10 | The Baily Star DHAKA THURSDAY FEBRUARY 12,2015

* L l" J.‘.h- :' ;
1 ¥ |-‘.I.|.i o
s L For
P R

1 = A ] - .1
i-:.!" .-.:li :_‘ ..:;-.-.L .
"L "h g = 3

WU A A N PR AN A A
et 4 4 : £ % I

4
H'm-

9o WY 3835
33 (FFTIR 2056

ARt

AT Wi e iy alfeawt AfEfa wrdty e Lose ToarE wify FfEme T
RIS TIHIE ST WSS Gren] ¢ Wiowa |

AT W 6 i e T (e dges e e | W o St
& S w9 A qae oM W | @ AR T e S
*if-=jedert T ST WA T AR o e e Wiy e e
5UE. 9 IR corifefes e wfadf affred gud I oo wdoTEE e
TG AW TRTE |

WS GO AOT I SR T W T SRS ey | auet
ST (EE-2030/38" FHGE R TN @ AT And Wity
AT FE GG € TR THY TWE @Y S O FeTE a€eTe Wi I |
FEH Trge @ AN TR i TeE ¢TI fevien frnfee e
wrefRFsna WY 4F e oA O T |

TR TWEL WA Giee A A wiftg e cmiete ffey anee, M
AP & FEFRAA G2 o7, [ & YeRwewy ewrged gemPTE @ I A
fFraneret o WRR-ude! Y TLAE! SFA T W ST 4R G |

IR BT TR AIS! A AN AT S, Wi EETR AR
TRt o &R A TEe WwES! 6 FHR T Ry AW S 90 9 e

wifs FteioT e e AT it TN e e e wahifE s 3l
(A FTEE, T A @9 |

co1s & i

e AR e A efers A eewn Wity WA T 4 IR T e iR efe
WIEHE | W ST WTWEE Fe e 1S « g 8w Ao e o we w6 )

88Y FE 32 Rl W T dfen e o7 (i AR e wTeTEAr WiEA-RE T Wi
wTT 0 WIATE | T & AR orre iy wwien afie oftew w1 W
& 2 e AR (TR - T AR e SaEAe e g TN |

| A s copmiifiTe e Afimfie wom | TR oot o e o v ElnTR R W
WA AT TR wEER A Wi e e | «d W9t T sk A RN 4 afES wen
ST EWla A | (TR e e 7w wete el Ry o i e 8o W e e f g
fafey e el comed afeRTy weu guSw TE oW T | WY WE Aom e @ weem
EEA-3oye/ss’ WiEE SR T G 4R Fe Tergden woesged | avEe W wHIEe
(] T FoE T | eI T care e @ T T e wene | 99 % vEreiee
T FEEP ATHT WG A FeeRe w0 Feren wnadiey TR wTsiE (s T e e
WETE @ a1 afeEw AR o wers TemeEm 43 ceen Semeie o offErem wE farenmee e
(erwfof¥) Mmanm To0E | TEY TENA (N T ¢ TEEweTE e Wity W e e
CATE |

R @ AT wFRmR e T e | SR e e ol e e 3 fRivey T
BOWTITN] W WAL, W (T 6 eeret 3% s | gt abiinm W weemee e i e e

FEE AT wAAR, SR S e AT N W e W WY S S 9 A |
werpe efficen FEcE Wi SEur e qotern mfe efred wrmie ted s e

W A |

=% w2/ @ 2fE R e e ofE Wiy wwe TR e, IR e oriER R =
A |

Wi ST 6 TR afErw AT ST W W .

