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Pakistani provincial

governor resigns
AFP, Lahore

The governor of Pakistan's
central Punjab province
resigned yesterday, saying the
country’s political system had
failed ordinary people and
served "only the elite class”.
Mohammad Sarwar, who
served as a British member of
parliament for more than a
decade, was appointed to the
largely ceremonial role in
20015

Indonesia ready to

execute foreigners
AFP, Jakarta

Indonesia is ready to execute
seven foreign drug convicts
on death row after their
appeals for presidential clem-
ency were rejected, an official
said, in a move certain to set
Jakarta on a collision course
with international allies. The
seven include two Australian
leaders of the "Bali Nine"
drug-smuggling gang, who
have been on death row for
almost a decade.

Indian editor arrested
over Charlie Hebdo

AFP, Mumbai

Shirin Dalvi, editor of the
Mumbai edition of the daily
Avadhnama newspaper, was
arrested under section 295A
of the Indian Penal Code,
which bans malicious and
deliberate acts intended to
outrage religious feelings. She
was arrested for reprinting a
cartoon of the Prophet
Mohammed from satirical
French magazine Charlie
Hebdo.

N Korea restarting

nuke reactor
BBC ONLINE

North Korea may be trying
to restart a nuclear reactor
which can produce fuel for
a nuclear bomb, an
American think tank has
said, The US-Korea Institute
said on its 38 North
website that satellite images
showed steam coming from
the Yongbyon plant and an
increase in melted snow.
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Congress vice President Rahul Gandhi (C) waves to supporters during an election rally ahead of the Delhi
Assembly elections, in New Delhi yesterday. Polling will be held on February 7 with counting two days later.

Lanka Plans fresh
war crimes probe

forautonomy in the island's north and east.

"We are thinking of having our own
inquiry acceptable to them to the interna-
tional standards,” Rajitha Senaratne, a gov-
ernment spokesman, told a forum of for-
eign correspondents in Colombo, referring
to the United Nations.

"It will be a new local inquiry. If we need,
we will bring some foreign experts.”

The UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights in November accused Rajapaksa's
government of trying to "sabotage” its own
investigation and creating a "wall of fear” to
prevent witnesses from giving evidence to
its inquiry set up in March.

About 40,000 Tamil civilians were killed
in the final weeks of the war, most of them
by the Sri Lankan army, the United Nations
estimated in a 2011 report. Sri Lanka has
rejected the accusations and has been con-
ducting its own investigation.

Newly elected President Maithripala
Sirisena in the run up to the vote promised a
new investigation under an independent
judiciary, but rejected demands for an inter-
national inquiry.

This week, he sent his senior adviser on
foreign relations to meet U.N. officials to
discuss the investigation, government

REUTERS, Colombo

Sri Lanka is planning an investigation into
accusations of human rights abuses in the
final stages of a 26-year civil war amid inter-
national frustration at the failure to look
into numerous civilian deaths, a govern-
ment spokesman said late on Wednesday.

Former president Mahinda Rajapaksa,
who was ousted in a surprise election defeat
this month, had refused to cooperate with
any UN investigation into claims the army
committed atrocities in the war that ended
in 2009,

Without some accountability for civilian
deaths, the United Nations argues there will
be no lasting reconciliation to allow Sri
Lanka to move on from the war that dragged
on for decades as ethnic Tamil rebels battled

LANKA'S OWN INQUIRY

President Maithripala Sirisena promised
a new investigation

Former president Mahinda Rajapaksa

had refused to cooperate with any

UN investigation

= sources said.
Government spokesperson Rajitha

Senaratne said the government was
looking at releasing political prisoners

Senaratne also said the government was
looking at releasing political prisoners,
mainly suspected members of the defeated
Tamil Tiger rebel group.

'Halt

executions'

Rights groups tell

Pakistan
AFP, Islamabad

Rights organisations yester-
day called on Pakistan to halt
the execution of the first
civilian for a non-terror
related offence since 2008,
saying the move would
violate its own official policy.

Pakistan lifted a six-year
moratorium on the death
penalty last month in the
case of convicted terrorists
following a Taliban attack
on a school in Peshawar
which killed 150 people.

Since then it has hanged
20 people, with plans to
execute up to 500,

But a death warrant issued
this week for convicted mur-
derer Shoaib Sarwar has
raised the prospect of execu-
tions being resumed for the
rest of the country's almost
8,000 death row convicts.

