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CANAL DIGGING UNDER TEESTA IRRIGATION PROJECT

Land owners obstruct work,
demand early compensation

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

Land owners in three vil-
lages of Parbatipur upazila
forced stopping the work for
Bogra irrigation canal under
the second phase of Teesta
irrigation project on
Monday, demanding the
full payment of the prices of
their land that was requisi-
tioned for the purpose.

A team of Bangladesh
Water Development Board
(WDB) under the guidance
of Section Officer
Shahjahan Ali went to the
construction site at Purbo
Huglipara village of the
upazila with machinery and
men on Monday morning,

said sources of WDB in
Nilphamari division, the
monitoring and supervising
authority of the work.
"When we started digging
work for Bogra irrigation
canal in the marked area,
some 200-250 men and
women from Chander
Danga, Purbo Huglipara
and Darikhamar villages
stormed the site and com-
pelled the WDB officials and
workers to stop the work,"
said Shahjahan Ali.
“Demanding payment of
total price of their land
requisitioned to make the
canal, the villagers stood in
front of the running bull-
dozers. And so, we returned

to our office with the equip-
ment,” he added.

Several affected land-
owners including Moshiur
Rahman, Shamsul Huque,
Mominur Rahman, Mortuza
Ali, Alfazuddin, Abdul
Fattah, Momeza Khatun,
and Armina Begum said the
authority requisitioned
their land but they are yet to
get the price.

The affected people
vowed not to allow WDB
authorities to start the work
until compensation is made
as per official commitment.

Abdus Shahid, acting
executive engineer of WDB's
Nilphamari division, said
following the existing rules,

57.69 acres of land in
Rampur mouja and 13.60
acres in Khamar
Jagannathpur mouja were
requisitioned for the project
in the middle of last year.
"The area was demarked
and handed over to us in
presence of locals as WDB
already deposited about Tk
28 crore to the fund of the
department concerned of
the district administration.
Some of the affected land
owners may not have
received their compensation
due to non-submission of
the relevant documents. We
will inform the higher
authorities of the complaint
of the affected landowners.”
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Chapainawabganj district unit of Muktijoddha Sangsad forms a human chain in front of the deputy commissioner's

office yesterday protesting violence, arson attack and murder in the name of hartal and blockade across the country.
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2 housewives
murdered

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two housewives were mur-
dered in Gaibandha and
Kushtia districts on
Monday.

In Gaibandha, a woman
was beaten to death alleg-
edly by her husband for
dowry at Mohipur village in
Sadullapur upazila, reports
our correspondent.

Police and family sources
said Atul Kumar of the vil-
lage married Golapi Rani,
30, two years ago.

After the marriage, Atul
and his family members
often tortured Rani for
dowry.

Following an altercation
over the issue on Monday
evening, Atul along with his
family members beat up
Rani merciless, leaving her
dead on the spot.

Atul and his family mem-
bers had gone into hiding
soon after the incident.

On information, police
rushed to the spot, recov-
ered the body and sentittoa
hospital morgue for
autopsy.

Rani's elder brother
Ratan Sarkar yesterday filed
a murder case in this con-
nection, said Zia Latiful
Islam, officer-in-charge of
Sadullapur Police Station.

According to our Kushtia
correspondent, a hosuewife
was killed allegedly by her
husband at Kushobaria
village in Amla upazila on
Monday.

The decesed was identified
as Sefaly Khatun, 25, wife of
Shariful Islam alias Budo of
the area. She hailed from
Mirpurupazila of the district.

Family sources said
Sefaly developed an extra-
marital relation with her
five-year-old son's house
tutor Hasanuzzaman,

Shariful and Sefaly often
engaed in altercation over
the issue.

Following an altercation
over the issue on Monday
evening, Shariful hacked
Sefaly to death.

The decesed's elder
brother Shakil Hossain filed
a murder case with Mirpur
Police Station.
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The Detective Branch of Police in Bogra arrested three people belonging to the alleged
criminal gang that kidnapped a government official in the town on Monday night. The law

enforcers also rescued the victim early yesterday.

Govt official rescued

hours into abduction

PHOTO: STAR

Three of four kidnappers arrested

in Bogra town

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Detectives rescued a gov-
ernment official hours
into his abduction in the
district town early yester-
day and arrested three
abductors.

