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Indian sugar mills make
distress sales to pay farmers

the other hand demand is weak for sugar.”

Each year the federal government and
states fix the price at which mills can buy
cane from farmers. The cane price has
climbed 65 percent in five years, while
sugar prices have fallen 8 percent.

Some co-operative mills from the west-
ern state of Maharashtra, the biggest pro-
ducer, sold sugar at 2,460 rupees ($40) per
100 kg this week, the lowest level since
August 2010.

"Cost of production is higher than current
sugar prices. Mills are not able to pay the
stipulated cane price," said Sanjeev Babar,
managing director of Maharashtra State Co-
operative Sugar Factories Federation.

"Exports can help reduce the stockpile
and raise prices, but the government is
delaying a subsidy announcement."

Subsidies of 3,300 rupees a tonne
helped exports of raw sugar last year and
government sources said last month India
was considering a rise in the subsidy to
4,000 rupees this year. But Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's cabinet has yet to
approve the proposal, potentially halving
this year's raw exports from a year ago.

REUTERS, Mumbai

India’s cash-strapped sugar mills, waiting
on the government to approve export
subsidies, are being forced to dump sup-
plies in the domestic market to raise cash
to pay cane farmers, pulling down local
pricesto 4-1/2 year lows.

The aggressive selling comes as produc-
tion exceeds demand for a fifth straight
year and is set to deepen losses for produc-
ers like Bajaj Hindusthan, Shree Renuka
Sugars Ltd and Balrampur Chini Mills,

Without any government incentive,
Indian sugar is uncompetitive in world
markets well supplied by low-cost produc-
ers Brazil and Thailand.

India, the world’s second-biggest sugar
producer, exported more than 1 million
tonnes of raw sugar in 2014 but has
shipped out little in the current season that
began on Oct. 1.

"Mills don't have a choice," said Ashok
Jain, president of the Bombay Sugar
Merchants Association (BSMA). "On the
one hand the sugar commissioner is asking
them to pay farmers cane dues quickly, on

REUTERS/FILE
A vendor arranges a price tag over a sack filled with sugar at a market in India.

Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre
Digitalization of BPATC Project
Savar, Dhaka-1343
Fax: (02) 7745029

Tender Notice No: 05.01.2672.244.07.010.14-108 Dated: 11/02/2015

Request for Expression of Interest (EOI)

Ministry/Division Ministry of Public Administration

Agency Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre
Name of Procuring Entity Project Director, Digitalization of BPATC Project
Procuring Entity District Dhaka

Expression of Interest for Selection of | Library Automation Firm

EOI Ref. No. 05.01.2672.244.07.010.14-108

Date (dd/mm/yyyy) 11/02/2015

KEY INFORMATION

8. | Procurement Method
FUNDING INFORMATION

9, | Budget and Source of funds

PERTICULAR INFORMATION
10.| Project Code

11. | Project Name
12.| Pre-bid meeting

N [N [0 | | R L

Least Cost System (LCS)

Annual Development Budget, (GoB)

5010
Digitalization of BPATC Project.

Date: 23/02/2015, Time: 2:30 pm
Rector Conference Room,
Faculty Building-1 (1st Floor), BPATC.

Date: 01/03/2015 & Time: 2.30 pm

13.| EOI Closing Date and Time
INFORMATION FOR APPLICANT

14.| Brief A. Entry of around 48000 books with bibliographic information in the ILS
Description | according to MARC21 format B. Scanning of books, journals/paper clips with
of the searchable PDF for English text. Moreover, if necessary, while scanning,
Assignment | binding of books/journals may be removed. But in such cases, these should be

bound again by the tenderer. C. Substituted by ‘Installation, customization
and integration of web based open sources software (Koha/DSpace/Green
stone/equivalent). D. Installation, Customization and integration of web based
open sources ILS (KOHA/Greenstone/ DSpace or equivalent) along with
required software for integration with RFID systems. E. Converting and
integration of books bibliographic information of 45000/Entries of books from
CDS format to MARC21. F. Training on Library Automation Systems along with
data entry in MARCZ21 format G. Necessary updating, customization and
technical support to running the total systems for the new version of Library
Automation systems up to 2(two) years from completion of works.

a. Minimum 3 (three) years’ experience of Library Automation/Software

15.| Experience,

Resources & Development (a statement of experience mentioning client’s full address
Delivery with contact number, email, fax etc. specific time period, name of
Capacity services, contract amount).

Required b. Evidence of successful implementation of at least 2 (two) contract of

Library Automation and minimum TK. 20.00 Lac each within a period of
last 3 years. (a statement of experience mentioning client’s full address
with contact number, email, fax etc. specific time period, name of
services provided, contract amount along with documentary evidence to
be submitted).

c. Evidence of permanent office (ownership document/ rental deed) in
Bangladesh.

d. Reasonably acceptable organizational profile having adequate manpower
and other office equipment and logistic support (Profile to be submitted).

e. Firm must have at least 2 (two) experienced professionals (preferably
permanent staff) for library automation software (Preferable Koha) and
experienced professional for website design.( List of permanent personnel,
C.V., professional certificate and experience certificate to be submitted )

Interested Firms are invited to provide information and produce documents
indicating that they are competent to perform the services (brochures,
description of similar assignments, experience in similar activities, trade
license, VAT, updated Income Tax certificate, financial solvency certificate etc.)

