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Int'l Criminal
Court lauds
Bangladesh's
commitment
to rule of law

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

During Law Minister
Anisul Huq's recent visit
to the International
Criminal Court (ICC) in
The Hague, its President
Sang Hyun Song and
Prosecutor Fatou Besouda
highly appreciated
Bangladesh's unequivocal
commitment to the court
and the rule of law.

The daylong visit wit-
nessed discussions on
further collaboration,
bringing an end to impu-
nity globally, and how
Bangladesh is determined
to pay due respect to war
rape victims, says a foreign
ministry press release,

Anisul informed them
of Bangladesh's deep
appreciation for ICC's
recently released policy
paper on sexual and gen-
der based crimes, and
assured further collabora-
tion on implementing it.

Earlier, Anisul held
discussions with Dr
Abioudin Williams, presi-
dent of The Hague
Institute for Global Justice,
on exploring further col-
laboration and specific
project developments.

EWG urges
on talks to
end political
impasse

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Working
Group (EWG), a network of .
28 civil society organisa- :
tions, through a statement
issued yesterday, called
upon the government and
opposition parties to sit for .
a dialogue to end the ongo- °
ing political impasse.

The EWG, which works
for free and fair elections
and good governance,
expressed disappointment
as no meaningful political
initiative had been taken to
find solutions to this situa-
tion following the anniver-
sary of the 10th parliamen-
tary elections, said the
statement.

The network is also dis-
tressed at the increasing
level of violence against
common people and law
enforcers, it added.

HC continues
hearing appeals
in BDR carnage
case

STAFF CORRESPOMNDENT

The High Court for the
fourth day yesterday con-
tinued hearing the death
reference and the appeals
in the BDR carnage case,
the biggest ever criminal
case in the country's history
in terms of the number of
accused and convicts.

Till yesterday, Deputy
Attorney General AKM
Zahid Sarwar Kazal has
read out 944 pages from
the 1014-page charge sheet
of the case. He is expected
to continue presenting the
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

" Not only have they been burnt
- severely, but they are seeing an uncer-
. tainty looming over the future, about

how they would support their families
after they recover.
“Four persons depend on my

* earning. | cannot afford to stay away
- from work for a long time,” said
. Siddiqur Rahman, 40, an auto-
* rickshaw driver.

The father of three who suffered 17

. percent burns was one of the several

blockade arson victims who talked to

- The Daily Star at Dhaka Medical
. College Hospital yesterday:.

Siddiqur's respiratory tract was

- affected in an attack in Mymensingh
. on January 5, the first anniversary of a
" one-sided general election, which saw
- the Awami League win a second
. consecutive term and when the BNP
 and its allies launched another spate of

(Clockwise from top left) A pickup driver being
brought to Dhaka Medical College Hospital's burn unit
from Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital after coming under
attack by arsonists on the Thakurgaon-Dinajpur
highway at Unotrish Mile village under Thakurgaon
sadar upazila early yesterday. A child meets his
victimised father at the burn unit. Some of the victims
of Friday's arson attack on a bus in Jatrabari
recovering there. Unable to use his burnt hands, one
victim being fed by his wife. Another wears a shirt for
the first time after being grievously injured.
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violent protests.

The auto-rickshaw Siddiqur owns
would earn him Tk 20,000 a month, he
said, adding that he and his family
might not have been in such a dire
strait had there been no political
violence.

Piar Mian, 55, a trucker, who
suffered 12 percent burns in an attack
in Comilla on January 11, was the sole
man earning for his three-member
family.

In addition, he was repaying the
money he borrowed for sending his
son abroad. The son, however,
returned empty handed and is still
jobless.

Piar's monthly salary was Tk
12,000.

Apart from other parts of the body,
both Siddigur and Piar suffered burns
to their hands.

Prof Samanta Lal Sen, a burn injury
expert, said motor vehicle drivers, who

overy, what?

. A question that compounds the pain of blockade burn survivors

sustained injuries to the hands, might
not sit behind the wheel again, at least
in the near future. “The government
should rehabilitate such victims in
other occupations,” he said.

Prof Sen added that those who
received below 20 percent burns
usually needed three to four months to
recover fully, while the condition of a
patient with above 40 percent burns
was considered serious.

A traumatised Siddiqur is still
haunted by the arson attack. When
asked if he fears driving the auto-
rickshaw again, the man said, "Yes, [ do
because my body is burnt.”

He said that since the incident, his
younger brother, who also can drive,
had not taken the auto-rickshaw out
on the road, fearing attacks. He rents it
out to other drivers daily, he said.

According to DMCH sources, 50
arson victims were taking treatment in
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The Federation of

w Bangladesh Human

= Rights Organisations

% forms a human

d chain in front of

Jatiya Press Club in

_+ the capital yesterday

=v+ demanding ensuring

- democracy,

« _ protection of human

=1 rights and an end to

- the ongoing political

&= violence centring the

" plockade being

- enforced by the

oa, g BNP-led 20-party

= alliance.
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Freedom
fighters to get
VIP status

Liberation War affairs
minister tells JS
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

RD PLACE
7

Liberation War Affairs
Minister AKM Mozammel
Huq vyesterday told the
parliament that the govern-
ment was actively consider-
ing giving freedom fighters
VIP status and increasing
their honorary allowance.

“The process is underway
to provide VIP status to the
gallantry award-winning
and war-wounded freedom
fighters,” he said, during a
question-answer session in
the House.

He said the government
plans to give more than Tk
8,000 per month to freedom
fighters as honorary allow-
ance.

The minister said at the
moment two lakh freedom
fighters receive Tk 5,000 as
honorary allowance.

Mozammel Huq said if
the plan to give freedom
fighters VIP status is imple-
mented, then 5,027
wounded freedom fighters
and 676 freedom fighters
that won a gallantry award
will get special treatment
and invitation to all state
programmes.

He said the government
would construct 10,000
houses for poor freedom
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Govt to be liable for
instability in CHT

Pahari Chhatra Parishad on ignoring opposition
to opening tech university in Rangamati

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

incident and instability in the region,
Pahari Chhatra Parishad (PCP), an

organisation of indigenous students, stated

this through a statement issued yesterday.

They said the government published an
advertisement on January 15 regarding
admission from the current session

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

Since the government ignored demands to
refrain from opening Rangamati Science
and Technology University before the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) peace
accord’'s complete implementation, it will
be held responsible for any untoward
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