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More than half of Shikhar Dhawan's runs came through boundaries as the powerful India
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opener smashed his way to 100 runs against Irealand at Seddon Park yesterday.
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AFP, Hamilton

Shikhar Dhawan hit an aggressive century as
defending champions India recorded their
fifth victory in a row at the World Cup with a
thumping eight-wicket win over Ireland in
Hamilton on Tuesday.

Chasing a modest 260-run target,
Dhawan raised his second century of the
tournament off 84 balls as India lost only
two wickets in only 36.5 overs on a batting-
friendly Seddon Park pitch.

This latest victory meant
India, yet to lose at this
World Cup and already into
the quarterfinals, were guar-
anteed to finish on top of
Pool B ahead of their last
group game against
Zimbabwe in Auckland on
Saturday.

Ireland, meanwhile, will
likely need a win against
Pakistan in their last pool
match in Adelaide on Sunday to reach the
last eight.

"We have put in a lot of yards in the last
few weeks. It is all about being fresh for
Pakistan. If you can't get up for these games
you won't be up for any,” said Ireland cap-
tain William Porterfield.

Pakistan, Ireland and South Africa, who
all have six points in five matches, will vie
with the West Indies (four points) for the
three remaining quarterfinal spots on offer
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Another India game,
another Dhawan ton

from Pool B.

Ireland’s Niall O'Brien scored a run-a-
ball 75 while Porterfield made a solid 93-
ball 67 inIreland's 259 all outin 49 overs.

India proved their strength in batting
yet again as Dhawan and Rohit Sharma
(64) put on their team’s best World Cup
opening stand of 174 against a struggling
[rish attack.

Dhawan, who stroked 137 in the win
over South Africa, completed his eighth

Holcim

one-day international hundred with a single
off Kevin O'Brien to square leg. He reached
three figures off just 84 balls.

But one ball later Dhawan fell to a loose
shot off Stuart Thompson.

Inall, Dhawan hit 11 fours and five sixes.

Rohit was dismissed when he played on
to Thompson after hitting three sixes and as
many boundaries off 66 deliveries.

Earlier, Ireland failed to capitalise on a
good solid start after winning the toss.

Dhoni's experiment works A lesson for the Irish

AGENCIES, Hamilton

India captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni
took the opportunity to give his pace
bowlers a good workout on a slow
pitch by delaying the introduction of
his spinners in Tuesday's World Cup
match against Ireland at Seddon Park.

"Qur bowlers are really doing the
job for us, they've stepped up -- not just
the three fast bowlers, the spinners are
complimenting them and when we've
used part-timers they've done well,"
said the captain.

The defending champions have
played each of their previous four Pool
B matches in Australia and will com-
plete the group stages against
Zimbabwe at Eden Park in Auckland
on Saturday.

Tuesday's eight-wicket win over
Ireland confirmed they will top their
group after five successive wins.

On Tuesday, Ireland made a flying
start after William Porterfield had won
the toss, reaching 89 before losing
their first wicket from the final ball of
the 15th over.

They were then stifled by the Indian
spinners, with Dhoni using Suresh
Raina's off spin to back up
Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja, and were eventually dismissed
for an inadequate 259 with an over to
spare.

Dhoni said later it was crucial to be
flexible over his tactics and he would
have introduced spin close to the
fourth over had it been a must-win
match for his team.

"The few slower ones that were
bowled definitely got a bit of bounce
and the ball gripped on the surface. So
in a really crucial game for us the spin-
ners would have come in really early,”

he told the post-match news confer-
ence.

Dhoni said the new ball was coming
on nicely to the bat, which was a good
learning curve for his fast bowlers.

"Maybe in the next game we will do
it slightly different. I think when we
play in Auckland the wicket will be
very different, This [Seddon Park] is
the slowest New Zealand wicket that
youwill see,” he said.

Dhoni praised the bowling of
Ashwin, whose first eight overs cost
only 19 runs.

"I have pushed him to bowl in the
power plays and to use him in difficult
situations. He's very confident about
his bowling, he understands his bowl-
ing well. The good thing about him is
he keeps improving,” Dhoni said.

“It's obviously good to have him
and he's bowling very well."

REUTERS, Hamilton

Ireland captain William Porterfield
drew consolation from posting the
highest total against defending champi-
ons India in the cricket World Cup so far
despite a crushing defeat on Tuesday.
India overhauled Ireland's 259 all
out in their Pool B match at Seddon
Park for the lost of only two wickets in
the 37th over. The Irish must win their
final match against Pakistan in
Adelaide on Sunday to clinch a place in
the quarterfinals ahead of West Indies.
"We have been confident with the

bat throughout," said Porterfield, who
scored 67 and shared an opening part-
nership of 89 with Paul Stirling (42).

"We played very well for long peri-
ods of that game today. But it just
shows how ruthless you have to be the
way India batted there.

"You have to kick on and score
hundreds. We had a couple of 60s and
70s there. But we've chased down 300
and we've set 330 when we batted
first."

Porterfield said Ireland had lost a
couple of quick wickets and then man-

aged to lose a wicket every time they

picked up momentum.

"We could probably have put them
under a bit of pressure but we didn't
want to go too hard too soon especially
after losing those couple of wickets.

"We just lost those wickets at crucial
times and it slowed us down. We didn't
kick on as much as we would have
liked but you have to give them credit
aswell," hesaid.

Porterfield said the team would
"hone up" on Adelaide in the next
couple of days.

"We will have everything behind the
scenes ready,” hesaid.
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the close of play yesterday. A late century
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their logo. Indians and Irish bonded in Hamilton, while some lucky
fans were given some seats next to the pitch.
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