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SAKHIPUR RESERVE FOREST SAWING

HC asks govt to
report in 2 weeks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed
the government to submit a report on
the status of Sakhipur reserve forest
area in Tangail in next two weeks.

The court formed a three-member
probe committee with the deputy
commissioner of Tangail as head,
superintendent of police of Tangail
and assistant conservator of the forest
to probe whether illegal mills are still
sawing trees in the forest area.

Manzill Murshid, who filed the
petition on behalf of Human Rights
and Peace for Bangladesh, said the
HC asked the probe committee to
submit a list of sawmills established
within 10 kilometres of the forest and
the details of their owners. It was also
asked to probe whether forest offi-
cials of the area are properly dis-
charging their duties.

Responding to a writ petition filed
on the basis of a report headlined
"52 MILLS sawing reserve forests”
published in The Daily Star on June
5, 2011, the HC the next day directed
the government to immediately shut
down those illegal sawmills.

Yesterday, Deputy Attorney
General SM Nazmul Haque told the
HC that the government has taken
steps to stop operations of illegal
sawmills in the area.

1,000 Egyptians
evacuated from
strife-hit Libya
via Tunisia

AFP, Tunis

At least 1,000 Egyptians have been
evacuated from Libya through Tunisia
since Friday, the Tunisian transport
ministry said, following the murder of
Coptic Christians by the Islamic State
group.

Last week Egyptian and Libyan
warplanes hit IS targets inside Libya
after the jihadists released a video
showing the beheadings of 21
Christians, most of them Egyptian.

Since then Egypt has urged the hun-
dreds of thousands of Egyptians who
work in Libya to leave and chartered
planes to ferry them home from Tunisia.

At least 1,000 Egyptians who fled
to Tunisia have been airlifted home
since the first flight was set up on
Friday, a spokeswoman for the
Tunisian transport ministry said.

She told AFP that 250 more
Egyptians were expected to leave
from the southeastern Djerba-Zarzis
airport by 1600 GMT,

Munier Chy
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Kobor and Munier Chowdhury”, in
The Daily Star Centre in the capital.

Poet Asad Chowdhury remarked
that it was sorrowful that the mar-
tyred intellectual's birth anniversary
was not being observed.

Mamunur Rashid, a theatre artiste,
playwright and director, said
although many have tried to produce
another masterpiece like Kobor, they
have not yet been successful.

Ghashful, a media house, organised
the discussion where renowned drama
personality Lily Chowdhury, also wife
of Munier Chowdhury, was honoured.

Monjuli Kazi, daughter-in-law of
Lily Chowdhury and wife of late
journalist Mishuk Munier, received
the reward.

Fourteen cleared
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some others sought apology in an
improper way, which is also unac-
ceptable.

The dignitaries exonerated are
Shahdeen Malik, M Hafizuddin
Khan, Badiul Alam Majumder,
Rasheda K Choudhury, Prof Imtiaz
Ahmed, Amena Mohsin, Naila
Zaman Khan, Shahnaz Huda, Syeda
Rizwana Hasan, Asif Nazrul, Zakir
Hossain, Arup Rahee, Shaheen Akhter
and llira Dewan.

Meanwhile, the tribunal is set to
pass its next order on March 3 on The
New York Times, which was asked to
give its explanation by February 20,
for running an editorial criticising the
punishment of Bergman.

On February 11, the court asked
the newspaper to submit the explana-
tion through the Bangladesh mission
in New York, but there was no
response yet, sources said.

In its editorial titled “Muzzling
Speech in Bangladesh” published on
December 23 last year, the Times said
the tribunal should immediately
overturn Bergman's sentence and
conviction.

The same tribunal on December 2
sentenced Bergman, editor (special
reports) of the daily New Age, to
imprisonment until the end of the
court session and fined him Tk 5,000
for two articles he posted on his per-
sonal blog, which demeaned the court.

Over two weeks later, 50 people
issued the statement, observing that
the tribunal's order would restrict the
freedom of expression. One of them,
Khusi Kabir, later pulled out her name.

WHO calls for 'smart' syringes
to stem deadly diseases

AFEP, Geneva

The World Health Organization has
called on healthcare providers around
the globe to switch to syringes that can
only be used once in order to better
battle deadly diseases spread by needle
sharing.

In new guidelines released yester-
day the UN health agency "detailed
recommendations highlighting the
value of safety features for syringes,
including devices that protect health
workers against accidental... injury.”

