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4:58 AM

Tasdid's phone call jars me from a light
sleep I promised myself I wouldn't get
into. Quick shower later I'm on the
road, powering towards the meetup
point in Dhanmondi. Dhaka is a
beautiful orange streetlight tinged blur
and other than a goods laden truck
and an ambulance, there's nothing else
on the road, and it's a glorious time for
a drive,

5:08 AM

Just about 5 minutes on the road and
['ve arrived. The Evolution is waiting in
front of a black gate, silvery grey
paintwork half hidden in the shadows,
as if the beast is waiting to pounce. |
get out, introduce myself, and meet the
owner, Sourav Mahmud. Along for the
ride is Eeshan Zaman, with Tasdid and
his camera riding shotgun. The plan is
set and we get ready to move.

5:12 AM

Heading towards Jahangir Gate, the
empty roads coax and tease. A glance at
my rearview mirror tells me the Evo is
barely being contained by lazy gear
shifting and gentle throttle blips.
Tasdid, leaning out the window of my
aging Vista, takes a few rolling shots,
marveling at the way the metallic grey
paint and muscular lines of the Evo
reflect the streetlights as we rush past,
Before Tasdid can fix the settings on his
camera, however, Sourav gets tired with
the slow pace and opens up the taps
on the emptiest stretch of road on our
morning run. A downshift, a ferocious
discharge from the blow off-valve and
the stillness of the night shatters into a
million cantankerous pieces, the
exhaust note ripping up the fabric of
time and space as the Evolution
launches itself into the horizon.

5:32 AM

Sourav realises there's no way an old

INTERNET SENSATION KEN BLOCK IS FAMOUS FOR TWO THINGS:

HIS ABILITY TO TAKE A 90 DEGREE CORNER WITHOUT TAKING HIS FOOT
OFF THE ACCELERATOR, AND THE INSANE CARS HE USES IN HIS
“GYMKHANA" VIDEODS. GYMKHANA STARTED OUT IN JAPAN WITH DRIVERS
USING HIGHLY MODIFIED 4WD CARS (SUCH AS THIS WEEK'S FEATURE CAR)
Alll mm GAINED POPULARITY ABROAD DUE TO KEN'S SHENANIGANS.
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PROJECT CARS

2004 Mitsubishi
Lancer Evolution VIII

DAWN RUN

This is the fourth Evolution we've featured on Project Cars,
and it's a testament to how rapidly things have changed in
the local automotive scene. It takes dedication and a solid
understanding of performance cars to own, drive and tune a
Lancer Evolution, and we have truly come a long way from
the days of simple engine swaps.

Vista falling apart at the seams can
keep up with the 400+ whp tuned
monster of his, and graciously takes it
(relatively) slow till we reach the
photoshoot location, The sky is almost
clear now, and as Tasdid gets about his
business, I start work on mine.

“Why the Evolution? Why not

L g ..,"""
S o
u..__'-t‘_q-‘:*

something else?” I ask Sourav.

“I've had my share of performance
cars in Dhaka, and after owning a
Celica, 4AGE equipped cars and so on,
the Evo is the top dog. It's the most fun
you can have with a car in Dhaka
considering how stable, usable and
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MOTORSPORTS-DESIGNED
GEOMETRY AND
COMPONENTS.

WHEELS: FIFTEEN52 R40
18X10.5" THREE-PIECE.
TIRES: PIRELLI TROFEO R
P 295/30/18
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practical it is compared to other
performance cars. I love the way the
Evo drives, 1 enjoy it a lot.”

6:12 AM

There's no doubt the Evo's beauty isn't
the skin deep sort because the visuals
tell you a lot about its abilities on the
road. Tuned by the famed gurus at
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Autosmith, the Evo utilises a full ETS
Turbo kit (Garett GT35R turbo, ETS
intercooler, exhaust manifold,
intercooler piping, exhaust downpipe)
in combination with other goodies
(TiAL wastegate, HKS SSQV IV blow-off
valve, Injector Dynamics 1000cc fuel
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BODY:

1965 WIDEBODY
FORD MUSTANG
DESIGNED BY RTR,
ASD MOTORSPORTS
TUBULAR CHASSIS,
RTR CARBON
FIBER PANELS.

injectors, HKS intake system and HKS
Hi-Power exhaust). Even with stock
internals, Sourav says, the Evo is
making quite decent power, more than
enough for a bit of fun on empty
roads.

7 AM
With the photoshoot wrapped up, I get

ready to find out what the Evo is like at
full bore when I'm inside it. With
Eeshan bringing up the rear in my
Vista and my hips being squeezed into
cookie crumble in the Evo's passenger
bucket seat, we set off. Sourav drives in
an assuring way, shifting with just the

MOTOR: ROUSH YATES 410
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right mix of confidence and caution.
This is clearly a man who does not take
unnecessary risks (see side panel and
his take on driving safety), and it
shows.

7:08 AM

Coming off the Kuril flyover, at full
power, the Evolution displays an
enormous amount of grip and
constant stability as it keeps pulling
and pulling. And pulling. The amount
of ground this beast can cover in short
bursts of speed is incredible, and even
though time seems to slow down at
triple digit speeds, once the brakes are
engaged and you float back down to
earth, its
astonishing
to realise
how much
distance
you've
covered.

8:45 AM

A filling
breakfast
composed of
chicken jhal-
fry. mogoj
bhaji and
paratha later,
its time to reflect on a morning well-
spent. The Evolution is a truly
astonishing car, and no matter how
many chances I have to get
acclimatised to the sound and fury of
an Evo or an STi, these machines keep
throwing knock-out punches. It's
almost like a mistress whose charm
you can't shake off no matter how hard
you try. Would we have it any other
way? Of course not.
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The Volkswagen
Passat beat six other
vehicles to become
Europe's 2015 Car
of the Year. It's the
third time in six
years that the
region's biggest

WHEELS

Driving

SAFE

with Sourav Mahmud

Sourav isn't the typical
Evo owner. He likes
driving slow, and driving
as safe as possible.

“I only let the throttle
loose when the streets
are absolutely empty. [
heard a story of a family
of four getting rear
ended. There were two
small children at the
back, and they didn't
survive. Every time I'm
on the road, I keep
thinking of that family,
and what it would feel
like if that were to
happen to mine. It's a
powerful incentive to
drive safely.”

“Its not necessarily
the amount of time
you've spent behind the
wheel. If you're aware of
what could happen on
the road, like the typical
pedestrian mentality
when crossing the road,
you'll know how to
tackle these situations.
Thinking ahead and
being aware counts.”

All-wheel drive goodness this week on Shift. First, we
have a tuned Evo VIII that is a surreal experience
whether you're driving alongside or riding shotgun in
it. Along with that we have Ken Block's all-wheel
drive monster Ford Mustang. Enjoy.

— Shaer Reaz, sub-editor, Shift.

VW Passat named
European Car of the Year

carmaker, Volkswagen, has won the title.

Volkswagen rolled out new versions of the mid size Passat
lineup in 2014, part of the automaker's effort to become the
world's biggest carmaker by the end of the decade. The Golf
compact, VW's best-selling model, won the Car of the Year
title in 2013, and its Polo subcompact won in 2010,
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