ICC

Cricket World Cup has given the nation an
opportunity to unite behind the national team. It is
indeed a rare occasion, the kind that is capable of
uniting the country behind a single event.

Despite this brief moment of agreement, the pres-
ent political stalemate that has entered the third
month this week shows no sign of subsiding soon.
Even though the scale and ferocity of Molotov cock-
tail attacks on public transport, it seems, have abated
a little, there are reasons to believe that the situation
might flare up again sooner rather than later.

There are reasons for us to feel pessimistic. The
crux of the problem lies in the animosity that both
the ruling Awami League (AL) and the BNP have
towards each other. Bangladesh's two major political
parties indeed suffer from a lack of trust, which is
one of the reasons why the caretaker government
system was introduced in the first place.

Three free and fair general elections have taken
place since it was incorporated into the constitution
in 1996; and given the acrimonious relationship
between both the parties, it is not at all surprising
that the BNP refuses to participate in the election
while the AL remains in power. And it would have
been the other way round too, if the AL was in the
opposition and an Election Commission was hold-
ing the election, with Khaleda Zia at the helm.

In fact, the Awami League refused to join the polls
in 1996; it, along with Jatya Party and Jamaat, boy-
cotted the election under Khaleda and instead
launched a turbulent 'non-cooperation movement'
that had witnessed the introduction of the caretaker
government system a couple of months later. The BNP
is following the AL's footsteps closely, and a low scale
insurgency-like situation that we have witnessed in the
last couple of months might go on.

Unlike what the AL government thinks, the pres-
ent crisis is not a law and order issue alone. It is a
political issue, and it needs to have a political solu-
tion. Bangladesh's recent political history tells us that
the BNP-Jamaat alliance enjoys the support of
around 30% of voters. Disenfranchising such a huge
swathe of voters can never bring anything good to
the country.

It is indeed surprising that the AL has so far
refused to even sit with the BNP to bring a negotiated
settlement to the crisis. To make matters even more
grievous, the government has put some of the senior
leaders of the party in prison on charges that range
from torching vehicles to vandalising public and
private properties. Given that most of the arrested
BNP stalwarts are in their early and late sixties, it is
no less than funny that they would be charged with
crimes that require a certain level of physical fitness
that people in our country at that age do not have.

Befuddling too is the government's refusal to let
the BNP hold any public meeting in the capital.
Once burnt twice shy; after the Hefajat incident of
2013, the AL may have been afraid of any large oppo-
sition gathering in Dhaka. That does not explain why
even the small BNP processions are routinely
resisted. Are we to believe that the government wants
to divest the country of any dissenting voice?

It is also not clear, too, as to why the BNP is con-
tinuing with its non-stop blockade and weekday
strike that has only been punctuated by the week-
ends.

It is time that both the AL and BNP create an
atmosphere congenial for holding a dialogue over
the modalities of the next general election. As the
party in power, the AL has to take the initial initiative
of building confidence, and a primary mediation by
a third party can also be considered. For its turn, the
BNP has to withdraw the blockade and strike and
will have to join the negotiating table.

At this critical juncture in its history, Bangladesh
needs to create a national consensus on issues,
which, besides the next general election, should
incorporate issues related to the country's future, It
should be an all-party conference which needs to be
participated by the civil society leaders too.

B ANGLADESH cricket team's victory against

The writer is the Editor of The New Anthem (Trangubar; Delhl;
2009). He can be contacted at ahmedehussaln@gmail
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