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Not by bread alone: Russians
urged to go without for Putin

AFP, Moscow

Eat less, use beetroot instead of lipstick, swap
French lingerie for Russian-made cotton panties
and remember that hardships are a test from God.

These and other tips are being offered to
Russians by lawmakers, top policy makers and
the Russian Orthodox Church as the gravity of
the economic crisis sinks in and prices soar.

The country pulled through great hardships
before, officials say, and people should tighten
their belts for their leader Vladimir Putin and a
great Russia amid the confrontation with the
West over Ukraine.

"1 lived both under Gorbachev and Yeltsin
but Putin is the first president for whom I am
being asked to eat less," one Russian, Andrey
Kozenko, said on Twitter.

His quip would be funny if it were not sad.

Government members openly admit they
lack a plan to tackle the crisis brought on by
falling oil prices and Western sanctions and
warn it may last for years.

From affluent Moscow to the far-flung
regions, Russians are feeling the pain: with
some foregoing foreign travel while others
pinch pennies to buy food.

Last week lawmaker Ilya Gaffner was moni-
toring price hikes at a grocery store in the Urals
city of Yekaterinburg when an elderly woman
told him she could no longer afford sugar for
her disabled son.

His advice to her? Eat less.

“If there is not enough money you have to
remember that we are Russians, we survived
hunger and cold, we have to think about our
health and eat less,” said the deputy in the
Sverdlovsk region legislative chamber, who
sports a double chin.

His remarks caused outrage -- and a barrage of
unprintable online comments -- forcing a senior
ruling party lawmaker to recommend that
Gaffner think twice before speaking next time.

The deputy had no sooner apologised for his
faux pas than a top Putin ally told the world
Russians indeed were ready for sacrifices, espe-
cially when their leader was under pressure.

"We will withstand all hardships in this
country, eat less food, use less electricity," First
Deputy Prime Minister Igor Shuvalov told
Davos elites at the World Economic Forum.

"If a Russian feels external pressure, he will
never give his leader up," said Shuvalov, who is
believed to be one of the wealthiest govern-
ment officials.
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A man sets a candle near placard reading "World wake up. Stop Putin's terrorism", on
Independence Square in Kiev yesterday during a rally for people who died as a result of
shelling in the southern Ukrainian city of Mariupol.

Patriarch Kirill also called for modesty as he
addressed millions on January 7 when
Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas.

"During crisis we overcome evil," the power-
ful head of the Russian Orthodox Church said
in televised remarks. He added that those who
are thinking of starting a family should not put
their plans on hold due to the crisis because
Russians were never rich.

"This prosperity brought on by the froth of
petrodollars, it really came just recently.”

A senator from the parliament's upper house
also chimed in, suggesting that women can use
natural colours from vegetables to paint their
faces like their foremothers did in ancient times.

"If they must use makeup on their lips -- no
problem there is beet, it's natural and chemi-
cals would not enter the body," Igor
Chernyshev, deputy head of the social policies
committee, said in December. "And our
women look better in lingerie made at a
Moscow factory than that made in France.”

Online newspaper Gazeta.ru said officials
made it increasingly clear to ordinary Russians
that the crisis was a shared responsibility.

"The question is, are those who yesterday
enthusiastically supported the takeover of
Crimea ready to pay for it with a sharp decline

in living standards?”

Whether they are ready or not, Russians now
spend more on food after inflation reached
double digits and the ruble lost half its value
against the dollar.

According to pollsters Synovate Comcon, 55
percent of residents of cities with a population
of over 1 million saved on food for their New
Year's table, up 12 percentage points compared
to the first quarter of 2009 when Russians strug-
gled with the effects of the global financial cri

Many say they don't mind making sacrifices.

"Figuratively speaking, I am ready to use
beet instead of makeup for my lips,” said
Tatyana Khrolenko, 75.

"We must help Donetsk and Lugansk," she
said, referring to east Ukrainian rebel strong-
holds battling Ukrainian forces. Putin remains
Russia's most popular politician.

When he banned EU and US food imports in
retaliation for Western sanctions in August,
many reacted with bravado, saying they would
get by without French cheese or Spanish ham.

But as the crisis deepens, anger grows,

"I absolutely don't trust our corrupt authori-
ties," said Yulia Galich, 43. "And since there's
no trust, there's no desire to endure this. For
whom? For Putin or Shuvalov?"

India to open coal
to commercial
mining firms soon

REUTERS, Davos, Switzerland
India expects to hold auc-
tions for private firms to
mine and sell coal in the
near future, the country's
coal and power minister
Piyush Govyal said but first
wants to deal with mines
that are directly linked to
plants that use the fuel.

To boost output and cut
imports, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi passed an
executive decree in
December to open up
India's nationalised coal
industry. Bids have been
invited from firms that use
coal for their own power,
steel or cement plants.

"Once my actual user
requirements are broadly
met, I'm hoping to start
opening up to private min-
ers," Goyal told Reuters on
the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum in Davos.

