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Poultry sector eyes
double digit growth

Entrepreneurs call for political stability, policy support
as three-day fair begins in Dhaka

A partial view of the ninth International Poultry Show and Seminar 2015 that began at Bangabandhu

International Conference Centre in Dhaka yesterday.

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Bangladesh's poultry industry is
expected to grow by an average of 16
percent a year for the next five years,
banking on higher investment and
increased consumption of protein,
poultry entrepreneurs said.

Total investment in the poultry

sector is likely to double to Tk
50,000 crore by 2020, which will

take the sector's total employment,
including direct and indirect, to one
crore from 70 lakh at present, they
added.

“We have a good prospect for
growth as the country's per capita
protein consumption is still much
lower than acceptable limits,” said
Shamsul Arefin Khaled, director of
Nourish Poultry and Hatchery.

The annual per capita chicken

consumption in Bangladesh is only
3.74 kilograms (kg), which is
expected to reach 8.42 kg by 2020, he
said. The recommended annual
intake per capitais 18-20 kg globally.

Khaled was speaking at the inau-
guration of the 9th International
Poultry Show and Seminar 2015,
organised by World's Poultry
Science Association-Bangladesh
Branch (WPSA-BB) at Bangabandhu
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International Conference Centre in
Dhaka.

The poultry sector grew by 14.3
percent in the decade leading to 2010,
but the growth rate fell to less than 3
percent in 2011-14. Outbreak of bird
flu impacted the industry in the first
two years, and political unrest hit the
sector in 2013, said Moshiur
Rahman, president of WPSA-BB.
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GSMA stresses transparent
spectrum auction

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The GSMA, the global association of
mobile operators, has urged Bangladesh to
seek public consultation before the
upcoming spectrum auction to make the
process of spectrum allocation transparent
and consistent with international best
practices.

The lobby group in a letter sent to the
post and telecommunications ministry on
Wednesday welcomed the government's
plan to release additional spectrum to
address the increasing use of data services.

"To date, we note that the draft guide-
lines have not been subject to a proper
public consultation process and would
urge the ministry to do so immediately,”
John Giusti, head of policy at the GSMA,
said in the letter.

"Such a process would allow all inter-
ested parties to study the guidelines in
detail and provide valuable feedback to
help ensure that the spectrum auction,

when conducted, will be a successful one
for the government of Bangladesh."

It came after Grameenphone, the coun-
try's leading mobile phone operator with
43 percent market share, raised its concern
over the spectrum auction process as it may
not be allowed to take part in the upcom-
ing auction of 1,800 megahertz spectrum
band.

Operators who provide voice services
and have spectrum less than 20 MHz in the
GSM bands—900 MHz and 1,800
MHz—are eligible to participate in the
auction due in April this year, according to
the guideline.

If the entire sellable spectrum of 10.6
MHz remains unsold in the first round of
auction, GP will be able to take part in the
second round, accordingto the guideline.

GP is the only operator that has more
than 20 MHz spectrum in those bands. The
operator referred the condition discrimi-
natory.

READ MORE ON B3

New move to fast-track
development spending

Ministry to create pool of project directors

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The planning ministry will create a pool of
efficient officials to appoint them as pro-
ject directors (PDs) to speed up develop-
ment spending.

The officials will be selected from the
related ministries and tasked with new
assignments, Planning Minister AHM
Mustafa Kamal said on the concluding day
of a series of meetings with the PDs at his
ministry yesterday.

The line ministry will select directors
for its projects from the pool but will not
be allowed to transfer any PD at will
without the consent of the planning
ministry, he said.

All the PDs will be provided with regu-
lar training, and the best performers will
be assigned to big projects, he said.

Kamal held meetings with 700 project
directors out of 1,287 on Sunday and with

the rest of them yesterday to speed up
implementation of the annual develop-
ment programme.

Separately for foreign-aided projects, a
special officer will be designated for every
ministry to the related wing of the plan-
ning ministry to quicken implementation,
Kamal said.

These officials have to follow rules for
disbursement of foreign aid to get
approval of the donor agency at every step,
he said.

“Officials often fail to complete paper-
work in the shortest possible time, which
delays the implementation of foreign-
aided projects,” he said.

“Donors give complicated forms which
our officials on many occasions cannot
grasp properly. The designated officers will
now be trained to handle paperwork.”

Every year, the implementation of the
ADP remains far from complete, Kamal said.

Stocks fall on passive
investor mood

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Stocks declined yesterday as investors
took a cautious approach to trading after
heavy sales the day before, exercising
caution in the face of a drawn-out politi-
cal impasse.

DSEX, the benchmark general index of
the Dhaka Stock Exchange, fell 14.04
points or 0.29 percent, to close at
4,788.23.

DSES, the shariah index of DSE, went
down 5.41 points or 0.48 percent, to
finishat1,128.29,

It was another sluggish day for the
equity market as investors remained
passive, said IDLC Investments.