PROCUREMENT ENTITY DETAIL

17.| Name of the Official Inviting EOI

18.| Designation of the Official Inviting EOI
19.| Address of the Official Inviting EOI

16.| Other Details

Md. Mahmudul Hassan, PhD.
Project Director & MDS (P&S)

Room No. 101, Faculty Bldg-2
BPATC, Savar, Dhaka-1343

20.| Contact Details of the Official Inviting EOI 02-7745027, 7746605

21.| The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all of the applications/
Proposals and also to stop the procurement process at any stage without showing any reason.

(Md. Mahmudul Hassan, PhD)
Project Director

Low oil prices
won't spur world
growth: Moody's

AFP, Paris

Low oil prices normally
help grease the wheels of
business and spur global
economic growth, but
Moody's said Wednesday it
would not revise its fore-
casts for the G20, citing a
variety of offsets to the
expected windfalls,

"For the G20 economies,
we expect GDP growth of
just under 3.0 percent each
year in 2015 and 2016,
unchanged from 2014 and
from our November 2014
Global Macro Outlook," the
credit ratings agency said in
its latest outlook report.

"In the euro area, Japan
and Brazil, and some other
net oil importers in the
G20, the fall in oil prices
takes place in an unfavour-
able economic environ-
ment," said Marie Diron,
Moody's senior vice presi-
dent for credit policy.

She pointed to high
unemployment and new
political uncertainty in
somme eurozone countries,
and to Brazil's tightened
monetary and fiscal policy.

"In this context, a large
part of the income gains
from lower oil prices is
likely to be saved rather
than spent,” Diron wrote.

The Group of 20
includes the leading indus-
trialised and developing
nations.

*BUSINESS

US shopping mall culture --

AFP, Fairfax

Cierra Dorsey has happy memories
of hanging out at the mall as a teen-
age girl, an adolescent rite of passage
under threat in parts of the US as
old-fashioned malls close their
doors.

While high-end malls thrive,
many others have been unable to
keep up with changing shopping
demands of American consumers,
leading to obituaries in the US press
with headlines such as "A dying
breed: The American shopping mall,"
and "Shopping Malls In Crisis."

About 80 percent of the country's
1,200 malls are considered
"healthy,” which means store
vacancy rates of 10 percent or less,
according to CoStar Group data
published in The New York Times.

That's down from 94 percent in
2006 and there is even a website
dedicated to documenting what
some are calling the death of the
shopping center, deadmalls.com,
keeping tabs on the latest closures
across the country:.

Dorsey remembers the old-style
mall with nostalgia.

"The first time my mom allowed
me to go out by myself, it was in a
mall," said Dorsey, a saleswoman at
a natural products shop in Fairfax,
outside the US capital.

"1 do have fond memories."

Most of America's malls were
built in the 1950s and 1960s as a
growing network of highways con-

nected suburban homes to futuristic
urban shopping centers.

When they were first introduced,
outfitted with sleek glass, shiny tiles,
escalators and indoor fountains,
they were an antidote to outdated
open-air strip malls,

"We must remember that the
1950s and 1960s were bathed in the
desire for the modern, and in this
light the newness of malls gave them
a real edge over the old downtowns
and open-air shopping centers,”
sociologist David Roelfs, from the
University of Louisville, told AFP.

The mall also found a spot in
popular culture. It was featured in
several 1980s films, including "Back
to the Future,” and "The Terminator.”

The first mall in the United States
-- still open today -- is the Southdale
Center in Minnesota, which opened
in 1956.

Victor Gruen, a pioneer for mall
design, created them as a social-
gathering point. But the social
dimension was quickly eclipsed.

"The mall quickly morphed into
a more consumerist venue, where
people went to be seen in the act of
conspicuous consumption, more
than to build relationships with
their neighbors," said Roelfs, who
claims that no malls have been built
in the US since 2009.

"It's not that consumption is
going down, consumption is going
up, we're consuming differently in
different places,” said sociologist
George Ritzer, author of a book on

- | dying or just changing?

consumption, "Enchanting a
Disenchanted World." "They are
becoming more entertainment
complexes,” Ritzer told AFP.

Developers are turning away
from the traditional mall model and
now opening "mixed use" com-
plexes, often outdoors, that feature
shops, restaurants and green space.

That is the idea behind
"CityCenterDC," a mix of commer-
cial, residential and business com-
plexes in the LIS capital.

David Dochter from Cushman &
Wakefield's Retail Services Group,
the company behind the project,
said consumers are looking for a
different experience.

"They want a social environment
in where they are shopping they
want an experience, not just a prod-
uct," he told AFP,

The "Mosaic” complex in Fairfax,
Virginia is a mixed-use space featur-
ing a plaza, shops, food market and
a children's theater on a 20-hectare
footprint outside Washington,

"We wanted to create a gathering
place for the community,” said Reed
Kracke, development associate at
EDENS, which built the complex.
“It's not the hectic environment you
might see in a crowded indoor tradi-
tional shopping mall," he told AFP.

"We really feel if we could capture
the people's time, their wallets will
follow, if they spend their time there,
they will spend their money here as
well, so we are really after capturing
people's time."
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