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Significant
impact on
ecosystem

Forecasts BD-UN joint report
on Sundarbans oil spill

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The last year's oil-spill may have left "significant non-
observable acute impacts to the forest and wildlife popula-
tion" of the Sundarbans, observes the Bangladesh-UN Joint
Sundarbans Oil Spill Response Team.

The team, in its detailed report submitted to the environ-
ment and forest ministry yesterday, also presented 10-point
recommendations to deal with the fallouts of the spill on
environment and affected communities and to reduce risks
of such incidents in future.

Referring to its primary findings released on December
31 last year stating the spill had "limited impacts" on the
biodiversity of the largest mangrove forest in the world, the
107-page report said the possible impacts were not observ-
able during the rapid assessment.

The long-term effects on livelihoods, food security and | Petrol bombs and bomb-making materials seized in police swoops on several places of Hathazari in Chittagong. Six Islami

seepacE 10 coL 1 | Chhatra Shibir activists were also detained.

TAX EVASION CASE
Court orders
Bashundhara
Group officials
to surrender

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yester-
day directed Bashundhara
Group Chairman Ahmed
Akbar Sobhan alias Shah
Alam and five others to
surrender before a lower
court in three weeks in
connection with a tax eva-
sion case.

The other five are: Shah
Alam's wife Afroza Begum
and their sons -- Sadat
Sobhan, Safiyat Sobhan
Sanbir and Sayem Sobhan -
-, all directors of
Bashundhara Industrial
Complex Ltd, and its audi-
tor MM Kuddus.

All six were sentenced to
different jail terms during
the regime of the military-
backed caretaker govern-

ment in 2007 for evading
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Stop violence,
killing people

Civil society members urge political parties

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

I 5 The S ta] 1 } Eminent civil society members and political analysts yesterday called for an

= . . immediate end to the violence and killings that began nearly a month ago
nght d p&lﬂﬂﬂg when the BNP-led 20-party alliance enforced an indefinite blockade.

Violence has claimed the lives of at least 50 people, burnt and injured dozens

Of g ) l axies _? otherssince January 5. Businesses and livelihoods of people have been hit hard.
Analysts fear the ongoing political deadlock might create scopes for the
MAIL ONLINE rise of undemocratic and militant forces in the country.
Talking to The Daily Star, Dr Iftekharuzzaman, executive director of
Between 16 and 18 June 1889, Transparency International Bangladesh, said: “I am concerned if the violent
Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh politics goes on, we might be in for some terrorist activities.”
created one of his most famous People have been held hostage in the zero-sum game of politics, and the
works from the view out of an political leaders are increasingly distancing themselves from people by
asylum window: The Starry Night. being indifferent to their welfare, he noted.

Debate on the masterpiece's “Political leaders should ask their own conscience whether their claim of
diﬂﬁnﬂi_‘fﬁ 'swirls' has raged ever doing politics for people and democracy is genuine. If they realise it, they
since, with many saying they were would be ready to solve the problem,” mentioned Iftekharuzzaman.
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Fresh remand
for Fakhrul

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
again put BNP acting secre-
tary general Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir on a five-day
remand in connection with
torching a private car in the
city's Motijheel area on
January 4.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1
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TODAY'S POLL
Do you agree with Commerce
Minister Tofail Ahmed that
the supply chain between

Dhaka and Chittagong is still
working well?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

UN court dismisses
Croatia, Serbia
genocide claims

BBC ONLINE

The International Court of Justice yesterday
rejected claims of genocide by Serbia and
Croatia against each other during the
Croatian war of secession from Yugoslavia.

The Croatian government had alleged
that Serbia committed genocide in the town
of Vukovar and elsewherein 1991,

Serbia later filed a counter-claim over the
expulsion of more than 200,000 Serbs from

Croatia.

About 20,000 people died during the
1991-1995 war, mostly Croatians.

The Croatian town of Vukovar was devas-
tated when it was occupied by Serbs for
three months in 1991. Tens of thousands of
ethnic Croats were displaced, and about
260 Croat men were detained and killed.

Four years later, the Croatian military's
Operation Storm bombarded the majority
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