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Certainly
Yahya never
indicated that
the Six Points
were inimical
fo the concept
of one
Pakistan. Any
question of
Muyjib's
modifying his
demands never
arose with
Yahya because
no such
demand was
ever made of
him.

FREEDOM
IN THE OFFING
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S President Yahya flew out of

Dacca on the night of March 25

he took with him the last hopes
of a united Pakistan. For the final two
days he had been holed up in the
Dacca cantonment with the junta of
generals who rule Pakistan, putting the
finishing touches to Operation
Genocide.

The contingency battle plan had been
worked out over the last two years when
the army had been given a glimpse of
the true force of Bengali nationalism
during the movement against Ayub. The
strength of the army in this time had
been raised from one understrength
division to three divisions and an
armoured brigade. But the decision to
put the plan into action was probably
taken some time between March 1 and
March 6 and was symbolised by the
replacement of Lieutenant General
Yakub on March 7 by Lieutenant General
Tikka Khan, regarded as the fiercest of
the Punjabi hawks.

During this time they must have
gauged the overwhelming support
behind Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in
Bangla Desh. Sheikh Mujib's call for
peaceful non-cooperation, protesting
against Yahya's postponement of the
Assembly, had, in less than a week, not
only destroyed the authority of the
Yahya government in the East wing:
traditional instruments of Central
power in Bangla Desh, such as the civil
service and police, had positively
pledged allegiance to Mujib.

Yahya's decision to postpone the
Assembly was seen as a collective con-
spiracy with Mr. Bhutto to frustrate the
democratic process at the expense of
the Bengali majority. The fact that
Yahya's close associate, Lieutenant
General Umer, was reported by other
West Wing leaders to have put pressure
on them to join Bhutto's boycott of the
Assembly was seen as evidence of this
collusion.

Similarly, the decision to postpone
the assembly was seen as an attempt to
save Bhutto's position when this strat-
egy failed to win support in the West.
Many Bengalis at that stage felt that
self-rule for Bengal could be attained
only outside the framework of one
Pakistan.

Confronted with this mood Mujib
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Prelude to an order for
genocide

In this article Prof. Rehman Sobhan, who was Professor of Economics at Dacca University and an
Adviser to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, describes the background to the Yahya-Mujib talks
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Women's procession in Dhaka during the non-cooperation movement in March 1971

staked his political life, first in his pub-
lic meeting on March 3, then before a
million people on March 7, when he
deflected the demand for independence
towards a negotiated demand for full
autonomy. On March 7, the army in
Dacca was prepared for unleashing a
bloadbath if Mujib declared independ-
ence. Heavy machine gun emplacement
had been prepared on the cantonment
perimeter. Tanks were ready and the air
force was alerted.

Denied an open provocation by
Mujib, and faced with a complete ero-
sion of Central authority in the East
wing, Yahya appeared to opt for com-
promise in talks with Mujib. He flew to
Dacca on March 15 with a clutch of
generals, several of whom secreted
themselves in the cantonment to final-
ise their battle plan for March 25.

Troops were being flown in daily in
plain clothes on PIA commercial
flights, and by March 25 a full division,
with support-equipment, had rein-
forced the existing force, A fleet had
been mobilised to send more troops
and heavier equipment in case the
existing force proved inadequate. A
special plain clothes commando unit
had been infiltrated into selected urban
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areas to create trouble as a cover for
military action.

The need for this sort of synthetic
provocation was becoming more neces-
sary as Yahya saw the extent to which
Mujib's Awami League volunteers had
established law and order throughout
the East Wing. Apart from an ugly
communal riot in Chittagong on March
2 and 3, when the army was responsi-
ble for law and order the province had
been extraordinary peaceful.

