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One stop guide to the best scooters

on sale in Bangladesh

Scooters used to be cool. Italian
streetside cafés, leggy women in
summer dresses, and hipsters in tights
riding effortlessly cool and colourful
scooters. What's not to like? Modern
variants of the original scooter concept
(scooty) have been reduced over the
years to something only women are
deemed fit to use. Breaking free of the
stereotype has never been more
important, because scootys are an
extremely efficient mode of transport
for a congested, extremely overcrowded
megacity. Now if only we lived in

one...oh wait.

Honda's planning to get
back into the eco-car game
with the hydrogen fuel cell
powered FCV, previewed by
this concept. They're plan-
ning a Tesla-esque eco-
system of “refueling sta-
tions”, starting with at home,
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Haojue Lindy

Price: TBD (To be
determined)
Displacement: 124 cc

Top speed; ~ 75 km/h

Hero Pleasure

Price: 1,35,000 taka
Displacement: 102 cc

Max power/torque:
5.03kw@ 7000rpm,
7.85Nm@5000rpm

Top speed: 77 km/h

Fuel consumption: 50 km/1
Fuel tank capacity: 5 liters

Mahindra Rodeo RZ
Price: 1,45,500 taka
Displacement: 125 cc
Max power/torque: 8 PS

Max power/torque: 6.2 @?7000rpm, 9
kW@ 7000rpm, Nm@5000rpm
INm@ 6000rpm Top speed: 82 km/h

Fuel consumption: ~ 60
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Scooters are cool. They shouldn't be attributed
to women finding efficient and relatively safe
means of transport, because no matter what
gender or social status, scootys offer practicality,
frugality and funky style. To get your four
wheeled fix, check out the surprisingly fast
Accord Torneo. Enjoy.

Shaer Reaz-Sub-editor, Shift

PRESS RELEASE
Navana at DITF 2015

Navana Limited displayed =
their six new models at
Premier Pavilion 40 at
the Dhaka International
Trade Fair 2015. They
have also brought a
brand new car, the Toyota
Vios. They are offering

special discounts on the following models:

- Avanza 1.3L [7seat, dual AC, High Ground Clearance] -
Original price 26.75 lakh, discounted price: 26.50 lakh

- Avanza 1.5L [7seat, dual AC, High Ground Clearance]| -

Fuel consumption: 58 km/l km/1
Fuel tank capacity: 5.8 Fuel tank capacity: 4.5
liters liters

TVS Wego

Price: 1,49,900 taka
Displacement: 109.7 cc

Max power/torque:
8hp@7500rpm, SNm@ 5500rpm
Top speed: ~ 77 km/h

Fuel consumption: 55 km/I

Fuel tank capacity: 5 liters

Original price 31.50 lakh, discounted price: 31.25 lakh

* Yaris (Grade G) 1.3L - Original price 29 lakh,
discounted price: 28.50 lakh

TVS Scooty Pep+

Price: 1,29,900 taka
Displacement: 87.8 cc
Max power/torque: 3.6
kw@ 6500rpm,

5. 80Nm@4000rpm

Top speed: 74 km/h

Fuel consumption: ~ 60
km/1 Fuel tank capacity: 5
liters

UM Powermax

Price: 1,30,000 taka
Displacement: 124 cc

Max power: 5.2kw@ 7000rpm
Top speed: 80 km/h

Znen Roar
Price: 1,69,900 taka
Displacement: 124.6 cc

7.85Nm@5000rpm
Top speed: ~ 80 km/h
FFuel consumption:
v 48 km/l

Fuel tank capacity:

6 liters

Max power/torque: 5.03kw@ 7000rpm,
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Sym Crox Price: 1,62,000 taka

+ Vios (Grade G) 1.5L - Original price 33.75 lakh,
discounted price: 33.25 lakh

- Vios (Grade S) 1.5L - Original price 35 lakh, discounted
price: 34.50 lakh

- Camry Hybrid - Original price 75 lakh, discounted
price: 70 lakh

BTl and AG Automobiles
partner up

Ashigque Un Nabi, Executive Director, Marketing& SBLIs,
Building Technology and Ideas Ltd. signs an agreement
with Yousuf Aman, Director, Operations AG Automobiles
Limited. Since its inception in 1984, building technology
and ideas limited has been one of the pioneer real estate

Fuel consumption: ~ 50 km/]
Fuel tank capacity: 6 liters
Currently out of stock. Expect
new units to arrive sometime
around March.,

Displacement: 125 cc

Max power: 12 HP@ 8000rpm
Top speed: ~ 70 km/h

Fuel consumption: ~50 kmy/I
Fuel tank capacity: 5.2 liters

companies in the country. AG Automobiles Ltd. (AG
Auto) started in August 2004 with a view to rejuvenate
the country's transport sector, and has the distribution
rights of Ford automobiles since 2007.

