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NEPAL CRISIS DEEPENS

Chaos in parliament as constitution
deadline looms

ATEAM MAN

Tigers captain Mashrafe focuses on team
success rather than individual feat
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stories behind the news

Loss Tk 36,445cr
in 16 wasted days

Garment worst-hit in political impasse
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Businesses are losing over Tk 2,277 crore every day due to the ongoing blockade and shut-
down, with garment sector receiving the hardest blow.

In the last 16 days' political unrest, the economy lost at least Tk 36,445 crore, Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) said, calculating the losses in all sectors,
including apparel, agriculture, real estate and wholesale and retail markets.

The figure is equivalent to 2.69 percent of the GDP.

The chamber came up with the estimates after a survey on hartal and blockade's impact
on the economy. The survey was done based on news reports and assessments by its own
research wing and other business associations.

“The losses we are now incurring can never be recovered. How will you get back the lives
lost and assets gutted?” said DCCI President Hossain Khaled, sharing the survey results ata
press conference at its office yesterday:.
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Mother of Sanjid Hossain Ovi, who died from bomb blast wounds, cries her heart out at the Burn Unit S

seerace 17 cors  Of Dhaka Medical College Hospital yesterday. Inset, the victim. STAR
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Ed COMMENTARY |: Escorted convoy of

Stop this butchery trucks attacked

At least for children's sake  Injured college student, JCD ‘bomb-
if for nothing else . maker’ die; 2 more critically burnt

: STAR REPORT
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. DEATH

; mconsolable mother
 College-goer's 8-day battle ends in death

" SHAHEEN MOLLAH

28

B30yt

VEHICLES TORCHED

. As Ovi had been lying mostly unconscious on a hospital bed for over a
" week, his mother Noor Jahan had wished he would say a few words to her.
' He could barely open his mouth, leave alone utter any words. He was
- battling a grave injury he sustained from a crude bomb that had landed
. right on his face blowing off a portion of his left cheek. Little wonder he
. could only make gestures when he was somewhat conscious.

*  Noor Jahan had waited day and night beside her 19-year-old son to
- hear him speak. But the eleventh grader died in the early hours yesterday

+ With no let-up in arson and bomb attacks by suspected
[tis the photograph of two and a half years old Safir that we find so unbear- . opposition men, two more lives were lost yesterday raising
able. I have recently visited Hiroshima Museum of the atomic bomb vic- . the death toll to 28 in political violence since January 5.
tims. There are heart-rending pictures of the devastation where I have seen ' Of the victims, Sanjid Hossain Ovi, an eleventh grader of
photographs of child victims of the carnage. Those who survived were burnt - Kabi Nazrul Government College in Dhaka, had been fight-
by the fire that ensued., . ing forlife at Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

Safir all bundled up in white bandage and suffering the agonising pain of

a fire burn, looks so frighteningly similar.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

A portion of his face was blown off in a crude bomb blast
- while he was going to Banglabazar along with two of his
SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

- at the Dhaka Medical College Hospital before he could say anything to his
. mother.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3
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Restriction
perplexes
people

No pillion passenger
on bike; NID asked
for launch ticket

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Desperate to stop bomb

attacks, the government

yesterday indefinitely
banned bikers from carry-
ing passengers on the back
seat.

To ensure safety of
launches and their passen-
gers, launch owners will
sell tickets of cabins after
checking the national iden-
tity cards of travellers.

The ban on motorcycle
will hugely affect around 11

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

CARTOON BY SHARIER KHAN

Situation normal

Claim ministers; ask TVs not
to 'sensationalise’ violence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amid the mindless arson attacks and violence that have
been plaguing the nation for over two weeks now, senior
ministers of the government yesterday urged the electronic
media not to sensationalise the violent incidents.

Rather, the real situation of the country, which they
claimed was quite normal, should be highlighted on the
media, the ministers commented in a meeting with high-
ups of different electronic media at the secretariat.

Footages of arson attacks on a handful of vehicles were
being aired repeatedly, giving the people a wrong impres-
sion about the real situation of the country, Industries
Minister Amir Hossain Amu told the press after the meeting,
organised by the information ministry.

“Businesses, trades and exports are going on as usual.
Besides, 50,000 to 60,000 vehicles are plying between
Dhaka and other places every day. But people are not aware
ofit. We need to highlight this picture,” he said.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

Question over commitment

UK Parliament's update analyses role of Hasina,
Khaleda; European Parliament worried

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been
widely accused of playing fast and loose
with democracy but the sincerity of BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia's commitment to
democracy is also being questioned by
many analysts, says a “standard note” of the
British Parliament.

The British House of Commons on
Wednesday issued a political update in which
it voiced concern over the ongoing violence
in Bangladesh. The five-page note styled
“Political crisis in Bangladesh: January 2015
update” said the political scene in the country
remained as turbulent as ever.

“Some wonder whether Khaleda Zia may
actually be hoping that her current strategy
forces the army to intervene once again and

oust the AL government. As yet, there is no sign
of this happening. Perhaps understandably,
given just how treacherous the waters are,
Western donors have held back from imposing
sanctions ofany kind,” it mentioned.

Meanwhile, the European Parliament
Delegation for South Asia has expressed its
deep concern at the outbreak of political
violence and called for maximum restraint
and also asked all political parties to engage
in genuine dialogue in order not to further
endanger Bangladesh's democratic course
and development.

In a press statement, Chair of the delega-
tion Jean Lambert said, “Basic freedoms,
including freedom of assembly, speech, and
movement have to be respected by all politi-
cal forces, without exception.”

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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