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silk trees in Dinajpur

Official cuts down 15 large trees on Patuakhali TV

relay centre premises

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Alleged land grabbers cut down
around 2800 silk trees at a garden of
Bangladesh Sericulture Development
Board at Sonka village in Birganj
upazila of Dinajpur early Friday while
an official of Patuakhali Television
Relay Centre cut down at least 15 trees
on its premises on Tuesday.

Criminals felled around 2800 silk
trees covering five acres of land belong-
ing to a garden of Bangladesh
Sericulture Development Board at
Sonka village in Birganj upazila early
Friday in a bid to grab the land, reports
our Dinajpur correspondent.

“Around 300 to 400 people with
sharp weapons came there and started
axing the trees early Friday. Within half
an hour, they felled all around 2800
trees. | managed to move to a safe place
and informed by high officials
instantly,” said Mozammel Haque,
security guard of the silk garden.

Confirming the incident, Kamrul
Ahsan, manager of Birganj unit of
Bangladesh Sericulture Development
Board, said, “The five acres of land
where the trees have been cut was
allocated to the sericulture board after
the country's independence.

But one Mominul Islam is claiming
theland.”

After the incident he informed
police but police did not visit the spot
as of filing this report yesterday, he
alleged.

Visiting the spot on Friday, this corre-
spondent found that the trees that were
axed from stumps include both newly
planted and old ones. The criminals
dumped the cut trees in a ditch.

Shawkat Hossain, OC of Birganj
Police Station, said he heard about the
incident, but police will act if a com-
plaintis filed regarding it.

Meanwhile, Lutfar Rahman, in
charge of Sonka silk garden, said he
filed a general diary on September 29
last year as the land grabbers gave him
death threat several times.

The area of Sonka silk garden was
37.32 acres, but it has reduced to 14.55
acres as local influential people
grabbed the rest, he said.

Our Patuakhali Correspondent
adds: An official of Patuakhali
Television Relay Centre has cut down
at least 15 trees of different species,
including a bakul tree that Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina planted dur-
ing the inaugural programme of the
centreon March 15in 1998.

After opening of the centre, authority
planted different trees including margosa,
guava, mango and jackfruit on its premises
and those grew up to 20 feet, said locals
and employees of the TV centre.

But on January 20, Md Mostafizur
Rahman, deputy assistant engineer of
the relay centre, got at least 15 trees cut
down by labourers and later he
destroyed those by setting fire, said
several employees seeking anonymity.

The employees forbade the officer
to cut the trees but he did not listen,
they said.

This correspondent found roots of
cut trees on the campus during visit to
the spot on Friday.

“The deputy assistant engineer cut
there trees. One of those, planted by
the prime minister, also served as
witness to the history of the centre. We
have already informed our higher
authorities of the matter,” said Md
Wali Ullah, maintenance engineer of
the relay centre.

Contacted, Md Mostafizur Rahman
said, “We cut these trees to keep the
campus neat and clean.”

Patuakhali Deputy Commissioner
Amitav Sarker said he has heard the
matter and will inform the higher
authorities concerned of it soon.
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Criminals cut down around 2800 silk trees at the gar-
den of Sericulture Development Board at Sonka village
in Birganj upazila of Dinajpur district early Friday.
Inset, remains of stumps bear testimony to the mind-
less felling of several trees on the premises of
Patuakhali Television Relay Centre on Tuesday.

COUNTRY

Land grabbers fell 2800

@he Baily Star | 13

30 held while
going to
India illegally

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole, Jessore

Members of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) arrested
30 people while they were
going to India illegally
through Putkhali border
under Benapole Port Police
Station on Friday night.

Abdul Haque, in-charge
of Putkhali BGB Camp, said
a team of the border guards,
acting on a tip-off, raided
the area at around 11:00pm
and arrested 30 people, as
they were crossing the bor-
der without valid docu-
ments.

The arrestees include 15
men, 12 women and three
children. They all hail from
different upazilas of
Mymensingh district, BGB
sources said.

Some of the arrestees told
the BGB men that they were
going to India in search of
job.

BGB handed them over
to Benapole Port Police
Station. A case was filed.

One killed,
40 injured
as rival
groups clash

OUR CORRESPON DENT,
Moulvibazar

A man was killed and at least
40 others were injured in a
clash between two rival
groups of villagers at
Shankarpasha village in
Sadar upazila of Habiganj
district yesterday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Firoz Mia, 65.

Police quoted locals as
saying that there had
been a rivalry between
Firoz and his neighbour
Bashir for long over
establishing supremacy
at the village.

Both had an altercation
at around 8:00am. At one
stage, followers of the
two, quipped with sharp
weapons, attacked each
other, leaving Feroz dead
on the spot and 40 others
injured.

On information, police
rushed to the spot, dis-
persed the clashing groups
and brought the situation
under control, said Nazim
Uddin, officer in-charge
(OC) of Habiganj Sadar
Police Station.

Police recovered the
body and sent it to Sadar
Hospital morgue for
autopsy while the injured
were admitted to the local
health complex.

Body recovered
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhalakathi

SNIPPETS

two 1n Feni

Police recovered the body of an unidentified woman from

a bush at Mollar Haat in Nalcity upazila yesterday.
Makshudur Rahman, officer-in-charge of Nalcity Police
Station, said locals found the body in the morning and
informed the police who sent it to Jhalakathi Sadar
Hospital morgue for autopsy. An unnatural death case was
filed in this connection, aid the OC.

