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“We dont Rnow how long the hartal
will continue and how long we will
Nave to wait in uncertainty. Is it
nossible to properly make
preparations in this situation?”

Nearly 15 lakh
examinees In
agonising wait

STAFF CORRESPONDENT "l dont know whether or Masuda Akter, Darshana BN School and College,
Nerves of around 15 lakh students are 0ot the exams would be Rangpur

on edge, as it is still uncertain whether ; ;

the Secondary School Certificate and hE|d on time E]I'id Whlfh

equivalent examinations will begin
tomorrow.

Even a day after the BNP-led alli-
ance called a 72-hour countrywide
hartal from this morning, the authori-
ties didn't make clear whether the
exams would be held amid hartal and
blockade.

An education ministry official
yesterday said they would announce

subject | should study. But
what scares me more is the
thought of going to my
exam centre.”

Mahmuda Noor, Vidyamoyee Govt
Girls' High School, Mymensingh

"I really want to know whether
Khaleda Zia has any relative taking the

exams. If so, how would she feel?”
Monjuara Begum, Masudas mother

today their decision on it.

The exams might be deferred due 4 : g o W Lo -

i concots orersacuit ot the I'am afralfcl that Political parties
examinees in the wake of a spate of picRets might hurl | must keep the
violence, :

O e el lhane ity lics in bombs at us on our futu re of children
rescheduling the exams if hartal con- way to the exam in mind. Please,
tinues. We will sit tomorrow [today]
to look for options, " said the official. centre. |am too Spdre the exams

A total of 14,79,266 students from scared to for the sake of
27,808 educational institutions got trata” tudents”
registered to sit for the exams at 3,116 cOncentrate. >LUAents. '
centres across the country. They are Mohammad Ripon, Amena Akhter, Ripons
scheduled to take Bangla 1st paper :

o ohh B Ay (tg Collegiate School mother
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1 . )

ONGOING ARSON-VIOLENCE CULPRITS

Caught red-handed
were Shibir men

Declared dead,
newborn stirs
to life after
three hours

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

18 female
BNP activists
detained

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Int'l tender floated
for metro rail cars

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday floated an international tender to

purchase 144 carriages for the country's first-ever metro rail.
“We have floated the tender as manufacturing and supply-

ing rail carriages is time consuming,” said Mofazzel Hossain,

project director of the Tk 21,000 crore metro rail project.

Police last night detained at
least 18 female leaders and
activists of the BNP in front
of the party chief Khaleda
Zia's Gulshan office in the

In yet another incident of
utter negligence, Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT Medical College Hospital

In three more incidents in Rajshahi,
Chittagong and Sirajganj vyesterday,
four activists of Islami Chhatra Shibir,
the student wing of Jamaat-e-Islami,
were caught red-handed while they
were fleeing after hurling crude bombs
at police.

In the last 10 ten days, at least 17

Shibir men were caught by law enforc-
ers and common people while or after
carrying out attacks on police and
public transports. A few of them were
arrested from their dens with large
haul of explosive materials.

Besides, on January 14, a Shibir
activist was crushed to death by a truck
when fleeing the scene of an arson
attack in Chittagong. Another Shibir

man, who had suffered injuries while
allegedly trying to explode a crude
bomb at Kadamtoli in Chittagong,
died on January 28.

Apart from Shibir men, a few other
pro-blockade activists from other
parties were also caught while carrying
out attacks.

The four arrested yesterday are

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

capital.

Ovwer 100 policemen,
including female cops,
were deployed in different
phases in an apparent bid
to tighten security of the
BNP chief's office. The law
enforcers beefed up

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Prospective bidders would first be selected and one of
them would be chosen following scrutiny of its technical
and financial proposals for the job worth an estimated Tk
2,750 crore.

Tenders for the other components of the project, like
constructing lines, viaducts and operation building, electri-
cal and signalling systems, power substation, and operation
building, were going to be floated in February and May.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

doctors declared a newborn
dead vyesterday but the
infant was found alive
moments before its burial.
The baby boy was later
readmitted to the hospital
and kept on assisted ventila-
tion as of 1:00am today.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Woman born with
no womb gives
birth to twins

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

The book fair
begins

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A woman born with no
reproductive organs who
was told she could never
have children has given
birth to twin girls.
Doctors used hormone
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

The much-awaited month-
long book fair “Amar
Ekushey Granthamela-
2015" begins on the Bangla
Academy premises and
extending into the
Suhrawardy Udyan in the
capital today.

The fair, along with an
International Literary
Conference celebrating the
60th anniversary of the
Bangla Academy, will be
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at
3:00pm.

Later, she will hand over
the Bangla Academy
Literary Award 2014, which
was announced on
Thursday, to the recipients.

Bangla Academy
Director General Prof
Shamsuzzaman Khan gave
the details of this year's fair
and the literary conference
at a press conference at the
academy yesterday.

In the three-day long
conference, around 40
writers, poets, academi-
cians and researchers from
12 different countries will

Books are being laid out and finishing touches given to stalls at Amar Ekushey Boi Mela yesterday.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina opens the fair today.
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ONLINE POLL
Do you think it would be
justified for the government to
hold the 55C and equivalent
exams in this violent political

'CIA, Israel scheme saw
Hezbollah leader killed’

The bomb, built by the United States and
tested in the state of North Carolina, was
triggered remotely by Mossad agents in Tel
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AFP, Washington

The CIA and Israel's spy agency Mossad were

situation? behind an elaborate plot to kill Hezbollah  aAviv who were in communication with Participate in six sessions, ; .
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Citing former intelligence officials, the
newspaper reported that US and Israeli spy
agencies worked together to target
Mughniyeh on February 12, 2008, as he left
a restaurant in the Syrian capital Damascus.

object and call it off, but it could not exe-
cute," a former US intelligence official told
the newspaper.

A senior Hezbollah commander,
Mughniyeh was suspected of mastermind-

TOTAL VOTES: 362
TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think it was justified

for the government to stop
the utility services to Khaleda
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Zia's Gulshan office? He was killed instantly by a car bomb ing the abduction of Western hostages in = Asr 430
PLEASE CASTYOUR VOTE AT planted in a spare tire on the back of a Lebanon in the 1980s and of the 1992  Maghrib 552 556
parked car, which exploded shrapnel in a bombingof the Israeli embassy in Argentina Esha  7-15  7-45
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tight radius, the Post said. SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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