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Europe vies for lost mobile
glory against Asia, US

-

;|

v

[ 4

AFP

Visitors look at phones during the 2015 Mobile World Congress in Barcelona on Wednesday.

AFP, Barcelona

Once a mobile telecom leader, Europe
has lost out in recent years to giant com-
panies in Asia and the United States.
Now itwants to get backin the race.

The battle of the smartphones is now
fought between South Korea's Samsung,
US firm Apple with its iPhone, and
Chinese upstarts such as Huawei.

Europe hosted the Mobile World
Congress trade fair in Barcelona this
week -- but it was dominated by sev-
eral of these giants, minus Apple.

"Europe can feel like the focal point
of the industry -- at least for a week.
One week, then most of the major
trendsetters will head back to the
LInited States or to Asia," said Claudia
Nemat, a member of Deutsche
Telekom's board, ahead of the fair.

"We need European companies
that can compete on the global mar-
ket, especially in the digital economy.
Otherwise, our only place in this
global competition will be as a loca-
tion for others to sell their services."

Europe's telecom industry went
through a golden age in the 2000s

pany Microsoft.

Mobile phone coverage has evolved
into the faster 4G standard, but
experts say Asia and the United States
are far ahead of Europe in rolling out
those networks.

Inside smartphones, the operating
systems developed by Apple and Internet
titan Google are the most widely used
worldwide. Apple and Samsung are the
world's biggest sellers of handsets.

Apple habitually boycotts the
Barcelona fair and Samsung stole the
show there this year with the launch of
its top new smartphone, the Galaxy S6.

Another South Korean phone
maker, LG, also made headlines with
its connected phone-wristwatch, the
Urbane LTE.

Elsewhere in Asia, Chinese firms
such as Lenovo, Huawei and Xiaomi
are booming. In the fourth quarter of
2014, they were third-, fourth- and
fifth-biggest sellers of smartphones in
the world, according to a ranking by
consultancy Gartner.

"They are developing strongly,”
saild Anne Bouverot, head of the
GSMA association which groups 800

technology specialist at German mar-
ket research institute GfK.

"Our strength is being able to use
the DNA of Swiss watchmaking and
design watches that people will want
to wear every day," Boris Brault, chief
executive of MyKronoz, a Swiss
startup, told AFP.

His company designs its watches in
Switzerland, but like virtually all
wireless devices nowadays, they are
manufactured in China.

Other countries are hoping to add
technical know-how to the boom in
smart devices, such as France, which
had 120 companies represented at the
Mobile World Congress.

"One of our strengths is having very
good engineering schools,” said Eric
Morand of Business France, an agency
promoting French companies abroad.

Although it is considered to be lag-
ging in 4G, Europe is already position-
ing itself as phone companies plan the
next generation of 5G networks, which
they hope toroll out by 2020.

The European Union has set up a
public-private partnership with
telecom firms to invest in developing

Carrefour rings
up rise in
operating profit

AFP, Paris

International supermar-
ket group Carrefour
recorded a solid rise in
operating profit in 2014,
but said Thursday that
net profit fell as it
invested in improving
the shopping centres that
host its stores.

The world's number
two supermarket group
said operating profit
from recurring business
rose 6.7 percent to 2.38
billion euros ($2.63
billion) while net earn-
ings slipped 1.5 percent
to 1.24 billion,

Sales data, which had
been published earlier,
showed a dip of 0.3
percent to 74.7 billion
euros, but when stripped
of variations including
exchange rates indicated
growth of 3.9 percent.

Exceptional items that
weighed upon the bot-
tom line included
Carrefour's contribution
to the creation of a prop-
erty development com-
pany that will try to
boost the value of the
shopping centres in
which its supermarkets
are located, as well as a
discount retail chain in
France.

Emerging markets
continued to drive gains
in operating profits,
rising by 14.9 percent.

Conditions in Europe,
which had been difficult
in recent years due to the
eurozone crisis, have
improved with France
posting a 6.1 percent in
operating profits and a
9.6 percent gain for the
rest of Europe.