S, o Ay

o et o PSS

ANt

O WA § & et T wle TE-aese weils T T ca wifE wens wEe @ i
e iR AR e wmefa wfee e orenn | wheres o o e e e e o
W o oW Iy Wi W e Wi e « @ wren srRmEer e WSRO TR
TS T

wi¥e wiEwen R Fawt oz sew ofiFm T R w ey F fie s i@ v
TN W € A% e A aedis m vfnE T Pem o e ofefte mem ) a
%A T (AT TS e P =i W e (s enei Rt © S Fewn e o
a2 eftry ofifive 8« s ean T woEe ardoriie S aieie SR T OF S e
T TR |

SO W e 2 e IfEn T T S0 R, A, Rl e FeaeRmTeE S dee
A Y TG *e W A | B W S T S afEl W e e o eferw i@
Feres] & | e e ] FONTT ST T 9 AP WA A ST TS &6
T | GG WA AEW R, e wn E, $-cme iy Tew v g3 wEy eryed @ aEdaw
e SR e A fers) 2 e wEeE i Wiy T R W | TR WA 6, TES
et TSR oW e fam @ e witgereT e carTes | Ao s S, e
fifsy wnds afem «ferm, dige, I0Rem, e R T e 3% 9o vy @ firm Rems
HEREE « AT FEE e v Gy e

AeleETEE TR TET AT ST G TRy e W e 2w ofeew ot s
o Ty wrfam e sfemre o | @ TR Frarm Ao Rfes 7o fFeame adam Faem 7w Ak
AEE | FE yEETETEE YO W O TS T T A A A Gy S w5 5 |
veisl T efefie wm N e o3 T o ol o TR T e TR YO TR e
Y FeeHiee TaE | e e MEEs R SR TR WETTE e @ s | gl oo
i W e fEm e oS e TR Aae wEEEE A A | O e e T 480
TRiT TS ARG IR TR @ A1 aferw AN AR ¢ TR T GRS TR B IE T wiR
a0

= w30, Fee 0 os W Sy-egERS eEE cRl AReEm T -
TES 1o3) AR T T, RETS T o3 7 www ¢ i =
w4 A Frem e 2w | ""E‘L_‘{}:I:

wifi @ FfEa Tararen 7 « A o =R

e
{5, Citz GBI &5 W)
oo =T

Ansar: The Name of a Pledge for Security

A KM Mizanur Rahman

Deputy Director General (Ops)
Bangladesh Ansar & VDP

A Look Back

It was the valley of Al-Agaba. They were only twelve in number who travelled all the way from Medina
during pilgrimage in 621 AD to meet with the Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (SM). They expressed
their complete allegiance to the Prophet (SM) which in history is known as the 'First Pledge of ‘Agaba’.
The terms of the pledge included the following:

We shall not associate anyone with Allah.

We shall not indulge in adultery, fornication, and practice or propagate any other indecency.
We shall not steal or rob anyone’s property.

We shall not practice the custom of killing children.

We shall not falsely accuse or back bite anyone.

We shall not disobey you in good deeds and just cause.

We shall follow and obey your decisions.

We shall support the truth and justice.

The following year on last Islamic month (Dhu al-Hijjah) of 1 BH (June 622 AD), during the season of the
pilgrimage, 73 new Muslim converts from Medina were among that year's polytheist pilgrims to Mecca.
Shortly after arriving in Mecca, they secretly contacted Hajrat Muhammad (SM) and decided to have a
meeting at night in mid Tashreeq Days on last year's meeting place.

A narration attributed to Ka'b ibn Malik reports

“We set out for pilgrimage and struck a rendezvous in mid Tashreeq Days. We were accompanied by a
celebrity and a notable of ours called ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Haram, who was still a polytheist. We
disclosed to him our intention of meeting Muhammad and exhorted him to join our ranks and give up
polytheism lest he should serve as wood for Hell in the Hereafter. He promptly embraced Islam and
witnessed the serious meeting at Al-Agabah.

"That very night we slept with our people in our camps. After a third of the night had elapsed, we began
to leave stealthily and met in a hillock nearby. We were seventy three men and two women Nusaibah
bint Ka'b from the Najjars and Asma’ bint ‘Amr from Bani Salamah. We waited for the Messenger of Allah
Muhammad until he came in the company of his uncle Al-’Abbas Razi Allahu Anhu bin ‘Abdul Muttalib
Alaihis Salaam who (though himself not a Muslim yet) adjured us not to draw his nephew away from the
protection of his own kindred unless we were fully prepared to defend him even at the risk of our lives.
He was the first to speak:

"O you people of the Khazraj — you all know the position that Muhammad holds among us. We have
protected him from our people as much as we could. He is honoured and respected among his people.
He refuses to join any party except you. So if you think you can carry out what you promise while inviting
him to your town, and if you can defend him against the enemies, then assume the burden that you
have taken. But if you are going to surrender him and betray him after having taken him away with you,
you had better leave him now because he is respected and well defended in his own place.”

