alidas got the attention of the world as early

as 1976 with a startling exhibition at Bangla-

esh Shilpakala Academy. He now does gives

us another surprise: presenting his superb etchings

simultaneously at Shilpakala Academy and at Alli-
ance Francaise.

He makes the use of strange items like ropes,
pebbles and cowries to complement his philosophi-
cal attitude towards art. His attraction for the surreal
as well as his keenness to present white upon white
and his use of Tantric philosophy predominate his
works. His use of symbols—both from Hinduism
and other religions, lend interest and depth to his
5 work.
=i As a past maser of art he is excellent both at mixed
B L R QUK media painting and at sculpture collage. As a pioneer
s B B N _ of installation, he wishes to make the French viscos-
L e P N ity process popular in Bangladesh. He learnt from
Professor S W Hayter at his Atelier 71 in Paris in the
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early eighties. Hayter invented the colour technique,
by which you can take multicoloured prints in one
impression. Versatile Kalidas has trained many
graphic artists.

In the exhibition at Alliance Francaise he presents
34 pieces of art. He felt that print should be intro-
duced to Bangladesh. In 1980 he was introduced to
art lovers, along with Qamrul Hasan. He then went
to Paris to study Viscosity where Pablo Picasso, Marc
Chagall etc had studied. Having obtained the fellow-
ship to Japan he learnt to make his own paper. Now
there are many ateliers where print making is done
like the Kibria Print Workshop, the one at Cosmos
gallery. There will now be the one at Shilpakala Acad-
emy named after Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin.

At the opening of the exhibition, “Alluvial
Rhythm”, at Alliance Francaise, there were many
artist of renown, like Biren Shome, Syed Igbal,
Proshanto Karmakar, Annie Islam and Mustafa
Zaman from Depart. This was despite the fact that it
was a hartal day and people wished to be safe
indoors. Bruno Plasse, the Director took the place of
the French Ambassador, H E Sophie Aubert who
could not come, although she had wished so much
that she could have attended it. He spoke of how
important Atelier 71, where Kalidas had studied
under Heyter. In the exhibition, he said, old and
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