PROJECT CARS

Matte demo

1998 HONDA ACCORD TORNEO

The Honda Accord Torneo, at the time of
writing this feature story, is a new entry in the
list of cars I really, really want to own. The
matte-black example you see here belongs to
Saidi Hossain, and if it means sneaking into
his garage and breaking a side window to get
in, I would.

It's special because of precisely two things:
the silky smooth matte paint covering the
Accord’s sleek exterior, and the blistering
performance under the hood and behind the
wheels. The first was achieved through
painstaking care and meticulous process in
the paint-booth, resulting in one of the best
matte paint finishes you'll find in Dhaka,
while the performance front was handled by
the SOHC VTEC F20B engine and the K-Sport
coilover suspension system.

The engine sounds tame enough on paper:
2.0 liter, 4 cylinder, single cam, low emissions
with about 160 hp. Saidi's Torneo is bone
stock, and with a new F20B engine
transplanted just the night before our test
ride, combined with the 4 speed automatic
gearbox, we weren't expecting much.

“Three of the four VITEC sensors are
missing. I don't know how well the engine
will perform, but let's see”, said Saidi just
before stomping on the throttle, On the road,
as we found out, the thing is an absolute
beast: the rev dial turned into a blur as the
engine hit the 5200 RPM VTEC sweet spot,
and the Accord was heading with absolute
ease towards 150 km/h. Weaving in and out
of traffic with zero body roll, the Accord
seemed like it would show established sports
cars a thing or two about control. That's
largely thanks to the super stiff K-Sport
coilovers however, the only performance
modification on the car at the moment. The
brakes were barely tested, with the owner
taking turns at 120 km/h without braking
once, and giving the three other occupants
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the scare of their lives by making the Accord
lift a wheel while coming off a sweeping
flyover, wheels screeching and hearts racing,.
This is the stuff you see veteran drivers do
with hot hatches on TV shows. Living it is so
much better than seeing it on TV.

When I express my surprise at the relative
ease with which the lowered and slightly
cambered Accord goes over bumps and
potholes on the road, Saidi says it's all about
the suspension tweaking. “The coilovers don't
make life difficult at all, if the settings are
tuned propertly; the ride quality isn't

compromised even on the worst roads in
Dhaka.”

It helps to have access to an army of
trained people to wrench on the car and set it
up perfectly, of course. Saidi is the founder
and owner of Rahmania Auto Works (RAW), a
garage which gained recent fame for the
quality of the work they do. Their wash and
polish routine might be famous, but as
evidenced by the quality of the work done on
the Torneo, they know their way around the
mechanical bits just as well, Lying in a corner
of the RAW workshop is a DOHC VTEC F20B,

the beefier, much more powerful brother of
the SOHC F20B. Saidi wanted to put that into
the Torneo, but decided to go with the more
manageable SOHC engine. If he ever wants a
230+ hp rocket ride, he has that option.

We thought the paint was the special
feature on this ride. Saidi tells us that the
misconceptions about maintaining matte
paint are mostly wrong. If you want a matte
painted car of your own, all you need to do is
buy a bunch of special microfiber rub-cloths,
costing about 300 taka a piece and good for
about 3 months or so. It's the painting
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process that matters, and it can be expensive
because of the excess liters of paint required.
RAW will charge about a lakh for matte
painting a sedan, and stocks the microfiber
rub-cloth.

Our photographer foaming at the mouth
on the ride home sums up the effect this car
would have on people. Demure and
restrained, other than the evil matte black
paint and those flared wheel arches, people
wouldn't really expect it to be this much fun
or this fast. We're absolutely in love.
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