Ka'b replied: "We have heard your words, and now O Messenger of Allah, it is for you to speak and take
from us any pledge that you want regarding your Lord and yourself."

A narration attributed again to Ka'b ibn Malik reports

“The Prophet began to speak, recited some Qur'anic verses, called people unto Allah, exhorted them to
enter the fold of Islam and concluded saying: "l give you my pledge that you debar me from whatever
you debar your women and children from." Here Al-Bara’ bin Ma'rur, caught him by hand, and said: "Oh
yes, we swear by Allah, Who sent you as a Prophet in Truth, that we will debar you from whatever we
debar our women from. Have confidence in us, O Messenger of Allah. By Allah, we are genuine fighters
and quite reliable in war, it is a trait passed down to us from our ancestors."

Then ‘Abul Haitham At-Taihan interrupted and said: "O Prophet of Allah! Between us and the Jews, there are
agreements which we would then sever. If Allah grants you power and victory, should we expect that you
would not leave us, and join the ranks of your people (meaning Quraish)?" The Prophet smiled and replied:

"Nay, it would never be; your blood will be my blood. In life and death | will be with you and you with
me. | will fight whom you fight and | will make peace with those with whom you make peace."

This pledge had laid down the way for the Holy Prophet (SM) to safely complete the Hijrah and
consequently win over Mecca in course of time. Also the Pledge mandated the Ansars to take up the
glorious responsibility to ensure security of the ever greatest human of all times the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (SM) and also to serve humanity.

A Pledge a Nomenclature

The nomenclature Ansar is the historical outcome of the pledges to be faithful and to ensure security at
the cost of highest sacrifice. Security and Sacrifice are embedded with the very nomenclature of Ansar
from the history. In 1948 the nomenclature 'Ansar' was coined in history of this land to name an
organization newly raised to safeguard peace and to ensure security of the displaced people who opted
to migrate to East Bengal. All who joined Ansar at that time had been more dedicated and motivated
volunteers contrary to paid employees.

The Journey

It had been a long journey for Ansars from 1948 to 1970. The sacrifice of language martyr Ansar Pl
Commander Abdul Jabbar tells us the history of Ansars being fully dedicated and merged with the
aspirations of the people. The inclusion of the issue of modernization of Ansar Bahini in the historical 21
point, 6 point and 11 point demands shaped the psychological make up of Ansars which finally led to
taking away/handing over more than 40000 weapons to the freedom fighters. The Ansars tributed the
historical Guard of Honour to the first ever Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh during
the oath taking ceremony on 17th April 1971 at Mujibnagar. The occupation forces had no other choice
but to ban Ansar Bahini which had already expressed allegiance to the newly formed Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh through Guard of Honour.

Today

The Acts of 1995 had reiterated the historical mandate of human security and public welfare for Ansar
and Village Defence Party. In the Chittagong Hill Tracts and the southern part of the country Battalion
Ansars are deployed in bulk to secure the lives of the people and to maintain peace. More than 41000
Embodied Ansars are guarding airports, sea ports, river ports, land ports, power plants, hospitals,
industries, housings, business complexes, shopping centers, public transports, banks, universities, NGOs,
international hotels, EPZs, and many other government or private installations.

About six million members all over the country are active mentors of peace keeping in rural Bangladesh.
They are now protecting the Railways and Highways from acts of terrorism and saving lives of the
common people. About 8000 members are deployed to guard the Railways. To secure the Highways
about 12000 members are working now. Security of human life and their property, security of public
property and also the security of investments remain at the top priority of Ansar VDP Bahini.

The days to come

‘PEOPLE’ is now at the top of all agenda. Human security has emerged as the most vital concern of
governance. Without a mechanism of getting community people on board, attaining peace as a
precondition for development may slip from our today. We have to think with genuine concern about
the 'pledge bound' members of Ansar-VDP to effectively utilize their potentials towards achieving a
better quality of life for the PEOPLE.
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