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Master 5ri Lanka batsman HMMMMMNHHM a match-winning hundred
anlhnl uﬁnﬂﬁﬂnﬂma at the University Owal in Dunedin yesterday.
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Immaculate Mahela

wiis his st sooring shot as two balls

AFP; Dumalie

Sri Lankan maeitro Mahela
lawandens said it pook all hiz
pereers of concentration b produsce
his maich-srdng Wordd Cup cens
tury against  Afghanigtan in
Drinedin on Sunday

He was too focussed 1o even
ackiowledge his 1%h - ODI - hikn-
dlreed, and fesuith ina Wiorkd Cag, bt
il alftervwards he mnked i with his
best Cup effarns.

[.ag,lnw:m.iune': mission  stared
with 5ri Lanka an the ropes at 16-3
chasing Alghanistan's modest 233,
rum target 16 their Pool & gafe at
Hinnersity Onal,

Al S1d the situation was even marne

direwith the formerwordd champions

baoking average agaiint an asiociawe
gde that has  oaly been  ploang
enermaational cricket for sixyeans,

“Iwas telling mysell 1o make sure
I commit toy each and évery shot,”
Iayiwanl-em:. 37, waid.

"I was waiting ‘for every loose
ball; every shat, every lene T did
there sis 1 ot of commitmend.

I had formake sure my focus was
there because we had to keep the
scoreboand ticking, That was the
only way we could create a bin of
pressune an them "

Ball by ball, in parineship with
caplain Angele Mathews (44,
lavawardene tumed the game
around, showing no emotion when
b towinke & single off Shapoor Zadran

o ks cenniny.

1 just wanited to Anigh the game
off, fot get myself citled, and leep
the fsous going, simple as that,®
layawardene explained alhis lack of
celebratioan.

Bart b acdmitted he “enjoyed thai
haundred as if it owas the Wodd Cup
final hundred, a wugh siwation”
recalling his unbesten 10% in the
2011 Cup final when 56 Lanka caime
up shortagrinst India,

“wdemially, L had to be sery stroog
cail there tocay, w0 'm very pleased
with the effon. The (Tadk of | celebia.
tion is becanse [ wanted 1o finish the

game afl o1 was disappoinied ax
the end *
Jayawardene's single off Eadran

later hiz attempt to Tlick
Afghanistan's chief wicket taker
Hamid Hassan over the boundarny
fell ime the hands of  Mawooe
belaryzal an thied man,

It was 5ri Lanka’s first win in
the toumament after they suls
fered a heavy defeat 1o Mew
Zealand in their first game, and
Tayawardene said Afghanistan
were the rght opponents to get
them going again.

“Forws 1o play awuegh mach like
that was probablby a pood thing in
thiz Iourmament. There are anexs
which we need o improve and
hapefully we can improve those
gobng forwand
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[Lankans survive
Afghan scare

Mahela Frnawardene's century rescied S
Lanka from a batting meledown as they bea
Afghanistan by foar wickets in their 'World
Cup meabch in Danedinon Sunday.

Set A meodest tanget of 233 o winthe Pool
A game, 19906 champions 560 Lanka were
stunned when openers Lahin Thifimanne
and Tillakaratne Dilshan: both fell for
prdclen dichs,

They were i further strife ar 51 for four
before: Jayawardens [100] and  shipper
Angelo Mathews [44) recified the innings
with a 126-mn panneship befome 56 Lanka
word with 10 balls 1o spare @ Ulniversiey
Chal.

Fmywardene's crucial nings was his 19th
QD1 century and orie of his
magt wiluable ax Sri Lanka,
lewiang fimalises at the last two
Woarkd Cupa, were in trotilale
before he 35t about taming
the borwding.

This wias 5 Lanka's first
i i By g this loaerma.
ment, following 2 98-run
defeat by New Fealand, but
the plavdit went 1w Workd
Cup debutnt Afghamigan,
whe anby ket themselves dosen with @ show
runsbe i the second halfof theirinning

Send i e bat incspricy, overcast conditions
they reached 162 for four before the last 15
e s six wickets ] deptn Ak ﬂ'm:r T
dmissed for 232 with o balls remaining,

It beft Sri Lanka with & modese chase b
an experienced side made life difficult for
theraselves as, for -|'E|r.||.3,- the second tme in
ane-cay intemational history, both openers
fell first hall.

Dawlat  Zadran had Thirimanne  leg
before wicket with the firt ball of the
innings and Dhlshan was caught behind of
the first ball he faced from Shapoor Zadran
i the second cwver.