"Carrefour turned in
very fine year in 2014
that confirmed that it is
on the road to recovery,”
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China backs e-commerce
expansion in win for

Alibaba, JD.com

REUTERS, Beijing

China will back e-commerce development
and guide international expansion by
Chinese internet companies, Premier Li
Keqgiang said on Thursday, in an endorse-
ment for firms such as Alibaba Group
Holding Ltd and JD.com Inc.

Addressing the opening of China's
annual parliamentary meeting in Beijing, Li
broadly laid out China's "Internet Plus”
strategy, which includes promoting cloud
computing, online banking, mobile
internet, along with logistics to help e-
commerce expansion.

He also stressed the need for more state
investment in the internet sector.”"In addi-
tion to the 40 billion yuan ($6.38 billion)
government fund already in place for invest-
ment in China's emerging industries, more

funds need to be raised for promoting busi-
ness development and innovation, " Lisaid.

Li's support would benefit Alibaba, the
world's largest e-commerce company,
which is already investing in cloud com-
puting and internet finance. Its biggest
rival, Beijing-based JD.com, has seen its
transactions more than treble in its online
marketplace.

Others firms likely to benefit include
social networking and entertainment
company Tencent Holding Ltd and online
search firm Baidu Inc. Both have internet
finance operations and are expanding
internationally.

State-backed shipping and logistics firms
China Cosco, China Shipping Container
Lines and Sinotrans, as well as local delivery
firms YTO Express and S.E Express, should
gain too.
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Kazi Manzur Ahmed, general manager of Okapia, and Ashish Chakraborty, general man-
ager of SSL, exchange documents of a deal at Okapia's head office in Uttara, Dhaka
recently. SSL will provide infrastructure facilities for selling Okapia devices online. Md
Tofazzul Hossain, managing director of Okapia, was also present.
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Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh
CEMSU, Kurmitola, Dhaka-1229

Invitation for International Tender
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Time
12-00 noon

Date
01-04-2015

Pre-tender meeting

with the launch of the 3G third- telecom operators. Analysts say 2015 5G networks. In Barcelona on Sﬁid ﬁnancia} -:.iirectnr 1 Ministry/Division Civil Aviation Authority.
generation of network coverage. will be a boom year for "wearables” Tuesday, the EU's digital economy | Pierre-Jean Sivignon, one 3 Agency N/A.
Finland's Nokia was the leading like smartwatches, and some see an commissioner Guenther Oettinger of two executives who 3 Procuring enfity name CEMSU, CAAB.
manufacturer of handsets and a opportunity there for Europe. resented the bloc's 5G vision. has been helping chief 4 Procuring entity code Not used at present.
pPp y p P ng entity F
smartphone pioneer, but after bein "Countries like Switzerland, for "With 5G Europe has a great oppor- executive Georges Plassat 5 Procuring entity district Dhaka.
p P & p B PP ng
overtaken sold its mobile phone ser- example, have particular expertise" in tunity to reinvent its telecom indus- run the company while B Invitation for Supply of 2 Nos. 10,000 ltr capacity ARFF (Aircraft Rescue & Fire
vices in 2013 to the US Internet com- that area, said Jan Wassmann, a new trial landscape,” he said. he recovers from surgery. Fighting) vehicle for HSIA, CAAB.
7 Invitation Ref No, CAAB/1901/CFR/Part-2/13/317/5841
8 Date 12-02-2015
I~ e Euro hits new 11-year low | [s [
— 9 Procurement method Open tendering method (Single stage two envelope).
S y FUNDING INFORMATION
Bangladesh Council of Scientific & Industrial Research d " b f ECB 10 Budget and source of funds | CAAB's own fund.
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fa9® 39.03.303¢f4e wifary Wﬁ%@ TR FHOT-9g FAEtees SEFAT 9w The euro hit a new 11-year low on the dollar Thursday applicable)
as investors waited for the European Central Bank 13 Project/programme name N/A.
fefae IS Tor fgaffe editma Gifs s Sieiazes & F4ifve st (ECB) to announce details of its bond-purchase (If applicable)
14 Tender package No. 46(100)
- programime.
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T4 T | CIE =RreR TN e @PrerR 7 Fame Joe ¢ fafee | | asainst $1.1080 late Wednesday in New York, its low- -
est level since September 2003. I — —
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: ; i ! 18 Tender last selling date & 19-04-2015
axdl at on Thursday, President Mario Draghi is set to unveil time
AW 0 = = | details of the bank's 1.1 trillion euro quantitative- Date e
39.00.30 Mfﬁ‘“ h“ﬂﬂm easing plan, due to be launched this month to ward off 19 Tender closing date and 20-04-2015 12-00 noon
Sy do.00. 8 AT B3 AT deflation. time
farere AT The ECB's stance is in stark contrast to the Federal 20 Tender opening date and | 20-04-2015 12-15pm
i Reserve's plan to exit crisis support, having ended its = Erna S s -
- - . . ame & address of the ress
(1T T8 20, 9, W, Y0, VY, 8¢, 8, 85, €, 1¢, 5, b3, by, ba, bb, b, ?:lﬂ:lig;ﬁigﬁ;; Ecmher- Itis now planning to officel(s)
58, BY, Bb, 338, SE, DOV, 3¢9, SU8, Skro, Sbd | (B Y G | The dollar was at 119.85 yen against 119.70 yen in Epﬁﬁt:]!glgltfndar oRnerL | :Deoeol DENON, WD, TG, Dk
New York late Wednesday. - Selling tender document | Cash Section of Director (Finance), CAAB HQ, Dhaka.
faas A av Enfergee s "Clearly there looks to be an element of currency- (others)
market positioning ahead of the ECB decision," Philip -Receiving tender Director, CEMSU, CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka.
(ST w18 b9, VR, RIB, VB, WD, MR, WY, W, WNE, W9, W9, VR, Borkin, a senior economist at ANZ Bank New Zealand document -
: : : - Opening tender Director, CEMSU, CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka.
200, 209, 388, BE, ACY, AV, VB, JBE, VA, AW, A9, A9Y, AW, W, [ | WO In a dient note, according to Bloomberg News document
e Sl BT B ane SR e e 22 Place/dateftime of Office of the Director, CEMISU.