The arrestees are Ranjit
Poddar, 30, son of
Chandidas Poddar of
Kalitola, and Moudud
alias Shantu Sawdagar,
30, son of Mabud
Sawdagar of Sutrapur area
in Bogra town; and
Hasanuzzaman, 26, son
of Shahadat Hossain of
Chandpara in
Gobindaganj upazila of
Gaibandha district.

DB police sources said a
gang of four picked up
Yusuf Mia, 34, an official
at Dhunat upazila

accounts office, from
Mofiz Paglar intersection
in the town at around
8:00pm on Monday.

The gang took Yusuf to a
house in Woodburn Park
area in the town and
phoned his relatives,
demanding Tk 1 lakh ran-
som for his release, source
added.

Though Yusuf's relatives
gave the kidnappers Tk
32,000 through a bKash
account, they demanded
Tk 32,000 more for his
release.

Receiving an SMS text
from Yusuf, DP police
raided the house at
around 1:30am, rescued
him and arrested three of
the gang. Another abduc-
tor named Shakil

Mahmud, 25, of Khandar
area of the town managed

to flee.

Contacted, Officer-in-
Charge (DB) Amirul
Islam of Bogra Sadar
Police Station said the
victim, Yusuf, filed an
abduction case with the
police station against
four abductors in the
morning,.

Law enforcers are raid-
ing different areas of the
district to arrest abductor
Shakil Mahmud, who fled
the house in Woodburn
Park area, sensing the
presence of DB men, the
OC added.

Police yesterday pro-
duced the three arrested
abductors in a Bogra court

that sent them to jail.

BSF picks up cattle
trader from

Benapole border
Returns body of Dinajpur farmer

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Indian Border security Force
(BSF) picked up a
Bangladeshi Cattle trader
from Putkhali Border early
yesterday:.

The cattle trader was
identified as Azizur
Rahman, 32, son of Chand
Ali of Shibnathpur village
under Benapole Port Police
Station.

Abdul Haque, camp in-
charge of BGB Putkhali
Camp, told our Benapole
correspondent that the
Indian border guards
detained Azizur while he
was returning home with
cattle from India at around
4:30am

Our Dinajpur correspon-

dent reported that BSF
returned the body of farmer
Nazrul Islam through
Birampur border yesterday
afternoon.

Nazrul Islam, 35, was
shot dead and another
injured by members of
Indian Security Force when
the farmers protested BSF
men's assault on their wives
in Birampur upazila of the
district on Monday:.

After the killing, BSF
personnel took away the
body. They returned the
body to their Bangladesh
counterparts at around
4:30pm.

Injured farmer Shahedur
Rahman is now undergoing
treatment at at Rangpur
Medical College Hospital.

Two to die for murder in
Patuakhali, Nilphamari

STAR COUNTRY DESK

A Patuakhali court yes-
terday sentenced a youth
to death for killing a
motorbike driver four
years ago.

The convict i1s Md
Asadul Munshi, 30, of
Pangashia village in
Dumki wupazila, reports
our correspondent.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Abdus Salam, 26, son
of Abdul Bareq of
Nachnapara village in
Amtali upazila of Barguna
district.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Asadul hacked Salam
to death to take away his
motorbike on February 12,
2011,

Following a murder
case filed by the
deceased's father, a police

team led by Sub-Inspector
Mehedi Hasan of
Patuakhali Police Station
arrested Asadul at his
house on February 14 the
same year.

Police submitted
charge sheet to the court
against Asadul after inves-
tigation.,

After examining evi-
dence and witnesses,
Additional Sessions Judge
Md Alamgir Kabir found
him guilty and pronounced
the verdict.

Away in Nilphamari, a
court here yesterday
sentenced a man to death
for killing his wife in
2007.

The convict is Kashem,
40, son of late Alijan of
Baroipara village in Sadar
upazila, reports our corre-

spondent.

According to the prose-
cution, Kashem Kkilled his
second wife Begum, 28,
daughter of late
Chaitannya Mahmud of
Bishmuri village in the
upazila, following an
altercation over a family
matter on September 18,
2005.

Kashem went into hiding
after the incident.

On September 23 the
same vyear, the deceased's
brother filed a murder case
with Sadar Police Station,
accusing Kashem:.