Rights groups have
slammed the announce-
ment, which sets the date
of his hanging for February
3 in the city of Rawalpindi.

Analysts believe that
resuming the executions in
non-terror cases could
imperil a favourable trade
agreement with the
European Union,
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US brands Taliban
and ISIS differently

P11, Washington

The United States has described the Afghan Taliban as "an
armed insurgency”, while the Islamic State as a "terrorist”
group, drawing a controversial distinction between the two
militant organizsations.

"The Taliban is an armed insurgency. ISIS or ISIL (Islamic
State of Iraq and Levant) is a terrorist group. So we don't
make concessions to terrorist groups, " White House deputy
press secretary Eric Schultz told reporters in response to
questions at the daily press briefing on Wednesday.

Asked whether the Jordanian government's decision to
swap prisoner with the ISIS was similar to the US trading
five Taliban members for Army Sgt Bowe Bergdahl, he said,
"As you know, this was highly discussed at the time and
prisoner swaps are a traditional end-of-conflict interaction
that happens.”

"As the war in Afghanistan wound down, we felt like it
was the appropriate thing to do. The president's bedrock
commitment as commander in chief is to leave no man or
woman behind. That s the principle he was operating
under,” he said.

When asked for a second time whether the Taliban is a
terrorist group, Schultz replied, "I don't think that the
Taliban, - the Taliban is an armed insurgency."

"This was the winding down of the war in Afghanistan
and that's why this arrangement was dealt," he added, refer-
ring to the prisoner swap deal with Taliban brokered
through Qatar.

Modi tightens
grip over policy

Jaishankar replaces Sujatha
as Indian foreign secretary

REUTERS, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has fired the coun-
try's highest ranking diplomat and replaced her with India's
ambassador to the United States, a day after a successful visit
by US President Barack Obama.

Modi's appointment of Subrahmanyam Jaishankar as
foreign secretary, the top bureaucrat at the foreign ministry,
underscores the prime minister's control over foreign
affairs.

But his abrupt sacking of Sujatha Singh, the foreign secre-
tary appointed by the previous Congress administration,
was criticised by the Congress party.

Since he swept to power last year, Modi has virtually
taken over the reins of foreign policy, beginning with an
unprecedented invitation to regional leaders to attend his
inauguration and followed by high profile meetings with
the leaders of United States, China, Japan and Australia.

Sujatha was asked to step down from the post, the gov-
ernment said late on Wednesday, with seven months to go
before retirement. The last time the head of the elite foreign
service was removed was in the late 1980s.

"Why have you replaced the head of the foreign service so
unceremoni-
ously,” Manish
Tewari, a leader
of the Congress
party said. "The
government

needs to
explain.”
During

Sujatha's tenure
under the previ-
ous administra-
tion, India and
the United States
were embroiled
in a diplomatic
row over the
arrest of a junior
Indian diplomat
in New York for
an alleged visa

fraud. Ties hit  yey foreign secretary S Jaishankar
their lowest level

i5 e Jacade (left) with Sujatha Singh (right).

Since then, Modi has moved rapidly to rebuild ties with
Washington, putting behind his own embarrassment at
being denied a visa for a decade for religious violence in the
state he governed earlier.

He went on a state visit last September, building a rela-
tionship with Obama and then hosting him as the guest of
honour at this week's Republic Day Parade, the first US
president to do so.

Jaishankar, credited with helping Modi turn around the
relationship, said his job was to carry out the government's
priorities.

"A big responsibility. I am honoured that I have been
assigned this responsibility,” he told reporters as he took charge.
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Anna Hazare to

take on
Narendra Modi

BBC ONLINE

Indian anti-corruption activ-
ist Anna Hazare has said he
will launch a campaign
against the government,
three years after he staged a
hunger strike that forced
radical policy changes.

Hazare said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had failed to enact the
changes his hunger strike
had called for,

He said the government
had also failed to recover
any of an estimated $500bn
stashed illegally overseas.

Hazare's 2011 campaign
energised a national anti-
corruption movement.

It forced the Congress
party government to bring in
the Lokpal bill, which envis-
aged setting up an independ-
ent ombudsman with the
power to prosecute politi-
cians and civil servants.

Modi's Bharatiya Janata
Party defeated Congress last
year, and promised to tackle
corruption.

However, Hazare told
NDTV news channel: "In
eight months, the govern-
ment has not given any
priority to corruption and
there has been no progress
on the Lokpal law. We are
gathering people for a move-
ment."

