DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 1, 2015

OP-ED

FREEDOM
IN THE OFFING

Frost : ...On the night that you were arrested,
on the night when in fact West Pakistan was
about to invade where they'd been talking
with you for sometime disguising their inten-
tions and then they invaded, now at 8
O'clock you were at home on the night you
were arrested and you got a warning, |
believe, by phone that the army was on the
way. Why did you decide to stay and be
arrested?

Sheikh Mujibur: You see, there is a most
interesting story on this point. That evening,
my house was surrounded by commandos and
they wanted to kill me if I came out of the
house, giving the names of my own people and
saying that Mujib Rahman has been killed by
the extremists of Bangla Desh. Then they
decided to take action by telling the world that
we are negotiation with Mujibur Rahman but
the extremists killed Mujibur Rahman and that
Yahya Khan has no alternative but to take
action against that. That was their first idea. |
know they are brutes, uncivilized. They will kill
my whole people. They will make a massacre. 1
thought it is better I die and at least save my
people who love me so much.

Frost: You could have gone to Calcutta per-
haps.

Sheikh Mujibur: I could have gone to any
place if I was ready to go, but how I can leave
my people? I am a leader of the nation. I can
fight and die, but I asked my people to resist.

Frost: How did they actually arrest you? It
was 1.30 in the morning wasn't it? What
happened?

Sheikh Mujibur: They machine-gunned my
house first.

Frost: Where were you when they arrived?
Sheikh Mujibur: I was sitting in my bedroom
-- this is my bedroom. They started machine-
gunning from that side. Some machine-guns
were this side and from that side they started
firing on the windows.

Frost: This was all destroyed?

Sheikh Mujibur: All destroyed. I was with my
family and a bullet entered my bedroom. My
six-year old child was sleeping on the bed. My
wife was here with two children

Frost : As you left your home at 32,
Dhanmandi, did you think you would ever
see it again?

Sheikh Mujibur : I didn't, I thought this was
the last, but if I die as a leader with my head
up, at least they will not be ashamed; but if 1

surrender to them, my nation, the people of
my country cannot show their face to the
world. It is better that I die keeping the pres-
tige of my people.

Frost : What about your trial?

Sheikh Mujibur : They made it a court-
martial with five military officers and all civil
officers.

Frost : What did they charge you with?
Sheikh Mujibur: Treason, war against the
Pakistan Government, against the armed
forces, wanting to make Bengal independent
and what not. Twelve charges out of which
for six charges the punishment is hanging.

Frost: And did you have defence?

Sheikh Mujibur: The Government was giving
defence first but when I saw the situation and
the position 1 thought, "No use defending
me, because this is a mock trial. It is a farce."
Then I got up in the court and said, "Mr.
Judge, kindly ask the defence lawyers to go
away because you know it is a camera trial. I
am a civilian. I'm not a military person and
they are giving me court-martial. Mr. Yahya
Khan is not only the President but also the
Chief Martial Law Administrator. He is the
confirming authority. He is the convening
authority of this court."”

Frost: You didn't have much freedom of
choice I suppose. Did they ever reach an
official verdict?

Sheikh Mujibur: After the court finished the
proceeding of December 4, immediately Mr.
Yahya Khan called on all the judges, that
means the Lt. Colonels and Brigadiers, to
Rawalpindi to dictate the judgment. There
they decided to hang me.

Frost: And, indeed, I believe that you discov-
ered that in the next cell to you they were
digging a grave.

Sheikh Mujibur: Yes, just near my cell they
dug a grave. I saw that.

Frost: You knew they were doing that?
Sheikh Mujibur : Yes, I've seen it with my
own eyes, and [ said, "I know, this is my grave
perhaps. All right, I'm ready.’

Frost: Did they say, "Yes, this is your grave" ?

Sheikh Mujibur: No, they would not say that.

Frost: What did they say?
Sheikh Mujibur: They said, "No, no, no, no.
We are making some arrangement that if we
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have some bombing then you can take shelter."