Dangerous injection practices led to
the accidental infection worldwide of
1.7 million people with hepatitis B,
315,000 with hepatitis C and as many
as 33,800 with HIV in 2010, according
toa 2014 WHO-sponsored study.

The new "smart" syringes recom-
mended by the WHO include fea-
tures that prevent them from being
used a second time. Some have a
plunger that breaks if someone tries
to pull it back out following an injec-
tion.

Others have metal clips that prevent
the plunger from being pulled back
after it is used and another type has a
needle that retracts into the syringe
aftera shot.

"Adoption of safety-engineered
syringes is absolutely critical to pro-
tecting people worldwide from

becoming infected with HIV, hepatitis
and other diseases," said Gottfried
Hirnschall, head of WHO's HIV/AIDS
Department.

"This should be an urgent priority
for all countries,” he added.

However, these types of needles cost
at least twice the three to four US cents
the regular ones cost when ordered
through a UN agency.

Accidental infections are a global
phenomenon. A 2007 hepatitis C
outbreak in the American state of
Nevada was traced back to a doctor re-
using a syringe.

In Cambodia nearly 200 people
living near Battambang tested positive
in December 2014 for HIV and are
believed to have been infected by
dangerous injection practices.

Cutting down on the number of
injections would also help reduce
disease, WHO said. Of the 16 billion
injections each year only 10 percent are
for immunisations, injected birth
control and procedures like blood
transfusions.

The remaining 90 percent are used
to administer medicine and in many
cases the WHO says these injections
are unnecessary. It appears excess
injections are due to patients' beliefs
that injections are the best form of
treatment, but there also seems to be
an economic reason.,

Govt urges EC to hold
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in a
cabinet meeting yesterday approved a
file containing documents on the
demarcation of the DSCC.

The PM told the meeting that the
election to Chittagong City Corporation
will be held immediately after the DCC
polls, meeting sources said.

Talking to The Daily Star, EC
Secretary Sirazul Islam said the Election
Commission received the letter from
the ministry in the afternoon.

“Now we will prepare for the election.
After that, we will send a file to the elec-
tion commissioners for a final decision
on holding the election,” he said.

City residents are likely to have their
elected representatives after more than
three years as bureaucrats have been
running the corporations since 2011.

The previous Awami League-led
government split the DCC into two --
Dhaka south and Dhaka north, and
appointed two government officials as
the administrators of the corporations
for six months. The Dhaka South City
Corporation has 36 wards and the
DNCC has 56.

The last DCC election was held in
2002 when BNP leader Sadeque
Hossain Khoka was elected mayor.
Though Khoka's tenure ended in May
2007, he continued in office until the
corporation was split.

In the cabinet meeting yesterday, the
PM hinted that her party would back
Sayeed Khokon, son of late DCC mayor
Mohammad Hanif, for mayor of Dhaka
South City Corporation.

Food Minister Qumrul Islam drew
the PM's attention to forming party
committees at city, thana and word
levels in the capital. The PM said the
committees would be announced once
the DCC polls were over.

Also the Awami League president,
Hasina in a cabinet meeting last week
asked LGRD Minister Syed Ashraful
Islam to take necessary measures to
hold the DCC elections.

She told the meeting that her party
would back Annisul Hugq, former presi-
dent of Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and Industry,
as a mayor candidate of DNCC.

Ivorian former first
lady questions
charges over post-
poll unrest

AFP, Abidjan

Ivory Coast's former first lady Simone
Gbagbo yesterday questioned the
charges against her as she appeared in
court for the first time accused of
undermining state security.

"I don't know exactly what the con-
crete actions are that I am being accused
of," Gbagbo said, insisting also that her
husband Laurent Gbagbo was the legiti-
mate winner of a 2010 presidential
election that sparked five months of
violence that claimed some 3,000 lives.

Democracy not at cost
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titled An Uncertain Glory: India and Its
Contradictions, co-authored by
Belgium-born Indian economist Jean
Dreéze. The programme was arranged
on the occasion of the launching of
the book's Bangla translation titled
Bharat: Unnayan O Banchana.

Referring to Bangladesh's success in
women's economic and social devel-
opment, Sen said this is an indicator of
Bangladesh's better performance than
India's despite the latter's faster eco-
nomic growth.

Per capita GDP of India was 50
percent higher than Bangladesh in
1990, whereas it is 100 percent higher
now. Yet, social indicators in
Bangladesh such as gender equity,
women's empowerment, mortality
rate, life expectancy, vaccination etc.
are remarkably better here than in
India, said Sen who teaches economics
and philosophy at Harvard University.

“India can learn from Bangladesh
on its success in gender equity,” he
said.

