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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The BNP-led alliance yesterday extended its
ongoing 72-hour countrywide hartal until
6:00am of Friday, setting a record of enforc-
ing strike for all working days in a month on
top of indefinite blockade.

February wasted
in shutdown

Ongoing hartal extended till am Friday

The 20-party combine has been enforc-
ing the nationwide blockade since January 6 f
which enters 51st day today, the longest ever f‘
non-stop blockade in the history of inde-
pendent Bangladesh.

The agitation programmes,

NOT FORGOTTEN ...

said the
SEE PAGE 8 COL 2

[SIS kidnaps
90 Christians

Says Syrian rights body

AFP, Beirut

Jihadists from the Islamic State group have kidnapped at
least 90 Assyrian Christians in northeast Syria, after over-
running two villages, a monitor said yesterday.

The abductions appeared to be the first time the group
has kidnapped Christians en masse in Syria, though the
jihadists have taken thousands of prisoners as they have
advanced in the country and neighbouring Iraq.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-
based monitor, said IS kidnapped the 90 Assyrians on
Monday after seizing two villages in Hassakeh province.

The group had no immediate details on those kid-
napped, including whether women and children were
among them, or where they were being held.

There were just 30,000 Assyrians in Syria before the coun-
try's conflict erupted in March 2011, with most of them
living throughout Hassakeh province.

They represent a tiny percentage of the country's overall
Christian population, which numbered around 1.2 million
people before the war,
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NEW BOOK

Political Parties .
in Bangladesh e

Challenges of Democratization

Rounaq Jahan

Ekushe Book Fair

550 Taka
Stall : 421-423
Sohrawardi Uddan

This book analyses how political
parties in Bangladesh started to lose their
democratic values and practices and suggests
steps to address the many challenges of
democratization of political parties.
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Protect
kids from

violence

Urges Save the
Children

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Save the Children has

In tears, army officers carry one of their colleagues, killed in the Pilkhana car-
nage, to the burial ground on February 28, 2009. Six years back, a bloody mutiny on February 25-26
at the BDR headquarters left 74 people, including 57 army officers, massacred.

6 YEARS AFTER BDR CARNAGE

Torn-apart, families wait
in whimper for justice

SHARIFUL ISLAM and ASHUTOSH SARKAR

called upon the govern-
ment and all political par-
ties to protect children
from the impact of violence
and ensure their access to
educational opportunities.

[n a statement issued
yesterday, the organisation
said, “Save the Children is
very concerned at the
impact of the ongoing
political unrest and
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long for justice.
THE CARNAGE CASE

How phone apps
track us in secret

MaAIL ONLINE

[t doesn't matter how many precautions you take to
protect your privacy: if you are carrying a
smartphone which is switched on, it is likely you are

still being tracked.
More than 100 mobile phone apps secretly leak
SEE PAGE 12 COL 6
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Do you think it was justified for
Awami League leader Sheikh
Selim to ask foreign diplomats
not to meddle in Bangladesh's
internal affairs?
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Families of the Pilkhana carnage victims may have to wait for two more years to see the killers punished
due to the lengthy nature of the judicial proceedings.

[t would take at least that much time before the higher courts concluded the legal procedures to pave
way for the execution of verdicts handed down by a special court in November 2013, Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam recently told The Daily Star.

Six years after the gruesome incident, families of the 2009 carnage victims said they would wait that

[n the morning of February 25 in 2009, some soldiers of the then Bangladesh Rifles, now Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB), mutinied at their Pilkhana headquarters. They broke into the armoury, looted arms and
then went on a killing spree for 33 hours. Seventy-four people, including 57 army officers, were massacred.
The mutineers also looted their officers’ houses, tortured women and children and took them hostage.
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Govt firm on
anti-terror
stance: PM

BSS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday reiterated
her government's firm
stance against all sorts of
terrorism, saying the armed
forces must move forward
imbued with the same ideal.

“We are committed to
international peace and
security. Our standpoint
against all kinds of terrorism
is very clear. Our armed
forces must move forward
imbued with the same
ideal,” she said.

Hasina was addressing the
graduation ceremony of
Defence Services Command
and Staft College (DSCSC)
2014-15 Course and certifi-
cate awarding ceremony held
at the Mirpur Cantonment.
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PHOTO:
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BDR
MUTINY

ON THE DOCK
face charges of killing 74, including
846 57 army officers in Pilkhana on
February 25-26, 2009
ON NOV 5, 2013, LOWER COURT AWARDED
FOLLOWING SENTENCES

Life imprisonment

161

Acquittal

277

Death

152

3-10years imprisonment

262

High Court may clear appeals by 2016

Supreme Court may finish reviewing
appeals by 2017

DHAKA CITY CORPORATIONS

EC starts polls
preparation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission has started preparations for holding the long-
overdue elections to Dhaka city corporations in late May or early June.

Talking to The Daily Star, an election commissioner yesterday said: "We
have not taken any decision on announcing the polls schedule. But I think
the last week of May would probably be a suitable time for the polls.”

EC Secretary Sirazul Islam said preparations are underway at the field level
for holding the election and it would take over two weeks to complete the job.

The commission will arrange electoral materials, prepare voter lists for
each wards and a draft list of polling centres, he added.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 6

7 killed 1n
road crash

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Comilla

Seven people, including two children, were
killed and 10 others injured in a road acci-
dent on the Dhaka-Chittagong highway at
Noabazar of Chauddagram yesterday.

The fatal accident occurred when a
Dhaka-bound bus of Unique Paribahan
collided head on with a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw around 6:25pm.

All the seven people of the auto-
rickshaw died on the spot while 10 passen-
gers of the bus received injuries from the
crash, said Md Rezaul Karim, superinten-
dent of highway police.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 3

by, G GfSfNe, 99 ©aw, oIl

e AT ot fwe |

AR “Afara JWa ¢ v YT

A el

oiel Ted (b Seeitaitea sreeide was ey wweifs, @oeelfa, afenfEmma g st o9&
IR (AT AN R ST 2 Rl [eare, 3arare 2eyifng s afefas 3fa «se | orat Tew e
ST SNSRI G ( (I A0 G2 Fe1a@ Zroitaa &y i s&igufe agre awame |
“The Municipal Corporation (Taxation) Rules 1986~ 74 (1) sriita bl Tea 6 SeAica=itas Sewds
QS FfETFTFART ST 79914, (FESIE I S S90— ST TW/ans awffs e f[esroat

fAETare, M3Care, STHrae Swiifvg ICwel BiIH 2T, BI] ©ad 10 SCAT=aiE ACHLe 0 (A-90TT @
AfACeIITee T0we BT S¢ % S50 @I BIETaa S4i Seis $3/09/20 3¢ 32 ©ifarad Tty Afareity Fa1a &y
SAATAACE QG TSI NLAT4 40 T2 |

T S¢/09/205¢32 S Tre T4 AR/ ae THER[E [REEe, JA2are ¢ A e
2T W9y A iy a0 Tren SfSHta Tt SoAEe F41 209 | 9F2 AN [[qearaamre ¢ fagrest
afevras fawra ot B seefita=m sifCant 1983 (ORD, XL OF 1983) @ Section 69 IreTtass Si2aTs
SIS PR ETIETCH

TSSO CHCs
aearoe @ [ h == o
G- srebove

A 2- 8.209.00b.3b.00.0¢R.205¢
OlR- Q0/o’/5¢
f&fe-qaey

EpiTor: MaHFUZ ANAM -Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,
Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GPO Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net,reporting@thedailystar.net