Frost: And at that moment what were your
thoughts? Had you thought you were about
to die all the nine months?

Sheikh Mujibur: I knew all the nine months
that any day I can die. Because they are unciv-
ilized.

Frost: And how did you face up to that? Did
you pray?

Sheikh Mujibur: I could face it for my con-
viction, for my principle, for my 75 million
people who love me as their brother, their
father, their leader.

Frost: If you came face to face with Yahya
Khan today, what would you say?

Sheikh Mujibur: He's a criminal. I don't like
to see his photo even. He has killed my 3
million people of Bangla Desh through his
soldiers.

Frost: Mr, Bhutto has him under house
arrest. What should Mr. Bhutto do, do you
think?

Sheikh Mujibur: You know what has hap-
pened in Bengal ? [ will tell you. Three mil-
lion people have been killed, including chil-
dren, women, intellectuals, peasants, workers,
students. At least 25 per cent to 30 per cent of
houses are burned and looted in Bangla
Desh. All the food godowns have been
destroyed.

Frost: And how do you know that the num-
ber was as high as three million?
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Sheikh Mujibur: Before my coming, my
people had started collecting the information.
I have messages coming from all areas where
I have a base. We have not finally concluded,
it might be more, but definitely it will not be
less than three million.

Frost: Do you think Yahya Khan was a weak
man led into evil by others, or was he an evil
man himself?

Sheikh Mujibur: He himself is an evil man,
and his own friends and colleagues are
saying this. You cannot put the responsibility
on others, because he is a hypocrite and a
dangerous man. From what I have seen when
talking to him when he was President and 1
was the leader of the majority Party that
time......

Frost: He misled you, didn't he?
Sheikh Mujibur: He could not mislead me. 1
understood what he was going to do, but 1

was also preparing to hit and he has now got
the hit.

Frost: Preparing to what?
Sheikh Mujibur: Hit him back and he has got
the hit back.

Frost: Do you wish that on March 7th at the
race course you had declared the independent
state of Bangla Desh then?

Sheikh Mujibur: 1 knew what was to come
and I declared in that meeting that this time
the fight was for liberation, emancipation
and freedom.
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Frost: If you had to say, "I, today declare the
independent state of Bangla Desh,"” what
would have happened?

Sheikh Mujibur: I didn't want to do it that
day particularly because I didn't want to
allow them then to tell the world that
Mujibur Rahman has declared independence
and we have no alternative but to hit back. I
wanted them to hit us first and my people
were ready to resist it.

Frost: But you did not want to start it?
Sheikh Mujibur: No, | wanted them to start it.

Frost: At this moment in time as you look
back, what would you say was your gladdest
moment in the past year? What was the
moment which provided the greatest happi-
ness for you?

Sheikh Mujibur: The day that I heard that my
people bad been liberated, my people were
independent and I have got Bangla Desh as
an independent sovereign country. That was
the happiest day of my life.

Frost: Of your whole life?
Sheikh Mujibur: Whole life,

Frost: Prime Minister, could you offer a
prayer in which the world could join?
Sheikh Mujibur: I always pray that the world
should come forward to help my people. 1
always expect that they should come forward
for the sake of humanity and my unfortunate
people of Bangla Desh. No country in the
world has suffered so much for their libera-
tion as my people of Bangla Desh have suf-
fered. I am very grateful to you, you are a
friend of mine, I invited you to come and see
for yourself. You have seen. See some more,
go and move around. There is absolute law and
order in my land. The question now does arise
that if anybody asks you anything, do whatever
you can do and give my good wishes as a
prayer to the world. I wish everybody good luck
and | expect that everybody will come forward
to help my hungry millions. Thank you my
friend. God Help you. Joi Bangla.

Frost: Joi Bangla. I'm sure the world will
come forward and I'm sure that if it doesn't,
God will never forgive us.