In this background the Mujib-Yahya
talks progressed with surprising ease. At
an early stage Yahya agreed to Mujib’s
demand for an end to martial law and a
transfer of power to civilian rule. Mujib
accommodated Yahya by agreeing to let
him stay as an interim civilian President
at the Centre until the new constitution
emerged. He further accepted Yahya's
demand for separate session in the
National Assembly. This, contrary to
Yahya's subsequent posture,was designed
to accommodate Mr. Bhutto who feared
that in a joint session of the Assembly
Mujib might join hands with the Pathan
and Baluch and some of the smaller
anti-Bhutto parties in Punjab to neutral-
ise Bhutto and even impose the Six
Points on West Pakistan.

Yahya demanded a free hand for
Bhutto in the West as a quid pro quo
for conceding Mujib's demands. Mujib
played into his hands in his despera-
tion to get the army out and in so
doing alienated his support in the West
wing. When Bizenjo, the Baluch leader,
Wali Khan, the Pathan leader, and
Daultana, flew back on March 24 they
had been sacrificed on the altar of a
Bhutto-Mujib entente and should look
to their own defences at home.

Once Yahya and Mujib had reached
agreement in principle, and Bhutto's
interests had been adequately safe-
guarded by Yahya, the task of working
out the details of the proclamation to
transfer power was left to the experts.
M.M. Ahmed, chief economic adviser
to Yahya, had been brought in to advise
on economics, and had readily con-
ceded that most of the autonomy
demands could be accepted even in the
interim phase.

Some debate over the basis for trans-
ferring power was resolved when the
leading constitutional lawyer of
Pakistan, A.K. Brohi, gave an opinion
that the Indian Independence Act gave
a precedent for transfer of power by
presidential proclamation. While some
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sensational news from Bangladesh.

Smack on the face of the dramatic
revelation of the phone conversations
of a civil society stalwart that shook the
society, came the horrific news of a
most brutal killing of an activist writer
in public view. His offense was
seemingly his writings that advocated
tolerance, freedom from bigotry of all
kinds, love and respect for all humans,
and above all a just society.

This is not a murder of vengeance,
neither is it to demonstrate a particular
protest against a political party. This is
an expression of anger and disapproval
of the way of thinking and philosophy
of a majority in the world who believe in
human values of life, liberty, and disap-
proval of religious bigotry, contrary to
the belief of the perpetrators of the hei-
nous crime, The perpetrators of this
heinous crime believe in imposing on
people a religious creed purported (in
false belief) to be rooted in Islam that
opposes any values of universal human

IT seems there is no end to

freedom in speech, action and all aspects
of personal life. In Bangladesh it has
happened before, and it has happened
now. A renowned author and activist was
a victim of such bigots several years ago
because he had promoted human values
of love and tolerance above radical reli-
gious teachings. And this will continue
to happen because the trends in
Bangladesh are quite opposite to what
we thought would be the guiding princi-
ples of our country.

The murder of Avijit is only the tip
of the iceberg; the iceberg of the forces
that had opposed Bangladesh from the
day it had been conceptualised, from
the days that our freedom movement
had begun. It was not only a struggle to
free its people from the oppression of a
junta obsessed with a fanatical idea to
join completely different ethnic and
linguistic communities under the slo-
gan of a common religion, but also a
struggle to establish a society that
embraces diversity in religion, ethnicity,
and respect for human rights. That is
why the founding fathers of the country
enshrined in the country’s constitution
of the country the core values of

democracy, nationalism, secularism,
and egalitarianism. When they thought
of Bangladesh they envisioned a society
that would be above narrow concerns
of religious identity, harassment of
people because of their religious
beliefs, ethnic affiliation, or choices in
their personal lives.

Sadly, the Bangladesh that was born
out of the sacrifices of millions forty four
years ago is not the same today. The
forces that had opposed the country
before its birth have not only resurfaced,
they are a powerful force now. These are
forces that do not believe in a secular
society, nor do they believe in free
speech or promotion of human values of
tolerance, mutual respect, and diversity
of beliefs and thoughts. These are forces
that want the world to adhere to a uni-
form thinking of one thought, and rigid
implementation of that thought.

