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NONSTOP BLOCKADE

Milk producers
face trouble

AHMED HuMAYUN KABIR TOPU, back from Baghabari, Sirajeanj

The BNP-led 20-party's nonstop blockade takes a heavy toll
on dairy farmers in Pabna and Sirajganj as dairy producers
have cut back on buying and transporting milk.

Around 1,200 milk producing units of "Milk Vita Zone"
at Shahzadpur in Sirajganj and Bera and Santhia in Pabna
are counting loss every day since the milk processing com-
panies reduced milk collection from them, according to the

farmers.

The farmers are even selling milk at a throwaway price in
their localities but cannot make up the loss, they add.
Sirajganj and Pabna are the largest milk producing districts

in the country.

Shakhawat Hossain, deputy general manager of the state-
run cooperative dairy farm Milk Vita, said every day they
bought around 2.5 lakh litres of milk from dairy farmers
through 33 chilling plants across the country.

According to the farmers, Pabna and Sirajganj alone
produce around 2 lakh litres of milk every day and Milk Vita

buys the lion's share.

"But the collection came down to around 1 lakh litres a
day due to the blockade,” Shakhawat told The Daily Star.

Milk Vita, which markets pasteurised milk, butter, ghee
and powdered milk, collected and processed 60 lakh litres
of milk in December and had a target of collecting around
75 lakh litres in January, he added.

"However, we have so far collected and processed only
17.81 lakh litres as of Monday. The amount was more than
30 lakh litres this time last year," he said.

The deputy general manager of Milk Vita said they could
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RIDING HIGH... All elated, some Dhaka University graduates throw their graduation caps into the air after the 49th convocation yesterday.

STUDENT POLITICS
Hamid upset
with lack of

ideology

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

President Abdul Hamid said
he is saddened by the
absence of ideology in
today's student politics.

“Student politics, on
many occasions, is now
based on personal and
group interests,” he said
while addressing the 49th
convocation of Dhaka
University at its central
playground on the campus
yesterday.

“l am not against student
politics as it is necessary to
create new leaderships. But
the leaderships must focus
on public welfare,” he said.

At the convocation, DU
conferred graduation
degrees on 6,157 students
while 36 were awarded gold
medals for their academic
feats.

DU Vice Chancellor Prof
AAMS Arefin Siddique also
spoke at the programme.
Prot Francis Gurry of
Australia was the convoca-
tion speaker.
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Renowned
ophthalmologist
Dr Syed A Wadud
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Renowned ophthalmolo-
gist Dr Syed Abdul Wadud
passed away on January 1,
2015 in Atlanta, USA.

His janaza was held at
Georgia Islamic Center and
he was buried in Atlanta.
He is survived by his wife,
two sons, daughters-in-law,
five grandchildren, and a
host of friends, relatives
and well-wishers.

A dua mahfil will be
held at his residence (Road
66, House 10, Gulshan-2)
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CHITTAGONG PORT
Experts set to recover

radioactive goods

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

A 36-member joint team comprising of US, Bangladeshi
and Sri Lankan experts will start working today for the
recovery of radioactive goods of a cargo container at the
Chittagong port.

After the recovery, the experts will also try to store the
materials safely.

A panel of nine experts of the US Department of Energy
arrived in Bangladesh on January 11 at the Chittagong
Customs House's request, after the radioactive goods-laden
container was detected in April last year.

Other members of the joint team include six experts of
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission and five of
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory Authority.

The team yesterday conducted a training programme
near the detected cargo container at the port.

One Mabia Steel Company Chittagong in April last year
exported a consignment of five containers carrying
scrapped stainless steel which were loaded off at Sitakunda
and shipped through Chittagong port for India via
Colombo Port.

On April 29, Colombo port authorities identified one of
the containers with radiation and later the Atomic Energy
Authority of Sri Lanka found out that one or more items of a
container were contaminated.

Chittagong Customs Assistant Commissioner Ahmedur
Reza said since the country lacked logistic supports and
previous experience to recover and store such radioactive
poods safely, they sought the help from the foreign experts.