Grocer electrocuted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A grocer was electrocuted at Dataratia Bazar in Nandail
upazila yesterday. The deceased was identified as Faruq
Miah, 21, son of Abul Bashar of Dataratia village. Police
and locals said Farug came in contact with a live electric
wire while shifting goods of his shop to another shop at
the bazar around 12:00pm. Hearing scream, his father
Abul Bashar rushed to the spot and sustained injuries
when he tried to save his son, said Kazi Ayubur Rahman,
officer-in-charge of Nandail Police Station. They were
taken to the upazila health complex where the on duty
doctors declared Faruq dead, said the OC.

Septuagenarian found dead

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police recovered the body of a man, aged about 70, from
bordering Gangadaspur village in Birampur upazila yes-
terday morning. Amiruzzaman, officer-in-charge of
Birampur Police Station, said locals found the body in the
area and informed the police. The body was later sent to a
hospital morgue for autopsy, said the OC.

Blanket distribution

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Blankets have been distributed among poor people at
different villages in Aditmari upazila recently. Social and
Economic Transformation of the Ultra Poor (SETU) pro-
ject of Care Bangladesh distributed 3,718 blankets among
the cold affected people. The project was funded by the
Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and
Cooperatives.

STAR COUNTRY DESK

A woman was killed in an
attack by robbers at
Dakkhin Kashimpur village
in Sadar upazila of Feni
district yesterday, reports
our correspondent.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Pratima Chakraborty,
40, wife of Benu
Chakraborty of the area.

Posing as law enforcers, a
gang swooped on the house
of Benu at Pagla Mian Road
in the town around 3:00am.
As the family members tried
to gang, they hacked
Pratima, leaving her criti-
cally injured. Benu and his

cousin Palen also sustined
injuries in the attack, said
police.

Hearing screams, locals
rushed to the spot and
caught three gang members,
Gias Uddin, Shah Abdullah
and Ramijul Islam alias
Mithun along with a pistol.
They were later handed over
to police.

Pratima was rushed to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital where she suc-
cumbed to her injuries in
the afternoon.

Mahbub Morshed, oftfi-
cer-in-charge of Feni Sadar
Police Station, said

Robbers kill one, injure

Eight others arrested in Mymensingh

Chandan Chakraborty, son
of the deceased, filed a case
in connection with the
incident.

In Mymensingh, police
arrested eight robbers from
a jungle in Kadirgrah area
under Bhaluka upazila on
Friday night, reports our
correspondent.

The arrestees are Abdur
Rouf, 35, Abdul Latif, 22,
Niranjan, 21, Aynul Haque,
34, Haider Ali, 30, Kaib
Uddin, 38, Abdul Mazid, 21,
and Mirazul Islam, 22, of
the upazila while Mirazul
Islam, 22, hails from
Manikganj district.
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Locals form a human chain in front of Munshiganj Press Club yesterday protesting the
attempt tofill up a hundred-year-old pond at Sreepalli in the town.

PHOTO: STAR

A section of motorbike riders have continued carrying passengers on the back side, defy-
ing the recently imposed government ban on the act to prevent sabotage by criminals
during the nonstop countrywide blockade enforced by the BNP-led 20-party alliance. The

photo was taken from Gharinda in Tangail district yesterday.

Schoolteacher shot dead
in Kushtia, one held

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

A schoolteacher was shot
dead by unidentified crimi-
nals at Mohendrapur village
in Kumarkhali upazila of
the district early yesterday.

The deceased, Robiul
Islam, 48, was head master of
Mohendrapur Government
Primary School.

Officer-in-Charge (OC)
Lutfar Rahman, of
Kumarkhali Police Station
quoted locals as saying that a
gang of four to five criminals
intercepted Robiul near his
house while he was returning
home from a brick kiln in
Kumarkhali, riding a motor-
bike ataround 1:45am.

They gang shot Robiul
point blank and left the

Robiul Islam

scene. Locals took him to
Kumarkhali Upazila Heath
Complex where the doctors
declared him death.

Family sources said Rabiul
was one of the owners of MMR
Brick Kiln at Kumarkhali. Soon
after theincident, police arrested
one of his business partners

named Wahidul from the area.
Police recovered the body
and sent to Kushtia General
Hospital morgue for
autopsy. OC Lutfar Rahman
said there was a conflict
between Robiul and his
partners over the business.
“We are quizzing Wahidul
to unearth clue to the mur-
der, the OC added.
According to police,
Robiul's cousin Munshi
Rashidur Rahman, also joint
secretary of Kumarkhali
upazila unit of BNP, was
shot dead by a gang of crimi-
nals at Mohendrapur Bazar
on December 8, 2013,
Rashidur was one of the
partners of MMR Brick Kiln.
Robiul bought Rashidur’s share
afterhisdeath, policeadded.

Girl abducted 9 months ago
yet to be rescued

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Lalmonirhat

A schoolgirl, abducted from
Durakuti village in Sadar
upazila in April last year,
still remains traceless.
Police said Ismail
Hossain, 38, son of Abdul
Hamid, and his cohorts

abducted the 13-year-old
girl, a class VII student of
local Ebatunnesa Girls'
High School, when she
along with her younger
sister was going to attend a
religious function at the
village on April 7.

Father of the victim lodged
an abduction case with Sadar

Police Station on April 9.

Victim's parents said the
abductors have been putting
pressure on them to withdraw
the case, but police seem reluc-
tant to arrest the culprits.

Ismail was earlier pun-
ished by the village arbitra-
tors for such sexual crimes,
said some villagers.
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