After examining evi-
dence and witnesses,
Additional District Judge
Reza Md Alamgir Hasan
found him guilty and
pronounced the judg-
ment,

Jubo League
man hacked
to death in
Laxmipur

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT,
Noakhali

A local Jubo League
leader was hacked to
death in Dattapara area
under in Laxmipur Sadar
upazila yesterday morn-
ing.

The deceased is Md
Rubel, 28, son of Abul
Khayer of the area. He
was general secretary of
Ward No 4 unit of AL's
youth front in Dattapara
union,

Police said Rubel was
an accused in several
cases, Including one for
murder.

Locals said Rubel might
have been killed by his rival
party men.

No one was arrested in
connection with the killing
as of 5:00pm yesterday.

[t's an act of insurgency

FROM PAGE 1

already been killed, mostly
in arson attacks, and several
hundreds injured in the
violence.

Taking floor, Agriculture
Minister Matia Chowdhury
said the government was
taking different steps to
contain the violence "un-
leashed by BNP-Jamaat
men"

"They will be ... wiped

out," she said, adding that
insurgency could never win
over democracy.

Senior parliamentarian
Suranjit Sengupta said,
"Insurgency can't be tackled
under the existing laws. We
have to think about a new
law."

Aligning the BNP-
Jamaat's activities with
Fascism, he urged the gov-
ernment to deal with the

troublemakers with an iron
fist.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
MP Moyeen Uddin Khan
Badal said, "They [BNP-
Jamaat| have started a low
intensity insurgency in
the country with two
objectives. One is to
weaken the law enforce-
ment agencies and the
other is to raise questions
among the people on the

government's capability
to run the state.”

"Khaleda Zia is gangrene
for the society which needs
to be cut off. Cut the head
that give declaration of
insurgency,” he said in
English.

Terming killings of inno-
cent people in buses crimes
against humanity, ruling
Awami League lawmaker
Hasan Mahmud demanded

the house enact a new law
with the provision for death
penalty through a summary
trial for petrol bomb throw-
ers.

Tarigat Federation chief
and MP Nazibul Bashar
Maizbhandari demanded
that the government deploy
joint forces with army per-
sonnel to tackle the situa-
tion.

Nazrul Islam Babu, Hazi

Mohammad Selim, Junaid
Ahmed Palak, Pir Fazlur
Rahman, Talukder Yunus,
Shawkat Chowdhury,
Monirul Islam, and
Tahzib Alam Siddiqui
demanded the govern-
ment go tough against
BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia "for masterminding
the ongoing violence and
killings".

Fresh remand for Fakhrul

FROM PAGE 16
Earlier on January 27,
Fakhrul was placed on a
three-day remand for the
first time in connection with
the arson attack.
Metropolitan
Magistrate Md Emdadul
Haque passed the order
after Sub-inspector Anwar
Hossain Khan of Detective
Branch of police produced
Fakhrul before his court
with a ten-day remand

prayer.
Earlier in the day, the
BNP leader was hauled

before the same court on
completion of his three-
day remand, but the police
did not seek further
remand.

In a remand prayer later,
Anwar Hossain, also the
investigation officer of the
case, said Fakhrul was
accused of leading, ordering
and advising party activists

to carry out the arson attack
with intent to deteriorate
law and order on the eve of a
nationwide hartal called by
the BNP-led 20-party alli-
ance.

The BNP leader needed
to be remanded to find out
vital clues about the inci-
dent, said the [O.

The defence submitted
petitions seeking Fakhrul's
bail and cancellation of the
remand prayer, saying he

was implicated in the case as
part of a conspiracy to
harass him politically.

Moreover, Fakhrul had
been suffering from differ-
ent diseases for a long time,
they said.

After hearing both the
defence and the prosecu-
tion, the magistrate
rejected the bail petition
and granted five-day
remand for Fakhrul.

A private car carrying an

army major was set ablaze in
front of Baitul Mamur Jame
Masjid at AGB Colony
around 1:30pm on January
4,

Following the incident,
Sumon Chandra Nath,
assistant sub-inspector of
Motijheel police, filed a
case accusing 81 named
people including Fakhrul
and 20 to 30 unnamed
people for their alleged
involvement in the inci-

dent.

On January 6, detectives
picked up Fakhrul as he
came out of the Jatiya Press
Club with pro-government
journalists protesting
against his stay there. The
BNP leader had been at the
press club for around 24
hours.

Earlier, Fakhrul was
arrested thrice and impli-
cated in more than 70
cases.
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