Source: Bangla Desh Documents- Volume 11
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On February 7, 2007, the Star Magazine ran an interview of Bangladeshi-born writer and blogger Avijit Roy. Avijit was Kkilled and
his wife, also a blogger, was violently stabbed last Thursday by two unknown assailants as the couple was going out of the
Ekushey Book Fair. Below is an abridged version of the interview.

Ahmede Hussain (AH): How has
Mukto-Mona evolved? Can you please
explain the idea behind Mukto-Mona
for our readers?

Avijit Roy (AR): Mukto-Mona came
into being in the year 2000, with the
intention of debating and promoting
critical issues that are of the utmost
importance in building a progressive,
rational and secular society, but usually
are ignored in the mainstream
Bangladeshi and South Asian media.
On May 26, 2001, I created a Yahoo
group under the name Mukto-Mona. A
year later, it was developed into a com-
plete web site (www.mukto-
mona.com), which, to the best of my
knowledge, was the first South Asian
Humanist and Rationalist forum on the
net. Our aim is to build a society which
will not be bound by the dictates of
arbitrary authority, comfortable super-
stition, stifling tradition, or suffocating

orthodoxy but would rather be based
on reason, compassion, humanity,
equality and science.

Since its existence, Mukto-Mona has
been able to draw the attention of
many like-minded thinkers including
many distinguished authors, scientists,
philosophers and human rights activ-
ists from all around the world. We
have always tried to raise our voices
wherever people's freedom and civil

liberties have been attacked. For exam-

ple, we were (still are) acrid critics of
Bush's policy of aggression and inva-
sion of Iraq in the name of the so-
called 'war on terror.'

Within the subcontinent, we have
affiliations with the Federation of
Indian Rationalist Associations and the
Science and Rationalists' Association of
India (SRAI) led by Prabhir Ghosh. The
International Humanist and Ethical
Union (IHEU) has also provided con-

tinuous encouragement and support to
us. Mukto-Mona forum is approaching
3000 members. .

AH: In a region where a majority of
the people live in abject poverty and
do not have access to the Internet,
how can Mukto-Mona help establish a
secular society?

AR: Despite our limited resources,
mind you, Mukto-Mona is not an NGO
run by donations from foreign coun-
tries. We carry out activities with our
own funds i.e. donations collected from
our members of advisory and editorial
board (who are mostly expatriate
Bangladeshis such as researchers, activ-
ists, students, etc) we are trying to target
the most neglected areas. For example,
as our first project, we undertook the
reconstruction of a primary school in
remote Roumari in Bangladesh, We
have additionally promised to continue

our support for more years provided
the school authority promote secular
and rational thinking among the stu-
dents. We undertook that project for
many reasons: that was a place of poor
rural people and thus was neglected by
the rich class/government. Secondly,
the most important stage of life when
we can instill a value/lesson in the
minds of our children is when they are
in primary school.

We have started publishing books on
science and rationalism. In a few
remote areas, our activists have formed
Rationalist Forums drawing likeminded
youth and students. Such forums or
associations provide a sense of cohe-
siveness in the mind of young human-
ists and they do not feel they are iso-
lated. In the future, we plan to work on
mobilising and uniting youth toward
rationalism and humanism in every
part of Bangladesh.

Fortunately, we are not alone. There
exist vast number of like-minded peo-
ple in the world and nothing can beat
the internet in making friends with
such people. For example, we have
humanists of Bangladesh and other
South Asian origin in our group from
virtually every corner of the world. Lots
of people are showing eagerness to help
Mukto-Mona in every possible way but
we have been cautious in our response
because we simply don't want to turn
into yet another NGO. Ours is not just
an organisation, it symbolises a move-
ment, an ideal.

Avijit Roy is author, "Alo Hate
Choliyachhe Adharer Yatree” (a Bangla
book on the origin of universe), and
also the founding Moderator, Mukto-
Mona.

Ahmede Hussain has edited 'The
New Anthem' (Tranquebar;
2009;India)
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