While campaigning for
last year's general election,
Modi had also promised to
bring back funds held over-
seas within 100 days of
being voted into power.

"People were promised
during the elections that
black money will be
brought back within 100
days, 1.5 million rupees will
be deposited in the accounts
of every citizen, but not even

15 rupees have come,”
Hazare said.

India wields
club on golfing
bureaucrats

AFP, New Delhi

India's right-wing govern-
ment has scrapped mem-
bership of Delhi's presti-
gious golf club for bureau-
crats as part of a crackdown
on its notoriously work-shy
civil servants, a report said
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The newspaper said the
quota scheme organised by
the urban development
ministry, which oversees the
club’s land, was ended after it
was found to be in "contra-
vention of rules and regula-
tions," without elaborating,

Ministry officials could
not be contacted for com-
ment, while the club said it

had no comment to make. HTEARIET SES AP |
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West Zone Power

Distribution Co. Ltd.

Biddyut Bhaban Boyra Main Road, Khulna
(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Dev, Board)

Memo No: 27.22.4785.700.50.040.15.56 Date: 27.01.15
e Al if® Tz T

Corrigendum

Due to some unavoidable circumstances Tender Inquiry No:
27.22.4785.700.50.040.15.09 Date: 05.01.15 have been made
the following amendment. All concerned are requested to take
necessary actions accordingly.

West Zone Power
Distribution Co Ltd

(An Enterprise of BPDB)
Pre-Payment Metering Project for Khulna City Phase-1, Biddyut
Bhaban Campus, Boyra Main Road, Khulna-9000
Memo No: 27.22.4785.700.50.040.15/6 Date: 26/01/2015

Raye it 7S TezT T
Corrigendum

Due to some unavoidable circumstances Tender Inquiry Mo: 27.22.4785.700.50.040.14/4,
Date: 28M12/2014 and comigendum memo No: 27.22.4785700.50.040.15/3, Date:
1210112015 has been made the following amendment. All concemed are requested to take
necessary actions accordingly.

Tender Inquiry No. and date Amendment of the

Amendment of the Tender
Notice

Tender Inquiry No. and Date

Inquiry Mo.: 27.22.4785.700.50.040.14/4 Pre-Tender Meeting will

tender notice
Inquiry No.: 27.22.4785.700.50.040.15.09 | 16. Tender opening
Date: 05.01.15 date  will  be

04.02.15 instead of
05.03.2013 (Place
and time remain
unchanged).

Design, Manufacture, Supply,
Construction of 33KV & 0.4KV distribution
line from 132/33KV Patuakhali Grid S/S to
proposed Modhupara 1320MW Thermal
Power Station and carrying of materials.

be held on 02/02/2015
instead of 29/01/2015
(Place and time remain
unchanged).

Date: 28/12/2014

Corrigendum memo No.:

27.22 4785.700.50.040.15/3,

Date. 12/01/2015

(Design, Manufacture, Supply, Installation, Testing
& Commissioning of Pre-Payment Metering
System with related services at Khulna City on

Tum-key Basis.)

All other terms & conditions in the tender notice shall remain unchanged.

All other terms & conditions in the tender notice shall remain
unchanged.

Project Director
re/ET-ryo(9)/an/s/se 21 District Power Distribution Project,
GD-411 WZPDCL, Khulna

Md. Tofazzel Hossain
Project Director
Pre-Payment Metering Project for Khulna
City
Phase-1, Biddyut Bhaban, Boyra Main
Road, WZPDCL, Khulna-2000

Biddyut/Jana-809{4)/2911/15
GD-412

Thai junta gets
tough on dissent

REUTERS, Banghok

Thailand's junta said yesterday it had summoned two oppo-
sition members "to amend their political way of thinking",
less than a week after former Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra was banned from politics.

The announcement comes after a lull in strong-arm
tactics by the military following a coup last May that over-
threw the government, ending months of protests in which
about 30 people were killed.

Lieutenant General Kampanart Ruddit said the army had
summoned Chaturon Chaisaeng, a former education minister
and Puea Thai Party member, to meet with the army officials.

"We have invited Chaturon Chaisaeng to meet us to
amend and explain [his] political understanding,”
Kampanart told Reuters.

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha, who as army chief
led the May coup, said the NCPO had also invited former
foreign minister Surapong Tovichakchaikul, a Puea Thai
Party lawmaker, to "create understanding after they demon-
strated political opinions following the [Yingluck]
impeachment case”.
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