"In 1990, life expectancy was three
years higher in India than Bangladesh.
Now itisjust reversed,” he said.

In his lecture, he argued that Indian
rulers have never been properly
accountable to the needs of the vast
majority. With economic growth, large
public interventions have taken place
in developed countries such as China
and Brazil, aiming to raise health,
education and other standards so that
social gains can be accelerated.

“India is an exception here and its
social problems serve to drag down its
economic growth prospect,” said Sen.

He said economy in the Indian
subcontinent had grown almost at
zero percent between 1776 and 1947,
The average economic growth rate was
only 0.01 percent during the years of
1900-1947. After independence,
growth rate increased to three percent
and remained there for many years
before it shot up to eight percent. Per
capita income in India however has
increased seven times since 1947,

He questioned why India could not
achieve progress in social indicators

despite its visible success in per capita
income.

He said many adults, especially
women, are undernourished in India.
Despite gains, extreme poverty is still a
reality there and death in childbirth is
all too common. Deaths caused by
social prejudice are also rife in the
country: as many as 6, 00,000 fetuses
are aborted each year because those are
female,

Sen said compared with its poorer
neighbours, Bangladesh and Nepal,
India's social record is unusually grim.

The economist said private sector
has played a big role in India's eco-
nomic development, but that cannot
ensure education and health services
to the poor.

“There is no country in the world
that has developed its education and
health system without the help of the
government,” said Sen.

The renowned scholar, who has
authored many books on social injus-
tice and its interrelation with econ-
omy, said Bangladesh has shown how
it is possible to educate and empower
wormen.

“It was not in Bangladesh before
1971, it is absolutely Bangladesh's
success, hesaid.

After his lecture, Prof Sen took ques-
tions from the audience and spent
around one hour to answer them.

Prof Rehman Sobhan, chairman of
CPD and long-time friend of Prof Sen,
chaired the programme also addressed
by Matiur Rahman, editor and pub-
lisher of Prothom Alo, and CPD
Executive Director Prof Mustafizur
Rahman.

Terming Sen a "true renaissance
mind", Prof Sobhan declined to say
anything after what he said was such a
"rich lecture”.

The book launching programme
began with eminent singer Rezwana
Chowdhury Bonya singing three
Tagore songs.

Ananda Publishers, India pub-
lished the Bangla translation of the
book while Prothoma Prokashoni,
Prothom Alo’s books wing, is the sole
distributor of the book in Bangladesh.
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since Sunday 6:00am in protest at
what they say is the killing of opposi-
tion leaders and activists in the name
of crossfire, and filing of false cases
against the alliance leaders, mostly
against BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami
leaders.

The shutdown comes on top of an
ongoing countrywide blockade that
has begun on January 6.

Meanwhile, civil society members
and the international community have
called for a dialogue to end the vio-
lence that has virtually crippled the
country's businesses and all other
sectors including education and
transport. But there has been no
progress to that end.

Top business chambers estimate
daily loss of businesses at Tk 2,277
crore a day in the ongoing blockade.

Since February 1, the alliance has
started to enforce hartals almost on all
weekdays except on Fridays and
Saturdays, creating huge troubles for
about 1.5 million examinees of
Secondary School Certificate (SSC)
and equivalent exams, forcing the
government to defer all exams to the
weekends.

Since the beginning of the block-
ade, 78 people have so far been killed,
mostly in arson attacks, and over 300
people injured.

Criminals hurled a crude bomb at
the house of Awami League senior
leader Suranjit Sengupta in the capi-
tal's Jigatola around 8:30pm. Suranjit
is not in the country now. A window
of the AL leader's house was broken
in the blast. A case was filed with
Hazaribagh Police Station in this
connection, police said.

In Chandpur, hartal supporters
hurled homemade bombs at a pick-up
van carrying medicines around
10:00pm. The driver and a sales rep-
resentative were injured in the inci-
dent.

In Bogra, alleged pickets set afire a
truck carrying trees at Gokul area
around 9:30pm.

Reuters
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"Maria was a superb journalist with a
long and varied career at Reuters," the
news agency said.

She joined the company in 2001 as
a foreign correspondent in a number
of places, including London,
Singapore, Moscow, Afghanistan and
Iraq. She had been bureau chief for
Afghanistan and Pakistan since 2013.

Well done
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Hawking posted on Facebook. "Well
done Eddie, I'm very proud of you.”

In his acceptance speech,
Redmayne dedicated the award to all
those, like Hawking, living with
Motor Neurone Disease.