“I've not applied my
mind entirely to it, but I
don't know whether the
entire process for all the
actual users could be done
within this year. But some-
where in the near future I
do see that happening.”

Indian conglomerates
such as the Adani Group,
controlled by billionaire
Gautam Adani, and GVK
are likely to bid for com-
mercial coal blocks to cash
in on fast-rising demand
from the power industry.

Goyal also said the decks
were clear for a 10 percent
sale of the government's
stake in Coal India Ltd.

"If the timing is right
and it is in the interests of
the government and the
people of India that it
should be this year, we'll
do it," Goyal said at the
"Make in India" lounge
set up to attract invest-
ment to Asia's third larg-
est economy.

*BUSINESS

Workers in Europe’s oil
hub hope for the best

AFP, Aberdeen, United Kingdom

On the docks in Aberdeen, oil workers put a brave face on
hundreds of job cuts linked to sinking crude prices while
union leaders warn that the worst is yet to come.

"It has happened before and it will happen again.
There will probably be job losses but that's the way the
industry works," said Tony Maguire, a rig worker.

But for Jake Molloy, a regional organiser for the RMT
union in Aberdeen, Europe's oil capital in northeast
Scotland, workers who lose their jobs face "a lifetime
crisis”.

Molloy was one of 20,000 people who lost jobs in a
downturn in 1986 and said the decline is more danger-
ous now because North Sea offshore fields are depleting.

"I hope this is just a blip... but I am more concerned
now than I was (then)," he told AFP in an interview in the
city, which has been built on oil revenues.

Oil prices are currently hovering at around $50 per
barrel for Brent crude, the European benchmark, repre-
senting a decrease of 60 percent since June when prices
were at $115 abarrel.

Oil majors have been quick to react: BP, Shell, Conoco
Phillips all announced cuts in the last six months.

More than half of all jobs in Aberdeen are linked to oil,
yet at a time when the industry might be facing the big-
gest crisis in its history, the atmosphere in the Scottish
hub has remained strangely calm.

In the port of Aberdeen, where dockers are busy load-
ing equipment for a rig onto massive vessels, workers
were trying to stay optimistic.

Robert, who has worked on the dock for 29 years and
whose son is doing an apprenticeship in the sector, dis-
missed the latest fall in prices as "a few blips”.

Residents still complain about traffic jams -- seen as a
positive sign reflecting the city’s commercial buzz and the
failure of road infrastructure to keep up.

"If things were really bad the big building outside the
airport would stop progressing, " said Dave, a taxi driver,
referring to a luxurious office complex being prepared for
Norwegian oil services firm Aker Solutions.

Memo No. UPEHSDP/UPEHU/2015/253/87

Loan number:

Contract name and No:  Information and

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh 3

Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development & Cooperation
Local Government Division
Urban Public and Environmental Health Sector Development Project 4,
Nagar Bhababn, Level-11, Dhaka

Date: 22/01/2015

Invitation for Bid

ADB Loan 2555 BAN (SF)
Communication

Infrastructure for National Urban Data Centre (NUDC) and two
Piloting City Corporations and Software Development for
Modernizing and Computerizing in 7 CCs Municipal Financial

Technologies  (ICT)

To be qualified for the contract package, bidder should meet the minimum
requirements as stipulated in Section-3: Evaluation and Qualification Criteria of the

bidding document.

Subject to successful piloting under Package-12A, Package-12C may be awarded to

the Package-12A confractor on a sole-source
Guidelines, Para 2.31.
i Qualification & evaluation criteria for HHSS

basis as per ADB's Consultancy

as shown in package-12A will be

considered as the basis for negotiations for Package-12C on a sole-source basis.
li.  After successful completion of piloting under package-12A, there will be provision
for negotiations for awarding Package-12C to the Package-12A contractor.
Negotiations will be on the basis of qualifications of proposed personnel and

price.

iii. If negotiations fails, Package-12C will be treated as a separate package and a
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and Revenue Management System under Package No. 12A consultant team will be selected competitively. b i
Deadline for Submission of Bids: 09 March 2015 at 13:00 hours (Local Time) 5. To obtain further information and inspect the bidding documents, bidders should el B il B Lﬁm‘f"““" RIS i
1. The People's Republic of Bangladesh has received a loan from the Asian contact at the following address during the working days starting 25 January > | wemETm e | s | e e o
Development Bank (ADB) towards the cost of Urban Public and Environmental Health 2015; e b 3,000/ (ORF 5 TOR W) W WA
Sector Development Project. Part of this loan will be used for payments under the Office of the Project Director %“ﬁwmﬂiﬁ
contract named above. Bidding is open to bidders from eligible source countries of the Urban Public and Environmental Health Sector Office of the Chief Executive Sy T S ST - A
ADB. Development Project Officer ST T VIR I R SIS F40 |
2. The Urban Public and Environmental Health Sector Development Project of the Local Room No. 1223, Level-11, Nagar Bhaban | Dhaka SD';'thf’ D'_"Eka North/ | i mm : ;f;;é%:; f’"’ S s
Government Division (the Employer) invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh Chittagong/Rajshahi/Khulna/Barisal S e e T R
ICT Infrastructure and Software Development. International Competitive Bidding (ICB) Telephone: 880-2-9513786, Fax: 880-2-9513788 Sylnet City Corporations LT O A A e
E-mail: pdupehsdp@gmail.com 2 |

