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UK to help cadet college students
improve English language skills

CITY DESK

The British High Commission and the British
Council will be involved in a two-year programme
on improving how English is taught at cadet col-
leges in Bangladesh.

In this regard, a signing ceremony of a letter of
partnership took place between Christopher Russell,
executive principal of the Duke of York's Royal Military
School, and the principals of Faujdarhat Cadet College
and Feni Girls Cadet College.

Acting British High Commissioner Mark Clayton,
among others, attended the signing ceremony.

Child marriage bid foiled in Joypurhat

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A schoolgirl was saved from underage marriage follow-
ing timely intervention of the Joypurhat upazila
administration yesterday.

A mobile court led by Executive Magistrate Munira
Sultana also realised Tk 5,000 from Abdur Rahim,
father of the 14-year-old girl, as a fine, As the news
spread, the groom, Aslam Hossain, 29, son of Sanwar
Hossain of Jamalpur, and his relatives did not enter the
village where the wedding was organised.

Man's body recovered in capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered the body of an unidentified man
hit by bullets from the capita's Rupnagar yesterday
morning.

The man, aged around 30, was shot in the chest,
abdomen and neck, said Monirul Islam, sub-inspector
of Rupnagar Police Station.

The reason behind the incident could not be ascer-
tained immediately, the SI added.

.| Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon (Bapa), Sylhet unit forms a human chain at Chowmohona in
g - Kulaura of Moulvibazar yesterday protesting the Jhimai Tea Garden authorities' decision
to cut down 2,000 trees on a land, ownership of which is being claimed both by the
garden owner and Khasi people. Inset, stumps of two out of the 20 roadside trees in
Rajarbazar of Habiganj, which were stolen by unidentified miscreants on Thursday.
Bapa's Habiganj unit demanded immediate government action in this regard.

Dutch businesses keen to
invest more in Bangladesh

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Procession

The National Human Rights
Commission will bring out a peaceful
procession demanding an end to the
ongoing violence; Venue: National
Museum; Time: 10:30am.

Human Chain
Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan Malik-
Sramik Oikya Parishad has arranged a
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human chain protesting vandalism of
vehicles and killing of transport workers
during hartal and blockade; Venue:
Jatiya Press Club; Time: 11:00am.

Procession
Bangladesh Peace Council has
arranged a procession protesting the

ongoing blockade; Venue: the Central
Shaheed Minar; Time: 10:00am.

Dutch investors are keen on investing more
in Bangladesh and eager to further extend
their partnership with the country, said a
foreign ministry press release yesterday.

More than 50 Dutch investors in infor-
mation technology, logistics, waste man-
agement, water management and business
consultancy, at a seminar in The Hague,
expressed enthusiasm for more invest-
ment.

The Bangladesh embassy in The Hague in
collaboration with Nyenrode University of
the Netherlands hosted the seminar titled
“Bangladesh: Opportunities and Best
Practices” on Thursday.

Dutch investors were unanimous in their
appreciation for the entrepreneurial spirit
and high level of enthusiasm and commit-

ment they witnessed in the people of
Bangladesh, it added.

According to them, Bangladesh is slowly
but surely emerging as the gateway to South
Asia given its geostrategic location with
both China and India on either side of the
border.

Prof Desiree, associate dean of Degree
Programmes, Nyenrode University, reaf-
firmed the same sentiments highlighting
the enormous potential of Bangladesh.

Vicenta Ariza, representative of
Maruboshi Europe BV in Bangladesh, said
his shippers in Bangladesh never failed to
deliver even in strikes and hartals.

Bangladesh Ambassador to the
Netherlands Sheikh Mohammed Belal
and proprietor of Budgetview and Impel
IT Solutions Peter Van Bergen, among
others, spoke.

PHOTO: STAR
JHIMAI TEA GARDEN IN MOULVIBAZAR

Bapa, Khasis protest

plan to cut 2,000 trees
Felling of 20 in Habiganj condemned

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon (Bapa) yesterday formed a
human chain in Chowmohona in Moulvibazar, protesting
against the Jhimai Tea Garden authorities' decision to cut down
around 2,000 trees on a land, ownership of which is being
claimed both by the garden owner and Khasi community.

The 71 Khasi families in Jhimai Punjee claimed that they have
been paying taxes on the land and if the trees are felled, betel
leaves which they have been cultivating there will get destroyed.

Refuting their claim of paying tax, the tea garden authori-
ties said they leased the garden area in Kulaura upazila from the
government which also includes the land and about a week ago
they even got government permission for cutting the trees from
among 12,000 including Rata, Karai and Mahogany.

Meanwhile, Bapa's Habiganj unit protested against
Thursday's incident of cutting and looting 20 trees, worth
around Tk 10 lakh, beside Chunarughat-Asampara road in

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Jatiya Kabita
Utshab starts at
DU tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jativa Kabita Parishad is
scheduled to organise a two-
day 29th Jatiya Kabita
Utshab-2015 at the Central
Library of Dhaka University
from tomorrow.

The festival, with the
theme “Jago Sombhabonay
Jago Kobitay”, will com-
prise, among other events,
songs on the Language
Movement, poetry recita-
tion and a seminar, said
Muhammad Samad, con-
vener of the programme, ata
press conference at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity.

In the last 28 years, poets
from Australia and the US
and different countries in
South and Southeast Asia
and Europe have also been
taking part in the festival
making it grander, he said.

Samad said once again
they have invited poets from
different countries to partic-
ipate in the programme.

He said they have
arranged a separate session
titled “Onno Bhashar

Kabita” for the poets from
other countries.

Doa mahfil

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

On the
occasion
of the
first
death
anniver-
sary of
MA
Wadud, former chairman
of Bangladesh
Agricultural Development
Corporation and addi-
tional secretary of parlia-
ment, a doa mahfil will
be held today after Asr
prayers in Tagwa Mosque,
Road-12/A, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka.

His relatives, friends,
and well-wishers have been
invited to attend the
programme to pray for the
salvation of the departed
soul.
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