“I am fully aware that I am a lucky,
lucky man,” he said.

“This Oscar belongs to all of those
people around the world battling ALS.
It belongs to one exceptional family. 1
will be its custodian and I will promise
you [ will look after him.”

The Theory of Everything follows a
young Hawking and his struggle with
the degenerative condition. It also
focuses heavily on his relationship
with ex-wife Jane Wilde, played by
Felicity Jones.

Hawking had previously said that
Redmayne's portrayal of him was so
realistic that he mistook the actor for
himself.

"l thought Eddie Redmayne por-
trayed me very well,” the physicist,
who admitted he shed a tear when he
first saw the film, said.

"At times [ thought he was me. |
think Eddie's commitment will have
a big emotional impact.”

Redmayne beat competition from
The Imitation Game's Benedict
Cumberbatch, American Sniper's
Bradley Cooper and Foxcatcher's
Steve Carell to win the prize.

Bangladeshi shot
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border with the Meghalaya state of
India.

Harish was shot after he entered the
betel nut orchard of Khasi people on
the other side of the border around
7:30pm, said Lt Col Gulam Mohi
Uddin, commanding officer of BGB-8
In Sunamganj.

Selim Newaj, officer-in-charge of
Doarabazar Police Station, said his
body was sent to Sunamganj Sadar
Hospital for an autopsy.

Explosion at oil
company kills two
in southern India

AFP, New Delhi

An explosion at lubricants maker
Gulf Oil Corp's unit in southern
India killed two people and injured
at least 13 others late yesterday,
police said.

Police said the explosion at Gulf
Oil, which sells lubricants and indus-
trial explosives in India and overseas,
took place after detonators were
being disposed of at its office located
in the southern Indian city of
Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh state.

UK police brief
students at school
of Syria-bound girls

AFP, London

British police have briefed students
at an east London school attended
by three girls believed to be travel-
ling to Syria, their headmaster said
yesterday.

Mark Keary said the police were part
of a "support team" including experts
in de-radicalisation from the British
government's Prevent programme
called in following the girls' disappear-
ance last week.

Keary told reporters in a briefing at
the Bethnal Green Academy that the
police had indicated there was "no
evidence that radicalisation of the
missing students took place at the
academy”.

"It is clear that this is an interna-
tional issue which is increasing in
severity and it's affecting schools
across the country and beyond," Keary
said.

Kadiza Sultana, 16, and 15-year-
olds Shamima Begum and Amira
Abase left their homes last week and
flew to Istanbul, raising concerns they
would travel on to Syria to join Islamic
State jihadists.

Around 500 British nationals are
believed to have travelled to Iraq and
Syria to join the IS group.

Sultana and Begum are British
nationals, while Abase is a German
citizen.

The three were all friends with
another student at the school who left
for Syria in December, one of some
550 Western women believed to have
gone to Syria.

"Qur priority is to provide a busi-
ness as usual approach for our 1,200
students and staff," Keary said.

Police have made an unprecedented
appeal for the girls to come home
along with their families and the case
has sparked a heated debate over
whether officers could have acted
sooner and whether warning signs
were missed.

Keary said the school had "an out-
standing system of pastoral care" and
restricted access for students to
Facebook and Twitter on its comput-
ers.

Someone using a Twitter account in
Begum's name last Sunday seems to
have contacted Agsa Mahmood, a
woman from Glasgow, Scotland who
reportedly travelled to Syria last year to
marry an IS group fighter.

"A core aspect of our ethos is to
promote the British values of democ-
racy, tolerance and respect, particularly
respect for other cultures, " Keary said.

Britain has prosecuted people for
preparingto join IS and the authorities
have seized passports from would-be
jihadists under powers that have been
reinforced by a new security law passed
this month.

Shafiul's
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bother me, [ am only concerned about
my performances. [ will bowl to my
strengths and hope for the best, maybe
[ can perform like I did in 2011. I am
not aiming for anything as long as 1
perform, [ will be happy."

BNP's war heroes
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those killed by law enforcers as “na-
tional heroes” and compensate and
rehabilitate their children and other
family members.

One wonders if the BNP is really
ignorant of the meanings of freedom
fighters and national heroes or if it is
trying to fool someone. But if the party
is indeed in search of some heroes of
our time, it may think of the truckers
who have died while carrying food for
people across the country, including

the BNP top brass in Dhaka, defying
the violent blockade.

We want to make it clear that those
who lost their lives at the hands of law
enforcers over the past few weeks were
our fellowmen as well. We don't sug-
gest their lives were any less valuable to
themselves and their families. On the
contrary, we protest their killings and
demand justice.