will be conducted in accordance with ADB's Single-Stage Two-Envelope Bidding
Procedure for the Procurement of Package-12A: ICT Infrastructure for NUDC and Two
Piloting CCs, and Software Development for Modernizing and Computerizing in 7
CCs' Municipal Financial and Revenue Management System.
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6. To purchase the bidding documents eligible bidders should;
« Write to the address above requesting the bidding documents for Package-12A:
ICT Infrastructure for NUDC and Two Piloting CCs, and Software Development
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= , for Modemizing and Computerizing in 7 CCs' Municipal Financial and Revenue TR Sot, FTH TEre T afSfTE, -3¢ |
S Description Location of work Management System. o) T P, R, B, o,
No. _ . . . e Pay a non-refundable fee of USD 400.00 only (four hundred US dollars) or BDT T::@ﬁ:mwmﬁ :ﬂ .
1| Provide all ICT infrastructure including | Dhaka North, Dhaka 31,200.00 only (thirty one thousand two hundred taka) through Demand Draft/Pay ey ik '
supply, installation and start up of all | South Order freely convertible in Bangladesh in favour of Project Director, Urban Public soi | vomwEmamem | 5 | %) feom o v, feem wm Baste @
hardware and general purpose software for and Environmental Health Sector Development Project (UPEHSDP). The bidding ™ i Lol b
NUDC and Two Piloting CCs documents will be sent via courier for an additional fee of BDT 2,000.00 only (two T e Y o
2 | Design Development, Testing and | Dhaka North, Dhaka thousand Taka) for domestic delivery and USD 200.00 only (two hundred US B B e
Debugging Piloting, Implementation and | South, Chittagong, dollars) for overseas delivery. No liability will be accepted for loss or late delivery S T, TH-335¢-a Tvwy 3w
Maintenance service for Double Entry | Khulna, Rajshahi, of the bidding document. I T WA AN AT 2R |
Accrual Accounting System (DEAAS) and | Barisal, Sylhet. » Those firms who had purchased the bidding document earlier for Package-12 can ;Tzf::m’ ST T
Revenue Management System (RMS) web- receive the bidding document free of cost provided they show the receipt of the e e 25
based application software, its fee for Package-12 bidding document. Pre-bid conference will be held at 11:00 81 | wEer e w : | s3/o3/3030% WY Soico WHE TITE
customization for all CCs, installation and hours on 15 February 2015 at the above address (Office of the Project Director, CRH AT e 38100 W Y |
; : ; : S HEE
operationalization on City Servers and gy UPEHSDDZ}- P P ST [ TP .
National Urban Data Server (NUDS), . Leiver your b T & T (SoNTrt) 9 A, e i, fowpt
mnducting training for all users and e To the address below: T g% & oo e, doa, F16T 7w THEE
providing data entry services and its Room No. 616A (6" Floor), Building No. 07, Local Government Division, e “ fﬁ;ﬁ T;T.m —
validation for DEAAS and RMS Bangladesh Secfretarlat, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh * |
3 | Hand-Holding Technical Support Services | Dhaka North, Dhaka * ono o Lo houe OO M Al ) et s e e e e
- e Together with the bid security in the amount specified in the bidding document. T T AT e S 9% T s
(HHSS) for Accrual Accounting and | South. o : R :
For the purpose of determining the equivalent amount of the required bid security, R, AT VROR T2 R IR |
Revenue Management System : . i R S
. , T the exchange rates published by Bangladesh Bank selling rate prevailing on the T3S T Y
4 Data entry services and its validation for | Dhaka North, Dhaka : : : i . Frert-crGt st @ frey wem ss/e,
_ o _ ; date 28 days prior to the deadline for bid submission shall be applied.
testing, piloting in two CCs and | South, Chittagong P : : I DESPY TN G v AT ERE O T
: : s e ’ ) e Bids will be opened at 14:00 hours on 09 March 2015 in the presence of bidder's e ST wies ww oner whTe
implementation in remaining 5 CCs Khl{'”a’ Rajshah, representatives who choose to attend at the address above (Building No. 07, AR |
— — __| Barisal, Sylnet. Local Government Division). ST G S A DTSR, O (1o S 7 Y S S 7 i e
5 | Training and capacity building of City | Dhaka North, Dhaka 8. The employer will not be responsible for the cost or expenses incurred by bidders in kPl b st —
Corporation (CC) staff at all levels South,  Chittagong, connection with the delivery or preparation of bids. - ik ?T:::ET: i
KhL!mEl, Rajshahi Md. Fazle Wahid Khondaker foorm/ePIE-90/3038-3¢ G BELSLAD
Barisal, Sylhet GD-337 Project Director fafs-oae CIAIET £ o3 ena308Y




