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GUJARAT RIOTS CASE
US court
scraps lawsuit
against Modi

P11, New York

A US court here has dis-
missed a lawsuit filed
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi by a rights
group for his alleged role in
the 2002 communal riots
in Gujarat, upholding the
Obama administration's
stance that he enjoys immu-
nity as a sitting head of a
foreign government.

US District Judge Analisa
Torres of the Southern
District of New York said in
the three-page order issued
Wednesday that "in light of
the determination by the
Executive Branch that
Prime Minister Modi is
entitled to immunity as the
sitting head of a foreign
government, he is immune
from the jurisdiction of this
Court in this suit. "

Torres said the court
considered arguments
made by plaintiffs
American Justice Centre
(AJC) and "finds them to
be without merit" and
"unpersuasive.”

"The complaint is dis-
missed,"” Torres ruled direct-
ing that the case be closed.

AJC did not respond to a
query seeking comment on
the ruling. The court ruling
comes as Modi prepares to
host President Barack
Obama, who will be the
chief guest at India's
Republic Day celebrations
on January 26.

Well-wishers react as they wait for the arrival of Pope Francis near where he was staying in Manila, yesterday.
Pope Francis arrived in the Philippines yesterday for a five-day trip in the Catholic Church's passionate and
chaotic Asian heartland that is tipped to attract a world-record papal crowd.
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Rajapakse to step
down as party boss

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's former leader Mahinda Rajapakse has agreed to
step down as head of his party, clearing the way for the coun-
try's new president to take full control, an aide said yesterday.

President Maithripala Sirisena had been the general
secretary of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), but was
kicked out of the party ahead of elections after he broke
from Rajapakse in November to become the common oppo-
sition candidate.

Sirisena, who toppled longtime strongman Rajapakse in
last week's polls, claimed the party leadership following the
vote but Rajapakse's loyalists initially refused to back him,
threatening to split the party.

"He (Rajapakse) met with President Sirisena on
Wednesday night and discussed the future of the SLFP," the
aide told AFP.

"It was decided that at a (policy making) central commit-
tee meeting on Friday, Mr Sirisena will be confirmed as the
new leader of the party.”

Sirisena's election bid was backed by a coalition of oppo-
sition parties after he defected from the Rajapakse govern-
ment while serving as health minister to run for president.

Party sources said his expulsion from the SLFP, however,
had never been ratified.

Sources close to the new government said Sirisena was
trying to forge a national unity administration before call-
ing fresh parliamentary elections by the end of April.

TNN, Kolkata

Woman sold in Bihar
for Rs 10k; 2 held

Ekbalpore police have arrested two persons for allegedly
trying to sell a 25-year-old homemaker hailing from
Mominpore in Bihar's Bodh Gaya for Rs 10,000.

The woman has returned home and the cops are looking for
at least two more persons — one in Kolkata and one in Gaya.

According to DC (Port) Imran Wahab, Jafar Igbal, a
friend of the victim's husband, complained on January 9
that some unknown persons had kidnapped the victim with
the intent of forcing her into prostitution.

A case was registered and Ekbalpore police started probe.

They learnt that Mominpore residents Sultana Begum,
25, and her husband Mohd Raja had accompanied the
victim to an unknown place promising her a job.

But the couple allegedly handed her over to a woman
(called 'Bhabi') in Bodh Gaya against Rs 10,000.

When the victim protested strongly, this 'Bhabi' told her
that she could go free if she returned Rs 10,000. The victim
rang up the complainant and narrated the matter.
accused in Gaya asked the complainant to send the money
through a man named Guddu in Kolkata. After receiving the
money, 'Bhabi’ released the victim who returned to Kolkata.

The

(A Company of Petrobangla)
Nalka, Sirajganj, Bangladesh

Pashchimanchal Gas Company Limited

Date: 14/01/2015

Amendment Notice

Invitation for Tender Ref. No. 77.03.22/F-41/Meter, Dated-23.11.2014
for procurement of Gas Meters:

Kashmir gun
battle kills
five 'rebels’

AFP, Srinagar

Government forces in
Indian Kashmir killed five

suspected rebels yesterday in | AFP, Lagos

Boko Haram committed
'crime against humanity'

Says Kerry as Nigeria massacre images emerge

strike yet in Boko Haram's bloody campaign.

a fierce hours-long gun fight
in a forested area of the
disputed region, police said.