The market faced a downtrend as
political unrest continued to grip move-
ment in stocks, commented LankaBangla
Securities.

Turnover, the most important indica-
tor of the market, advanced 2.9 percent to
Tk 266 crore, compared to the previous
day.

Of the 307 issues that traded on the
bourse, 109 advanced, 153 declined and

45 remained unchanged.
A total of 0.71 lakh deals were exe-
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cuted with 6.51 crore shares and mutual
fund units changing hands on the Dhaka
bourse.

Among the major sectors, telecom was
the worst hit with a 3.15 percent loss in
market cap.

Pharma gained 0.99 percent, followed
by non-bank financial institutions at 1.4
percent and foods at 0.10 percent.

Grameenphone featured in the most-
traded stocks' chart with 3.51 lakh shares
worth Tk 11.83 crore changing hands
followed by United Commercial Bank,
Lafarge Surma Cement, Shahjibazar
Power Company, Square Pharma and
IDLC Finance.

ICB AMCL NRB First Mutual Fund was
the highest gainer of the day with an 8.91
percent rise, while Exim Bank First
Mutual Fund was the worst loser, shed-
ding 8.69 percent.

Real estate linkage
industries hit by
political unrest

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

It is not only the realtors who have been hit hard by the ongoing
political crisis, the linkage industries such as bricks, cement, paint,
stone and steel are also incurring huge losses.

Industry insiders said continued blockade and strikes since
January 6 have reduced their production and sales substan-
tially, and ultimately forced many of the owners to suspend
production and cut jobs.

“More than half of our 400 mills have suspended production
due to the ongoing political crisis. Those who are running facto-
ries cannot sell their products,” said Abu Bakar Siddique, general
secretary of Bangladesh Re-Rolling Mills Association. He spoke
at a press briefing organised by Real Estate and Housing
Association of Bangladesh (REHAB) at Sundarban Hotel in
Dhaka yesterday.

REHAB said their 1,200 members have lost Tk 1,656 crore
in 46 days of blockade and shutdowns. This time the housing
association brought the leaders of its linkage industries to the
press briefing to show how its supply industries were affected.

Abdur Rahman, vice president of Bangladesh Paint
Manufacturers Association, said the industry has lost Tk 166
crore in sales per month during the last two months, The
industry gives the national exchequer Tk 40 crore as revenue a
month, which has gone down significantly due to the current
political crisis.

READ MORE ON B3

Cricket world cup boosts TV sales in Ctg

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chittagong

Sales of television have increased in the port city
in the last two weeks thanks to the World Cup

Cricket 2015.

Most electronics retailers in Chittagong are
now offering promotional deals on televisions.

Tabassum Ferdous of Katalganj, bought an
LED (light emitting diode) television on Tuesday

to replace her old set.

“1 have long been saving up for buying an LED
TV. The discount given for the World Cup has

made it possible for me to finally getit.”

Electronics companies are happy to see busi-

ness improving, especially after a prolonged
slump in sales caused by blockades and hartals

since January 6.

Electronics.

he said.

Chowdhury added.

Sales increased 60-70 percent after the World
Cup promotional offers on televisions were
announced, said Mohsin Uddin Chowdhury,
zonal sales manager for Chittagong at Transcom

Depending on the model, Transcom is offer-
ing discounts between Tk 3,500 and Tk 70,000,

“We also offer to give internet modems and
pen drives for free with particular models,"

Sony Rangs, another electronics brand, also
eyes a growth in television sales, said Santosh
Kumar Das, the company's sales in-charge for
Chittagong.

“The 10-15 percent discount on TV sets has
helped boost sales at all our seven showrooms in
Chittagong, which were severely affected by the
blockades and hartals since last month.”

“Singer is offering customers a chance to win
air tickets to Australia, along with cash dis-
counts of Tk 9,000 to Tk 30,000 with the pur-
chase of different models,” said Syed Nizam
Uddin, manager of the Singer Plus shop in
Moulvi Pukur Par area.

CSE looking
for strategic
investors

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The Chittagong Stock
Exchange is looking
for prospective strate-
gic investors who can
be the bourse's part-
ners in the post-
demutualisation era.

“Discussions with
several local and
foreign institutions
are going on and the
bourse will take strate-
gic partners very
soon,” said Wali-ul-
Maroof Matin, manag-
ing director of the
port city bourse.

Incorporating stra-
tegic investors is man-
datory in line with the
demutualisation of the
bourse. The CSE was
demutualised last year,

As per the
demutualisation
scheme, 60 percent
shares of the bourse
have been kept in a
block account for
strategic and institu-
tional investors and
the general public. The
rest were allotted to
existing shareholders.

The CSE focused on
strengthening internal
matters during the first
year of demutu-
alisation, Matin said at
a press meet in Dhaka
yesterday.

The CSE has some
partnership
programmes with
Thai and Korean stock
exchanges that will
take the port city
bourse to a new
height, he said.
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