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WAR CRIMES TRIAL

Appeal hearing
in SC stumbles

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

Disposal of the appeals filed by seven convicted war crimi-
nals against their death sentences is taking time as the
Supreme Court has many other urgent and important cases
to deal with, said court sources and lawyers concerned.

The Appellate Division of the SC is yet to start hearing
any of the seven appeals. It has disposed of separate appeals
filed by three war crimes convicts in around two years.

Of the pending appeals, the top court is now set to deal
with the appeal of Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary General Ali
Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed, as it is first in the serial, the
sources said.

Six other convicts, whose appeals await SC hearing, are
BNP leader Salauddin Quader Chowdhury, Jamaat chief
Motiur Rahman Nizami and its leaders Mir Quasem Al and
ATM Azharul Islam, expelled Awami League leader of
Brahmanbaria Mobarak Hossain, and former state minister
of HM Ershad's government Syed Mohammad Qaisar.

None of the state and defence counsels could specifically
say when the SC would start hearing the appeal of
Mojaheed, and how much time would be needed for the
hearing and disposal of all the pending appeals.

Talking to The Daily Star, Attorney General Mahbubey
Alam just said he hoped the Appellate Division would start
hearing Mojaheed's appeal next month.

He said he would place arguments before the SC for
upholding the ICT-2 verdict that sentenced Mojaheed to
death for his wartime offences.

“1 don't know how much time the Supreme Court will need
to dispose of the appeals filed by the war crimes convicts.”

The top law officer of the state said the main legal point
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DEATH SENTENCE

Kamaruzzaman
to seek review

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Death row convict Muhammad Kamaruzzaman yesterday
asked his counsels to file a petition with the Supreme Court
seeking a review of its verdict that upheld death penalty for
him for committing crimes against humanity during the
Liberation War.

If the appeal is rejected by the apex court, the convict
would then decide on seeking presidential mercy, Shishir
Manir, a counsel for Kamaruzzaman, told The Daily Star.

He along with four other lawyers -- Tajul Islam, Ehsan A
Siddiq, Moshiul Alam and Matiur Rahman Akand -- met the
Jamaat assistant secretary general at the gate of Dhaka
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HIT BY NONSTOP BLOCKADE

Transport workers in
depths of despair

MAMUN-UR-RASHID, Bogra

The countrywide indefinite blockade and
repeated hartals have put a severe financial
hardship on around half a lakh transport
workers and their families in the district.
Most of the workers have been sitting idle
for nearly two months as they cannot oper-
ate their vehicles on roads for fear of arson.
Police and transport workers said at
least three transport workers were killed
and 19 were injured in arson and bomb
attacks on vehicles, allegedly by blockad-

ers, in last 40 days.

Livelihood of workers has been hit hard
since the BNP-led 20-party alliance
enforced the blockade on January 6
demanding midterm polls under a non-
partisan administration.

Transport worker Srinath Kumar, 40, of
Chelopara in the town is the only breadwin-
ner for his four-member family. With his
source of income practically dried up, he is
now borrowing money from a local NGO to
buy food and medicine.
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Thousands throng
the street in front
of the Amar
Ekushey Boi Mela
yesterday taking
the opportunity of
the Ekushey
February holiday.
Many of those
who went to the
fair had either
come from the
Central Shaheed
Minar or were
planning to go
there afterwards.
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Police unearth
'plot to attack
oil depots'

3 Shibir men arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg BBC ONLINE

India struggles with
swine flu outbreak

700 killed since mid-December

in pigs, it is now a human disease spread by coughing

Three Islami Chhatra Shibir leaders were
arrested early yesterday by police on
charges of planning to attack depots of
three state-run oil companies in
Chittagong.

The arrested are Enamul Kabir,
human resources development affairs
secretary of Dhaka city Shibir, Md
Mostafa, 28, library affairs secretary of
Chittagong north Shibir, and Mushfique
Abrar, 20, Baitul Mal secretary (treasurer)
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Indian health officials are struggling to contain a
swine flu outbreak that has killed more than 700
peoplesince it took hold in mid-December.

The number of cases has doubled since last week
to more than 11,000.

Critics have accused the government of failing to
distribute medicines, but officials insisted the situa-
tion was under control.

This year's outbreak of the HIN1 virus, which
causes swine flu, is the deadliest in India since 2010.

Swine flu is a respiratory disease caused by a strain of
the influenza type A virus known as H1N1. Originated

and sneezing. Symptoms are similar to those produced
by standard, seasonal flu - fever, cough, sore throat, body
aches and chills. Pregnant women, children under five,
the over-65s and those with serious medical conditions
are especially vulnerable to the virus.

The virus first appeared in Mexico in 2009 and
rapidly spread around the world.

The northern state of Rajasthan has been worst
affected.

Health authorities across India have launched TV
and radio campaigns to tell people about precau-
tions they can take to avoid the flu.
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Russian chocolates
taunt the West

BBC ONLINE

Russian confectioners Confael are launching a new
range of chocolates ahead of the popular Women's
Day celebrations, with a distinctly political flavour.

The selection boxes are adorned with famous
Soviet-era propaganda posters, amended by satiri-
cal couplets mocking Western sanctions against
Russia over its armed intervention in Ukraine.

"For Western currency we have no need/A golden
rouble - at full speed!”, reads one. Another, showing
a World War Il female factory worker warning
against gossip, says "Don't mouth off, gentlefolk
dear/That Obama's bound to hear!"

Bumaga news portal notes that the prices have
been slashed "to match the crisis”,

One box features a photograph of President
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Dr. Md. Z. H. Basunia

Bangladesh Medical & Dental Council

@he Baily Star

%

Integral Energy Limited
ONLINE POLL

Do you think it was justified
for the State Minister Shahriar

Alam to say EU delegation did
not express concern over the
human rights situation in
Bangladesh?

®VYesm (9%)
W No = (91%)
TOTAL VOTES: 268
TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think the Teesta
water-sharing issue would be
resolved soon as assured by

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

KONKA

SMIART LED TV
) 0I75566l1188

PRAYER TIMING

FEBRUARY 22
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN  5-20 12-45 4-30 603 7-30
JAMAAT 5-55 1-15 4-45 6-07 8-00

a1l FoUT -
FOUNDATION

(£ Electro Mart Limited

Registrar

Epitor: MAHFUZ ANAM -Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,
Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GP0O Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net,reporting@thedailystar.net



