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Mash wins
the fight!

SPORTS REPORTER from Melbourne

It was reportedly a battle
between pace and spin, and
the former came out winner.

When a replacement was
called for to-be-sent-home
paceman Al-Amin Hossain,
coach Chandika
Hathurusingha once again
showed his interest in leg-
spinner Jubair Hossain.

While the coach pressed
for the young slow bowler,
captain Mashrafe Bin
Mortaza was in favour of a
pacer and the selectors
finally sided with the skip-
per's desire as they picked
Shafiul Islam.

If everything goes according to plan then left-handed bats-
man Mominul Haque will once again bat late in the order in
the Tigers' third group match against Sri Lanka at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on February 26.

The 23-year-old batted at number nine position in the
match against Afghanistan and that raised many eyebrows.

The batsman's assignation in ODI cricket has not been as
fruitful as his performances in Tests and that is reflected in
his averages in the two versions.

Mominul came in the World Cup team with a big chal-
lenge to prove his worth in the shorter version after he was
dropped for two matches against Zimbabwe at home in
November last year. Uncertainty regarding his batting posi-
tion was also reflected during that series when he batted in
three positions -- at number three, five and seven -- in three
games he played.

After the latest position, many feared that the confidence
of this young man could be heavily dented. "I think if you

The 1CC World Cu
Soents techinical ccnmEﬂttee pick Mominul then he should be considered for number
has yesterday approved three position. But if you think he is not good enough for

the top order, then there is no point picking him and it's
better to pick Nasir Hossain for number seven position,”

Shafiul as Al-Amin's

replacement. .
pThis bt v s ada Christchurch yesterday. — said former cricketer Athar Ali Khan, who is now in
T i _ . . Australia to follow the Tigers' World Cup matches.
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favour of considering Mominul for top order, and captain

F n e t Mashrafe Bin Mortaza also sided with him.
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On the other hand

i i i All b 1‘i1‘1 g S ab out

THIRD EYE

such a young bowler only
to give him a chance for
four or five overs and the

Hit them at [visien

Air Conditioner

oty ﬁl’St En g ViCtOl'y their weakest

ATIQUE ANAM

AFP, Christchurch big total when Ali, supported by 54 while the more sedate Bell only reached
= — from lan Bell, took them to 201-2 with  theboundary twiceinhis halfcentury. England have finally got their World Cup campaign off the
Moeen Ali § century set up Englanc! S their 172-run stand for the first wicket Bell had an early life when Alasdair a1k After two heavy defeats, the English managed to
DRSNS WA the World Cup in  {he highest opening partnership so far Evans' Ibw shout was turned down. thwartthe Scotiish challengewiﬁa 119-run victory. %
Chrisichurch on Mongay Wh{?n the:y in the tournament. Scotland decided not to appeal, No matter how emphatic the scorecard may read for the 09613737 777 | @
sowned Seollahid byl fyhdn them Ali, dropped in the second over although replays showed the ball English, it was hardly a convincing performance from them, &ww.tﬂash::p.tnm W
EralAdiash, when Freddie Coleman failed to grasp  would have clipped the leg stump. Apart from Moeen Ali, none of the batters looked in com- < "
Al contributed % masterful 128 5 sharp chance, was untroubled by the He was finally undone driving at 514, including the great Ian Bell. The veteran's painstak-
runs towards England’s total Richie Berrington to be jno g5 hall 54, which featured only two boundaries, failed SCOREBOARD
of 303 and Scotland were all 2L POWERED BY caught by Kyle Coetzer and {5 complement Ali's fluent batting, even though the part-
out for 184 w“h} FIORS than L Ali followed soon after, nership yielded a record 172 runs. As soon as Ali departed, a
T e 4 \\ undone by the gentle off- minj collapse followed, reducing the Three Lions from 201 ENGLAND V SCOTLAND
Although Scotland were -~ % spin of Majid Haq. for one to 203 for 4. That only showed how vulnerable the
outclassed, the win was not N A ENGLAND R/B 4/6

Facing 304 to win was a Epglish batting has been in this tournament. Eventually
huge Hlountain for Scotland  gngland managed only 303 runs from their 50 overs, adding
to climb although opener jyst100in thelast15.

