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SSC, EQUIVALENT EXAMS

Opening deferred,

but uncertainty

lingers

Wasim BIN HABIB

Although today's start of the SSC and equivalent exams has been
deferred due to hartal, worries remain for around 15 lakh students and
their guardians over how the exams would be held amid the continued

street violence.

The exams will now begin on Wednesday and the rest as per the routine.
Today's tests will be held at 9:00am on Friday, Education Minister Nurul

Islam Nahid said yesterday.

Briefing reporters at his ministry, he said no exams would take

place during hartal.

"We hope there would be no hartal and blockade in the days to

come," the minister said.

The announcement, barely 24 hours before the tests, brought a
temporary relief, but candidates and their parents want the govern-
ment to clarify how the examinations will be held with the nonstop

blockade in place.

To make things worse, the BNP and its allies yesterday threatened to
extend the shutdown and continue the blockade if the Internet,
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Arson victim dies, 3
cops hurt in attack

Falu detained :
after meeting :

Khaleda

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detectives
yesterday
picked up
Khaleda
Zia's
adviser
Mosaddak
Ali Falu
from in front of the BNP
chairperson's Gulshan
office.

Chairman of private

went to visit Khaleda at
7:25pm. As soon as he
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" Yet another victim of Jatrabari arson died
- while three policemen were injured in
. Sirajganj in another crude bomb attack
" yesterday, the first day of the 72-hour hartal.

So far 38 people have died in political

. violence since the BNP-led alliance
. announced indefinite blockade on January 5.
television channel ntv, Falu -

Forty-year-old Nur-e Alam, a contractor

. from Narayanganj, had suffered 48 percent
. burns nine days ago, as alleged blockaders

threw two petrol bombs on the bus carrying
him and 27 other passengers at the capital's

: 11 vehicles torched on first day of 72-hour
; hartal; death toll in violence rises to 38

° STAR REPORT

Jatrabari.

Alam died at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital's burn unit around 1:00pm.

His brother-in-law Helal Uddin said
Alam was returning home by the bus after
visiting his sister's house in the capital.

"We tried our best to save his life but failed,”
said Helal in an emotion-chocked voice.

Including Alam, 27 people with no links
with politics lost their lives in the ongoing
political violence.

In Sirajganj, three policemen, including
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“Those who are
pressing for talks
amid this anarchy

are like cancer,

septic boils ..."

FOOD MINISTER

QAMRUL ISLAM
AT A DISCUSSION IN THE CAPITAL

In shock, Champa Akhter won't
let go of her husband Nur-e
Alam's body at the burn unit of
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
yesterday. Nur was injured in a
petrol bomb attack on a bus in
Jatrabari on January 23.
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Tamim unlikely
to play Aus XI

SPORTS REPORTER

Opener Tamim Igbal is
unlikely to take part in
either of Bangladesh's

Jubo League man
burnt to death

House torched; 3 other injured; family
blames BNP-Jamaat men for attack

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Masked assailants in simultaneous attacks in three
villages yesterday burned a Jubo League activist to

Shibir man
killed in
'shootout’

Police claim he was held
with bombs, petrol; family
alleges 'killing'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

YEAR BAN GOES

IRAY

Restore lines
or face non-
stop hartal

- 20-party threatens govt

. as Khaleda still without
- phone, net, cable

. STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. The BNP will continue the ongoing hartal
. beyond the planned 72 hours if phone,
* internet and cable services are not restored
- at Khaleda Zia's Gulshan office immedi-
. ately, says a press release.

The BNP-led 20-party alliance has been

enforcing the countrywide 72-hour hartal
. since yesterday morning in protest at filing

“false” cases against Khaleda and implicat-

' ing her as the mastermind in last week's
+ Jatrabari bus arson.

In the press release last night, BNP Joint

- Secretary General Salahuddin Ahmed last
* night quoted the party chief as saying:
. ready even to make supreme sacrifices for
. the sake of the country and to realise peo-
' ple's rightful demands.”

"Tam
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Saud1 job market
reopens for
Bangladeshis

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ending a six-year restriction, Saudi Arabia
has decided to open its labour market for
Bangladesh, generating new hopes among
thousands of overseas jobseekers.

"A high Saudi official has informed me
over the telephone that the manpower
market of the country is open for
Bangladeshi workers from today,’
Bangladeshi Ambassador in Riyadh
Shahidul Islam told The Daily Star at
2:30pm yesterday.

A high-level Saudi delegation comprising
representatives from the ministries con-
cerned is likely to visit Bangladesh in a week
to discuss the recruitment process.

The foreign ministry in Dhaka confirmed
the news with an official announcement

yesterday.

The development comes a week after
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Welfare
Minister Khandker Mosharraf Hossain's
visit to the Kingdom.

The Kingdom, Bangladesh's largest over-
seas labour market which is home to some
15 lakh Bangladeshi migrant workers, had
imposed the restriction in early 2008, alleg-
ing malpractices in the recruitment system,

It led to a decline in labour migration
from Bangladesh to the Kingdom. A total of
1.32 lakh Bangladeshis had migrated to the
oil-rich nation in 2008 but the number
drastically dropped to 14,666 in 2009,
according to official data.

With the restriction lifted vyesterday,
however, Bangladesh's international
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An arrested Shibir activist was killed in a
“shootout” between Mirpur police and his
cohorts in the capital's Rupnagar area late
Saturday night.

Emdadullah, 22, was a second-year stu-
dent of statistics department of Dhaka
College.
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unofficial practice matches
at Brisbane, The move,
according to the Tigers'
management, is an attempt
to ensure that Tamim
remains fit for the official
practice matches due to
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death inside his house and injured three people at
Haidkandi union under Mirsarai upazila.

Family members and local Awami League leaders
blamed BNP-Jamaat men for the attacks but police
have yet to identify the assailants.

The deceased was Mohammad Mohiuddin, 35,
member of Haidkandi union unit of Jubo League and
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Mohiuddin
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