Clashes erupted when
police and army officers
launched a hunt for the
militants after receiving
"specific information" they
were in the Gadar forest
south of the main city of
Srinagar.

The troops came under
fire from the militants,
triggering the fire fight, the
region's inspector general
of police, Abdul Gani Mir,
told AFP.

"All the five militants
have been killed and their
identities are being ascer-
tained," he said.

Kashmir has been
divided between India and
Pakistan since the two
countries won independ-
ence from Britain in 1947.

Islamistinsurgency emerged.

Amnesty International.

US Secretary of State John Kerry branded a
Boko Haram massacre in northern Nigeria a
"crime against humanity” yesterday as satel-
lite images suggested massive destruction in
the two towns reported razed by its fighters.
"What they have done... is a crime against
humanity, nothing less,"” Kerry said
as first images of what is feared to |
be the worst atrocity of the six-year

Hundreds of people, if not more,
are reported to have been killed in
attacks on the towns of Baga and
Doron Baga on the shores of Lake
Chad in Borno state, according to

Boko Haram was "evil" and a
serious threat "not just in Nigeria
and the region but to all of our values”,
Kerry said during a visit to Bulgaria.

Amnesty and New York-based watchdog
Human Rights Watch published separate
satellite images yesterday claiming to show
massive destruction in the adjacent towns,
adding to fears they may suffered the deadliest

Amnesty's images showed aerial shots of
the towns on January 2 -- the day before the
attack -- and January 7, after homes and
businesses were razed.

The group said the images suggested
"devastation of catastrophic proportions”,
with more than 3,700 structures -- 620 in
Baga and 3,100 in Doron Baga --
damaged or completely
destroyed.

Nigeria's military, which often
downplays death tolls, said that
150 died and dismissed as "sen-
sational” claims that 2,000 may
have lost their lives in the attacks.

Local officials have said at
least 16 settlements around Baga
were burnt to the ground and
that atleast 20,000 people fled.

HRW said the exact death toll was unknown
and quoted one local resident as saying: "No
onestayed back to count the bodies.

Harrowing testimony has been emerging
from survivors about the scale and brutality
of the assault in Baga, included one woman

reportedly killed while in labour.

Pakistan to ban JuD,
Haggani network?

Particulars Existing date and time Date and time _ ,
R e India says terrorists may attack
Tender closing Date: 18/01/2015, Date: 28/01/2015, || schools during Obama visit
date & time Time: 12.15pm Time: 12.15pm AGENCIES
Tender opening Date: 18/01/2015, Date: 28/01/2015, Pakistan plans to ban 10 terror outfits, including 26/11
date & time Tme: 12800 | T izagem || e e e

The above amendment will be integral part of the Tender Document.
All other terms & conditions of the tender will remain unchanged.

A.M. Mostafa Ferdousi
Deputy General Manager (Procurement)

PGPR-30/2014-2015
GD-199

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Road Transport Authority
Old Airport Road, Allenbury, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215

Invitation for Tender

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry/Division

Ministry of Road Transport & Bridges.

Agency

Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA).

Procuring entity name

Director (Admin).

Procuring entity district

Dhaka.

Invitation for

Rent of Vehicle (Microbus).

Invitation Ref. No.

35.03.0000.006.30.15.195-80

Date

07/01/15.

KEY INFORMATION

8 Procurement method

Open Tender.

FUNDING INFORMATION

9 Budget and source of funds

Non-development Fund.

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

10 Tender package No.

ROV/2015.

11 Tender package name

Rent of Vehicle (Microbus).

Date

Time

12 Tender publication date

15/01/2015

v

9.00am

13 Tender last selling date

01/02/2015

v

5.00pm

Date

Time

14

Tender closing date and time

02/02/2015

v

12.00 noon

15

Tender opening date and time

02/02/2015

v

12.30pm

16

Name & address of the office(s)

Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215.

Address: BRTA, Head Office, Old Airport Road, Allenbury,

-Selling tender document (principal)

Accounts Officer, BRTA, Head Office, Old Airport Road,
Allenbury, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215, Room No. 1186.

-Receiving tender document

Director (Admin).