Manufacturer who have local agent/distributor in Bangladesh and have
minimum of 05 (five}] years specific experience of
producing/manufacturing and supplying of ARFF (Aircraft Rescue &
Fire Fighting) wehicle are eligible to participate in the tender
competition.

Adidas optimistic for 2015 | [z ewsierene
amid focus on US market
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852, 89, 8)8, 8, 80, 89, 819, 892, 898 | CIB 2D & | sales growth in 2015 as its golf business improves and 26 Price of tender document | 2000.00 (two thousand), (non-refundable).
consumer confidence recovers, while net profit should (Tk)
aae oA rise faster still despite exchange rate hits and higher 27 Lot Identification of | Location Tender security amount Completion
marketing spending. No. lot : time
(15 9993 80b-, 885, 885 | (G © & | The world's second-biggest sportswear group after 1 : : ESE]ES&%%M (sixty thousand) 360 days
Nike hopes to more than compensate for the non- PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
IRre PG, A TR AP RS/ A et ke of sales from last years SUC'EETE{*‘T‘-“ C“S | 28 Name of officialinviting | Director, CEMSU, CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka.
| 5 thanks to strong momentum at its main Adidas an tender
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year as well as the geopolitical crisis in Ukraine," Chief inviting tender
G | Executive Herbert Hainersaid in a statement. | 32 NB: i Two separate envelope (one for technical & other for financial) must be sealed
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g mwmﬁﬁ : xed opening date. Financial offer of the responsive er will be opened by
e DRECEAAE T § cumency neurl Daks her s PO . B8 b s e St o vt o ochaca ol
(I TR @8Y, €89, ¢85, €Y, ¢Eq, GV, @Y9, €90, ¢a), ¢AY, Cbd, ¢y | B L E e i The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders
: 2 ? ? ? ’ ’ ’ 3 ’ ’ ’ uing operations should climb 7-10 percent. thereof.
(B 33 T | Adidas' 2014 results were hit by problems at its Md. A Hamid Zamadder
3 TaylorMade golf business as the popularity of the sport CAAB/PR-93/2015/189 Director
RT3 ST S waned in the US market. It was also hurt by the weakness Date: 5-3-2015 CEMSU, CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka
fafe-vis alls ofthe rouble as the Russian market is one of its biggest. GD-885 Phone: 02-8901791