But what feels like a kick in the teeth
is BNP's silence over the deaths of about
80 innocent men, women and children
in arson and bomb attacks carried out
allegedly by the opposition men. Does
the BNP deem these lives so less valu-
able that they don't even deserve to be
mentioned and grieved for? Haven't
they, too, left behind their wives and
kids and parents who are in need of
compensation and rehabilitation?

How can a party be so biased, insen-
sitive and remorseless and yet seeks
power to govern us? We deserve better
from our political parties (that
includes the Awami League).

BNP's allegation in the statement
that law enforcers have been cooking
up crossfire stories to cover up killings
has grounds, like it had in the past.
And it's fine that the party would try
those responsible for killing its leaders
and activists. But who is going to try
those who killed the innocent people?
Khaleda Zia and her party have all
along denied any involvement in these
killings. So for what mysterious reason
wouldn't the BNP hold trial of these
murders? Is it because its own hands
are red from the blood of the inno-
cents?

There is another thing. Are we to
interpret from the statement that the
BNP is calling on the party men,
believed by many to be behind attacks
on innocent people since early
January, to continue what they are
doing? Does this mean we are to see
more bloodshed in the coming days?

Such a call couldn't have come at a
more desperate time when blockade
and shutdowns have cost so many
lives, caused the economy to bleed bad
and sent panic down the spines of
about 15 lakh young kids taking the
SSC exams. But why this call after so
much bragging about overwhelming
success of the blockade and hartals? Is
it because the party leadership is seeing
that its programmes are losing public
support? Or is it dawning on its top
leaders that the blockade and hartals
are losing their meanings?

The BNP should know when mean-
ing is lost, only words remain.

Verdict in another
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Rahim, chairman of the three-member
tribunal, yesterday morning.

Prosecutor Zahid Imam hoped the
tribunal would hand Jabbar capital
punishment as the prosecution has
“proved” all five charges against the
fugitive accused.

On the other side, state-appointed
defence counsel Mohammad Abul
Hasan expected that the tribunal
would exonerate his client from the
charges.

The charges include killing 36 peo-
ple, forcefully converting 200 Hindus
and looting and torching 500 houses
in several villages in Pirojpur.

As many as 24 witnesses have testi-
fied against the war crimes accused,
but none was brought in to defend
him,

Born on November 30, 1932 at
Khetachira village of Pirojpur, Jabbar
obtained BSc engineering degree and
joined the politics of Muslim League.
Later, he became an influential leader
ofthe party.

He was elected an MPA iIn 1964,

He formed a Peace Committee in
Mathbaria and became its chairman to
collaborate with the Pakistani occupa-
tion army after the Liberation War had
started, said the prosecution.

Under his patronisation, Razakar
force was formed in Mathbaria and as
per his directive, plans and conspiracy,
the Pakistani army, Razakar force and
members of the Peace Committee
committed wvarious crimes against
humanity in the locality.

Accused in a case under the
Collaborators Act, he went into hiding
after the war and remained a fugitive

till the political changeover of August

15, 1975. Jabbar later became active in
politics and was elected a lawmaker
from Mathbaria in 1986 and 1988
with Jatiya Party tickets.

Family members of the martyrs of
1971, freedom fighters and residents of
Mathbaria protested when he was
given a grand alliance ticket for the
2008 general elections.

Jabbar has been on the run since
2009, according to the war crimes
investigation agency.

The prosecution had submitted
formal charges on May 11 last year and
the tribunal took the charges into
cognisance the following day.

The tribunal on August 14 indicted
Jabbar on the five charges and the trial
began on September 7. After hearing
arguments, the tribunal kept the case
waiting for verdict on December 3.
CHARGES
Upon Jabbar's instructions, rajakars
killed two freedom fighters -- Abdur
Razzak Biswas and Motaleb Sharif -- on
May 16, 1971 at Phuljhuri village and
torched over 100 houses.

On May 17, he ordered his accom-
plices to shoot Sarda Kanta Paik to
death and set 360 houses on fire at the
same village.

The accused was charged with his
involvement in the killing of 11 people
and looting and torching 60 houses at
Nolivillage in Pirojpur.

According to the indictment order,
Jabbar along with his accomplices
forcefully converted 200 Hindus of
Tushkhali in the last week of May.

On October 6, Jabbar and his
cohorts detained 37 people of
Angulkata and Mathbaria villages. Of
them, 22 were later killed and others
injured, read the indictment order.