TROUBLED RANGAMATI

Peace rally to
deftuse tension

STAR REPORT

The Rangamati district administration
organised a “peace procession” in the
town yesterday noon to tame the tension
between Bangalee settlers and indigenous
people over their conflicting priorities.

Adivasi leaders demand that the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) land dispute
resolution commission law be amended
before the operation of Rangamati Medical
College begins while Bangalee leaders say
such a development issue should not be
linked to the implementation of 1997
CHT peace accord.

Leaders of the two groups discussed the
law and order situation at a special meet-
ing before the procession but could not
reach a consensus on the key issues that
had raised the tension.

The administration lifted Section 144
for a brief time for the procession to took
place but later resumed it. It, however, did
not resume the curfew, which was in place
from Monday 5:00pm to 7:00am yester-
day, as no untoward incident occurred
since Sunday midnight, reports a corre-
spondent.

[n the meeting, Bangalee and indige-
nous leaders demanded that the adminis-
tration take measures against those who

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

IT-based education
at primary schools

Govt okays project covering 26,000 schools

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has taken an initiative to extend information technology
based education to about 26,000 education institutions at primary level all
over the country.

The Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC)
yesterday approved the revision of the Third Primary Education
Development Programme (PEDP-3) with this aim.

The five-year-long project involving Tk 18,154 crore has allocated Tk 925
crore for purchasing computers and accessories.

Of the total project cost, the government will provide Tk 13,962 crore
while the rest of Tk 4,192 crore will come as project assistance. The project
aid has increased by 24 percent while the government's own fund is slashed
by around 26 percent.

Briefing reporters after the meeting, Planning Minister AHM Mustafa
Kamal said the government has nationalised 26,193 primary schools.
Laptops, sound system and multimedia projectors will be provided to these
educational institutions under this program for developing teaching and
learning environment.

One of the major causes behind amending the project is to introduce
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) for improving teach-
ing environment, Kamal added.

The project cost has been reduced by Tk 4,042 crore since two compo-
nents -- stipend programme and food for education programme-- have
been left out from the PEDP-3. Originally the project size was Tk 22,196
crore.

Allocations for the two components were Tk 3,351 crore for stipend
programme and Tk 1,957 crore for food for education programme. Two
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think that the
ruling Awami League has
failed to keep its electoral
pledges of good
governance,
democratisation and
decentralisation of power?

® Yos mmmm— (83%)
W No mm (17%)
TOTAL VOTES: 433

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think President
Abdul Hamid should
intervene and take
initiative to hold a dialogue
to end the current political
standoff?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
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Volcanoes are

ETV chairman
accused 1n
another case

COURT CORRESPONDENT

o TFAET
SerEdre g e

Earth!

three cases.

Shakhawat Hossain,
sub-inspector of

Small volcanic eruptions

according to a new study.

away from the Earth.

climate,

w5, Rreraafy
TFI: btLoob

been protecting the Earth from global warming,

Scientists have confirmed that droplets of sul-
phur-rich aerosols spewed into the upper atmo-
sphere by volcanoes have been reflecting sunlight

Until recently it was thought that only particularly
large eruptions had any noticeable effect on the

However, the new study has confirmed results
from the end of last year that showed these small
eruptions can have an accumulative impact on global

Cantonment Police Station,
told a Dhaka court that Md
Shahjalal, ex-husband of
the plaintiff, raped his
estranged wife on several

dates in September, and in
collusion with Salam, he
pasted plaintiff's indecent
pictures on city walls.
Praying to the
Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court for Salam's five-day
remand, he said the ETV
chairman needs to be
remanded to find out vital
SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

over the past 20 years have
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Detained Ekushey TV
Chairman Abdus Salam
was implicated in yet
another case yesterday --
this time a rape case filed
with Cantonment Police
Station two months ago.

The lawsuit was lodged
by the same woman who
had filed the pornography
case in which Salam was
arrested near the private TV
station's Karwan Bazar
office on January 6.

With this, the ETV chair-
man has been accused in
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