Never before has Bangladesh faced
such deep fault lines in politics and
society. On the one hand we have the
loyalists from the Liberation War who
firmly believed in and fought for a
democratic and secular society; and on
the other are the forces that opposed

these principles and fought side by side
with a junta that wanted our land. It
was our national failure that we could
not contain the evil forces from rearing
their heads again soon after the birth of
our new nation because our leaders
were too complacent or lacking in
foresight. Our hard earned independ-
ence and the values of our struggle were
hijacked, and were replaced by slogans
that recalled the values that we had
rejected. Today, we are paying the price
of the years of nurturing and ignoring
the rebirth of the radical forces that we
wanted to get rid of because of our
divisive politics and desire for personal
gain in lieu of national interest.

Dark forces of evil grow when virtu-
ous forces fail to oppose them or regis-
ter their presence. The murder of Avijit
can be viewed as another criminal
offence and many people may want to
let this be handled by the law enforcing
agencies. But this will be a callous
approach to dealing with a danger that
may impose a more serious threat to
not only the country but the way we all
want to live. This is an ominous signal
to the coming of a society that is bound

semantic as opposed to substantive,
points remained. Yahya's team never
indicated that there was a point beyond
which they could not accommodate the
Awami League,

As a result there was no question of
any breakdown in the talks because
Yahya and his team never issued any
ultimatum, or their minimum basis for
a settlement. Having conceded a free
hand to Bhutto in the West and power
to Yahya in the Centre at least in the
interim phase, it was felt that Yahya
could come to terms with the de facto
authority exercised by Mujib in the
East.

The Awami League team waited for
the final drafting session of the procla-
mation on March 25 but the expected
call from Lieutenant General Peerzada
never came, Instead M.M. Ahmed flew
to Karachi without waiting to see the
Awami League response to his amend-
ments, indicating the junta had other
plans as a substitute for talk.

It is now clear that Yahya was using
the talks as a cover for reinforcements
to his troops as much as for an oppor-
tunity to alienate Mujib from potential
support in the West. No one knows
what the terms were for transferring
power to the civilians, since Yahya's
cryptic commitment to the integrity of
Pakistan continues to mean all things
to all men.

Certainly Yahya never indicated that
the Six Points were inimical to the
concept of one Pakistan. Any question
of Mujib's modifying his demands
never arose with Yahya because no such
demand was ever made of him.

It was unfortunate for Yahya that
Mujib, in spite of provocation, kept law
and order under control while Yahya
sat in Dacca. Yahya had to act in cold
blood when he left orders with Tikka
Khan to launch Operation Genocide.

Yahya must have known that he was
destroying the last hope of a united
Pakistan. On the night of March 25
Muijib told a West Pakistani visitor that
he had done his best to hold Pakistan
together but that Yahya was seton a
military solution and that this was the
end of Pakistan. He felt he might be
killed, but that an independent Bangla
Desh would be built on his grave.
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This article was first published in Guardian,
Manchester on June 5, 1971

up in its thoughts, actions, and speech.
Because this is the society and country
that the perpetrators of the crime
believe in and want to impose on
everybody. This murderous act is not

Never before has Bangladesh faced such
deep fault lines in politics and society.
On the one hand we have the loyalists
from the Liberation War who firmly
believed in and fought for a democratic
and secular society; and on the other are
the forces that opposed these principles
and fought side by side with a junta that
wanted our land.

on individual or his religious persua-
sion, but Bangladesh and the values it

was fought for.

The writer is a political analyst and commentator.
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by Mort Walker

LADIES, I'D LIKE TO
BRING YOUR ATTENTION
TO ALLTHE WORK THAT
NEEDS TO BE PON
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AND WE'D LIKETO BRING

YOUR ATTENTION TO OUR
EMPTY TIP JARS