Moeen ¢ Coleman b Hag 128/107 12/5
Bell c Coetzer b Berrington 54/85 2/0

as convincing as three-times

CI_EAR World Cup runners-up
N—LL/" N\ wew England “fm.l]d have wanteq. Kyle Coetzer and skipper On the bowling front, England's two key weapons -- :;Ll:::tﬂe;:ﬁ T;: m,:; g:g
After hidings by Australia P & | £ Preston Mommsen bravely james Anderson and Stuart Broad -- have been off-colour so i MMnmm‘; e <Al 42
'I'OD AY'S M A‘I‘CH and New Zealand they were [ S8 SESig" | B i o tookup the challenge. far. Anderson's two wickets in three matches have come at Ta;:!ﬂ[msshl]a T ki
dESPE}'EtE ff‘-‘l‘ a confidence- - : = A Mommsen boundary 3p economy rate of 6.33 while Broad has given away 7.2 6 or e B thdlaw sl
West Indies v Zimbabwe boosting win and the oppor- : ; : took them past the 100 mark  ryng per over for his two wickets in three matches. a0 !
——— tunity presented itself against the occasionashe posted hissecond career in the 22nd over, five overs slower than it T S
ImE: kb lowly-ranked Scotland. ODI century. England but with a healthy seven wick- skl 3. o
Venue: Canberra RBut their jubi]a[iﬂn at putting Having been sent in under overcast etsinhand. Finn ot out 1100
WEDNESDAY'S MATCH points on the board was tempered by skies and with swing-friendly conditions However, the game began to slip sl B,
Ireland v UAE the lack of fight at the back of the at the Hagley Oval, he took a fearless from Scotland soon after when Root Mtk Fuanisiiaames) =03
Time: 9:30am innings when they lost six wickets for approach to the bowlingwithalikingfor  ended the 60-run partnership for the AR Moo
F—————— i niasinihe Enal 1 S rwens: the aerial route to beat the inner field. fourth wicket when he removed o el i i
— England had set themselves up for a His 128 included 12 foursand fivesixes  Mommsen for 26. FEE IR TR
Bowler 0 M R W
And that is all good news for Bangladesh, who England | Wardlaw L T G
will be facing at the Adelaide Oval on March 9. Many feel | B O oo 2
M O e en el ate d after that this low-on-confidence England side could be the ideal | %" Wk e g
4 ; . Hag 10 0 51 1
prey for the Tigers. The Tigers' approach should be -- ,
: Berrington 5 0 43 1
whether they get to bowl first or bat -- an attacking one, and
@ ® ® ; : . Machan . i 1 0
that will set the cat amongst the pigeons for these relatively | T 8 1M 0
MOEEN AL scripting victory et kN
_ After two thumping defeats, Thtj: immediate next opponents for the T+1ger$, though, | cooer cWoakesbMocen  71/84 110
England needed this win. And AFP, Christchurch dismissed for just 184, with off-spinner Ali 3¢ Sri Lanka at the MCG on Thursday. Tl:lE 15131‘1‘1“ S W:ETE MacLeod c Buttler b Anderson ~ 4/6 10
more importantly some of their + + — taking two wickets to add to his hundred. completely outplayed by New Zealand in their opening | cjemancMorganbWoskes 7/16  0/0
players just had to get into their Moeen Ali expressed the: relief of the entire It was a desperately needed win for match before managing a nervous four-wicket victory | wachancButtlerb Finn 57 10
groove. Opener Moeen Ali, who England team after his century against gpgland following thumping Pool A defeats against Afghanistan on Sunday, having made heavy weather | MommsencgioadbRoot ~ 26/42  3/0
had gotten a start in the previ- Scoﬂapd Pm}’ldEd the platform for their by tournament co-hosts Australia (111 runs) ofa233-run chase. Berrington ¢ Morganb Moeen 813 0/0
ous game against New Zealand, first Wi Uff—hl? World Cup on Mm}da?a and New Zealand (eight wickets). The Lankans have depth in their batting and variation in | GrosscRootb Finn /32 100
led the way. Ali's career-best "We just said thank God for winning the Nevertheless, it still left England outside their bowling. But it doesn't look like all the players are in | DaveycButtler b Finn 915 0/0
128 off 107 shrugged off the early jitters and gaIme, 53“1. Ali, a practising Muslim, after  (he top four-placing they will need if they the best of form. The wrecker-in-chief, Lasith Malinga, was | HaqcBallancebWoakes ~ 15/24  3/0
ensured that England didn't lose any wickets in the M onday’s = _ == . - - R _are to emerge taken apart by the Kiwi batsmen in the opening match for | EvanscButtlerbAnderson 9715 2/0
first powerplay. He smacked 12 fours and five victory by 113 el : out of the staggering figures of none for 84. The veteran did redeem | Wardlawnot out /0 0/0
sixes in an innings which saw him balance his rClI: e Sh ahf Seven-strong - himself slightly by taking three wickets against the Afghans, | Eras: (b5, w-2) 7
ageression with a hint of caution. Together with ; HI::S;E Efrai group and  pyt those wickets came in his third and fourth spells when T““':W!““m“*u overs) 184
Ian Bell the pair shared a 172-run stand for the finagll y s Tl Dﬁt h; € the batsmen were looking to go bonkers in a bid to up the | "/l ofwickets:1-17, 2-47, 3-54, 4-114, 5-
first wicket and provided England with a much Fadl 4 g quartertinals. ompo. Their second-most experienced pacer Nuwan | 22671287710, 8:160,3-184.
ded boost ngland's [t's nice i Bowler 0 M R W
needed boost. 1d ] Kulasekara was not even considered for the match after the
Wor Cup - - b - to get a bit of ; i : : Anderson 6 0 30 2
: ; heavy battering by the Kiwis. Their best spinner, Rangana
AT T campaign up form going — cod b - e — i Broad 7 0 24 0
i and running. into the next game," said Ali ahead of SRk T QLCOHOISG TOLOEY St LEWOITIEICRES | woakss 52 0 25 2
"Hopefully now we can go on arun and  England's clash with 1996 champions Sri ataneconomyrateot4.l. Finn 9 3 2% 3
win the next three," he added. Lanka in Wellington on Sunday. "It's nice to Sothereare “ISI,I:'IE chinksin ﬂjf" Lankan armoury aﬂ{? the | e 0 0 47 2
Ali made 128 and shared a first-wicket getawinning hundred.” Tigers r}eed to notice thEI'I:l and hl:t those vulnerable points. | s 0 3 1
stand of 172 with Ian Bell before England, who England captain Eoin Morgan said "to- For theirown game, the Tigers will need to be more aggres- | gogyyr: gngland won by 119 runs
had been on course for a huge total, suffereda  day was all about a win® as he accepted the Sive and more keen on rotating the strike and converting | pjayer.of-the-match: Moeen Al
decline that saw them finish on 303 for eight. innings had fallen away after Ali and Bell singlesinto twos and twos into threes -- there willbealotof | e scatiand
KABIR STEEL SINCE 1984 But that proved more than enough to see  shared the highest opening stand of the thoseon offeratthe mammoth ground thatis MCG --rather
off non-Test nation Scotland, who were tournamentto date. SEE PAGE 5-4 COL6 [I—
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