-Opening tender document

Director (Admin).

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

17 Eligibility of tenderer

As per tender schedule.

18 Brief description of goods

Rent of 5 Pcs of Microbus.

19

Brief description of related services

Driver, Fuel, Repair (if needed), etc.

20

Price of tender document (Tk.)

Tk. 1,000.00 (one thousand) only through TR Challan
Code No. 1-5043-0000-2366 in favour of Chairman, BRTA

from Bangladesh Bank/Sonali Bank Lid., Dhaka.

21

Identification of lot

Location

Tender security amount
(Tk.)

Completion time in
weeks/months

Rent of Vehicle

Tk. 80,000/

12 months

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

22

Name of official inviting tender

Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA).

23

Designation of official inviting tender

Director (Admin).

24

Address of official inviting tender

Old Airport Road, Allenbury, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215.

25

Contact details of official inviting tender

9113133

da@brta.gov.bd

26

The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the procurement proceedings.

Md. Moshiar Rahman
Director {(Admin)
BRTA, Dhaka

by experts as a "paradigm shift" in the country's security
policy in the wake of Peshawar school massacre.

The move came a day after the US declared the fugitive
chief of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan Mullah Fazlullah as
a 'Specially Designated Global Terrorist' following secretary
of state John Kerry's visit to Pakistan this week, reports PT1.

A formal announcement to this effect would be made in
"comingdays”, The Express Tribune said, citing official sources.

Meanwhile, Lt Gen KH Singh, GOC, 16 Corps of India,
said yesterday there were inputs that terrorists might try to
attack schools, army camps, national highways and civilian
areas on the Republic Day and during US President Barack
Obama's India visit, reports TNN.

"About 200 militants in 36 launch pads across Pir Panchal
range are trying to infiltrate into Indian side, " Singh said.

"Like Army Chief Gen Dalbir Singh had already said, ter-
rorist infrastructure in PoK is intact,” He added. Singh assured
that country's counter-infiltration posture is firmly in place
and if any infiltration bid is made, it will be eliminated.

Pakistan's plan to ban 10 terror outfits will certainly be
welcomed by Washington and Kabul as well as New Delhi,
analysts believe,

They believe a ban on JuD is a significant development as
India, as well as the US, have long considered JuD as a front
for the Lashkar-e-Taiba terror outfit involved in the 2008
terror attacks in Mumbai that left 166 people dead.

The UN security council designated the JuD a front for
the LeT after the Mumbai attacks. Since then, the UN and US
have sanctioned several JuD leaders.

The Haggani network, founded by Jalaluddin Haggani, has
been blamed for the Indian embassy bombing in Kabulin 2008
that left 58 people dead, a 2011 attack on the US embassy in
Kabul, and several big truck bombing attempts in Afghanistan.
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brief

Catalonia calls snap

vote on independence
AFP, Barcelona

Catalonia on Wednesday called
a snap election for September
centred on its independence
bid, just two months after the
wealthy region held a contested
symbolic referendum on the
issue that strained ties with
Spain's central government.
Catalan president Artur Mas
said the vote will be held on

September27.
Pakistan hangs two

convicted militants
AFP, Karachi

Pakistan yesterday hanged two
militants convicted of murder,
bringing to 18 the number of
executions it has carried out
since it lifted a six-year morato-
rium on the death penalty in
terror cases following a school
massacre last month.
Muhammad Saeed Awan, a
member of the banned
Lashkar-e-JThangvi, was
hanged at Karachi's Central
Jail.

Iran to try US journalist

BBC ONLINE

A Washington Post journal-
ist detained for almost six
months in Iran is to stand
trial on unspecitied charges.
Jason Rezaian's case had
been referred to a
Revolutionary Court, Tehran
Chief Prosecutor Abbas
Jafari Dolatabadi told the
official Irna news agency.
Rezaian, who holds dual US-
Iranian citizenship, was
arrested with his wife and
two associatesin July.

Five Gitmo Yemeni

inmates released
THE NY TiMES ONLINE

The United States transferred
five more detainees — all of
them Yemenis — from the
Guantinamo prison on
Wednesday, the Defense
Department announced. The
transfer of the five men leaves
122 inmates at the remote
prison which Obama
pledged to shut down.
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