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This year's International Customs Day heralds the launch of the WCO Year of
Coordinated Border Management (CBM), a year in which Customs administrations
are encouraged to actively promote the partnerships they have built to improve and
expedite border processing.

The Bangladesh National Board of Revenue (NBR), like other Customs
administrations around the globe, is working in this direction for the purpose of
developing partnerships and enhancing border procedures. A good example of this is
the NBR's leading role in the National Trade Facilitation Committee to implement the
WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, underpinned by a comprehensive review of its
legislation and operational procedures to be in further conformity with the Revised
Kyoto Convention (RKC).

Under the slogan "Coordinated Border Management - An inclusive approach for
connecting stakeholders”, we are signaling the international Customs community's
aspiration to further enhance its collaboration, cooperation and working relationships
with its many partners.

The WCO continues providing support to Members, including Bangladesh, in
undertaking their Customs reform and modernization initiatives as mentioned.

Last but not least, 2015 will also be the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the WCO
SAFE Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade, which will
include the addition of a third pillar on "Customs to other government agencies",
making the annual theme particularly apt and timely:.

Over the course of 20135, I invite all WCO Members to share information on their
CBM vision, the CBM model that they have put in place, their efforts to harmonize,
streamline and simplify border management systems across all border agencies, and
their CBM outreach activities to the business community.

Wishing you all a very successful International Customs Day!

Kunio Mikuriya
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