The slumgp did not end there as Hamid
Hassan continued the demalition of the S
Lankan top order

He bowled Kumar Sangakkara for seven
and Dimuth  Kardnarame  was caughi
behind for 33 a8 Soi Lanka reeled ar 51 for
Four against an Afghanistan side beaten in
theit wwrnament apener by Bangladesh,

After leaving the feld 1o address
proflems with his: boos, the fambsnam
Hassan came back 1o emad Jsvwsrdene's

World's Most

atand and Aniched with Agurés of three for
45

Sn Lanka were 176 For six, requiring 54
rung in under fine owvers, when Thigara
Perera eated their merves with a decisave and
quickfire unbeaten 47

Alghanistan may be regarded as mank
outskders but - Dawlat - Fsdran, F.hap-:'mr
Zadran and Hassan taught 56 Lanka a lesson
b v aiilise the conditions,

With cloudy shies following overnight
rait, and with the groamd reocsened for
early swing Mathews did mot think twace
about felding whven be wion the g,

Howewver, - Lagith Malinga and  Suranga
Lakmal  were too  loose to threaten
Alghanistan  openers Javed  Almadi and
Marsrroe Mangal, whe sventually engineened

Holcim_

Preferred Cement Erand fn:nrn

their own  dismisals - playing  ashly at
innoctous deliveries

Their removal united Asghar Stanikeai
[54] and Samiullah Shemwan (38) in the
middle 1o prodoce 2 well-crafied  88-min
parinership for the fourth wicket,
Afghaniitan's best stand againat a tape-eight
aide

Mlirwais Ashral chimeed in with 28 a5 for
thee first time in ther sixyean 4 7game QD1
higeary, Alghanistan's wp eight bagsmen all
reached double figures.

Captain Angelo Mathews admitted his
side mamt raise their game iFthey ane to win a
aecrwid Workd Cup.

“We really need o riee our standacds ta
compete  againat the iop teams,”  said
Mathews, whose side next Bee Bangladesh
an Tharscay, with forther Poal A fixtures o
come  againgt Austoalia, England and
Scatland.

"I am feeling relieved an the moment bat 1
thought we came back sell. I was a see-gam
kind of game, They started off well and then
we pailled it back in the end. 1 knew L had o
gy ol there with Mabela 1o get some kind

af stand going,
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Shenwari rues lack
of experience
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HEAD TO HEAD IN WORLD CUPS

Afghaniztan believe a lack of experience cast them the chance
ol a major World Cup upset Sunday when Sri Lanka escaped
with a fourawicket win in their Pool A cladh,

A centuny by Mahela Jayawardene, who featured in a 126
run stand with Angelo. Mathews, rescued 5o Lanka from a
disastroas stant when theywere 51-4 chaging 233 1o win.

When the S Lankan wop order collapsed Afghanistan feli
they were in with a chanée bat they eventually bast by oo
wickets with 10 balls remaining

"It was very disappointing becavise we took bour early
wickets and Mahela, very experienced plaver. and Mathews,
aluoy very experienced, ok the match from ug,” Afghanizian
batsrman Saimiullah Shenwari said.

Shenwan featured inan BE-run partnership with Asghas
Stanibeai for the third wicket in an innings he believed vwas 30.
40 runs shor and exposed AMphanisian's mwness at the top

Former Australian Test ericketer Glenn McCrath

says he deeply regrets being involved in a showot-
i safari. after photos of him posing with a dead
elephang and buffalo emerged on social media,

I a staterment, MeGrath said he panicipated
in @ humting safari in Zmbabawe in 2008 "that
was licensed and legal bart in hindsight highly
ApErOpriane”.

IN ALL ODI5

Last meseting: Ssh Nayy 2014 2t Mannofiedd Park, Aberdeen. England wan by 39 rens{DL mesthed]

p AP 2 ey g internatiomnal level. r T
mlmﬁ:ﬁmﬁfﬁbtﬁd It was the first time in their short 47-match OD1 history that KEY PLAVERS

heCrath lost his At wife, Jane to breast the top eight batsmen posted doable fgures in one match bt EICHIE BERRINGTON A0E BOOT
e b 2008 anly Standkeai {54} reached & half cenuny with Shenwan's 38 2696 Bat frasrage 1930

The photographs, in which a smiling MoGrath theanby ather seose above 30. 36 s &
i seen with a rifle in his hands posing in front of "W need some more matches with Asian beams o get rmore B3 Rens 651
the deact animals, had reponedly been posted an expeerience. We need some time from the 100 to give us mione T 5 113
thie website of Chipitani Safard Company. matches againa Tist natbons so mayhe we et more used to i, 7553 % iriks Flae 033

The irmages sparked outrage on Twitter on Ehvervirar said. 7 55 d
Saturday after they were reposied on Faebook by “Terclay weas 4 good game bt in the middle me and Asghar | 1004 k|
an: animal activist group, played an B partnesship but we didn’t make the 30-40 muns 50 Last Inig L

rissing in this magch.
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An unidentified (1) Indian fan takes a selfia at the MCG, which was
packed full of Indians. Meanwhile some Afghans walch their feam bat
against Sri Lanka.
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